THE HOWLING DAWG
16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Company G
"The Jackson Rifles" August 2013 Newsletter

"Victory is for those with the persistence and fortitude to resist the temptation to withdraw or whose
resolve has been tempered, when conditions worsen and the cost rises; it is not for the weak hearted,
nor those who are softened by the ease and comfort of a gilded cage, provided by the enemy at the
cost of liberty. It is for those who continue to fight the good fight, even after others who have gone
before, having faced overwhelming numbers and firepower found themselves unable to complete
the mission." - Jay Buckner

Busy (enough) This Summer

A wetter than usual 2013 War Days event was not nearly enough to dampen
our spirits but afterwards we all took a much-needed rest before plunging
headlong into summer. As though this time was not busy enough, what with
a good number of our unit getting to go to Gettysburg, we also had an
outstanding drill, film opportunities, and lots of out of the ordinary stuff…..

-1SUMMER DRILL AT OLD CLINTON - JULY 12 & 13

For those who attended War Days 2013 it must
have seemed that drill picked up right where we
left off … WET !!!!! Early arrivals came in Friday
evening and stayed over. The dawn increased our
numbers until we were lacking only seven of our
regulars - sure missed them. Drill began about
mid-morning and right on cue, the heavy
showers came, adding to the already oppressive
humidity. With twenty rifles, two officers and a
musician, we slogged through the saturation of
water-filled potholes and knee-high grass, in
various battle formations, skirmish order and
other school of the soldier fundamentals. You
have got to love a guy (and we do) who shows
up for drill on his birthday (Ty Burnsed).
Everyone had come with an attitude to work hard
and simply become better at what we do.
Afterwards, we paused for a productive unit
meeting. General Poythress addressed the
"Jackson Rifles" and answered questions about
the September re-enactment of 150th
Chickamauga. It appears that we will have one of the best unit turnouts we have
ever seen for a national event. Immediately following that meeting, came a session
with Earlene Hamilton and The Old Clinton Historical Society to brainstorm about
fresh ideas that could be implemented for the 150th anniversary Battles of
Sunshine Church and Griswoldville.

"…humility is your best protection against deception…"
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"God could have let Jonah drown - but He didn't…"
-3-

SUMMER DRILL AT OLD CLINTON - JULY 12 & 13

"Nurture your mind with great thoughts; to believe in the heroic
makes heroes." - Benjamin Disraeli
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SOME SAY THIS WAS AT GRISWOLDVILLE: This story was retold as related
to the late Mr. Elgie Barker, who passed away on 28 December 1995 at the age of
78 years. Mr. Barker was a Southern Gentleman in the truest sense of the word, but
more important to the story, he was by his own definition, a 'Negro' and a 'colored
man:' "I am gettin' up in years - my time draws near. I have a story and I'd like to
tell it before it can't be told. I am a native of Georgia
you know, but what you don't know is my grandpappy
was a Confederate Soldier and died in that terrible
War, fightin' those Yankee folks. The story I want to
tell you, won't be found in no history book, but it
happened just the same. When all the white folks
went off to do the fightin, only the women and the
colored folks were left behind to do the work. We
were treated good, not like them Yankee folks say
now a days - it was alright. We took care of the
plantation and saw to it the women were alright. We
wanted to go fight, too, and not many of us colored
folks got to go at first, but later many did. The fightin' wore on and the victories
turned to losses, as our boys began to lose ground. Finally the summer of 1864
came and rumors had it that the whole Yankee Army was outside of Atlanta. Us
colored folks got real concerned, because we heard that fella Sherman was killin'
and burnin' everything in his path - women, children, colored and white alike. So
some of us got together and went to the white ladies so as to say how we felt. We
said, sooner or later Sherman and his Army is comin' our way and we'll all be doin'
some fightin' and diein' soon enough. We said, could we form what you white folks
call a militia, so we would be ready. The ladies said alright, so we began preparin'.
We heard about such things from those white boys, 'fore the war. We picked a
Commander. It wasn't long afore we heard Sherman had burned Atlanta, killed all
kinds of people and was now comin' out the other side, headin' this way. We
rounded up such weapons as we could; some were old flintlocks; machetes,
pitchforks and even clubs, but still we had no fightin' flag. All the cotton and wool
was gone to the War, so we rounded up what rags that we could and made us one
of them Confederate Battle flags out of them rags. The colors didn't come out too
good, but we had a flag. Come the day when we were fixin' to march off to face
down Sherman's Army, we gathered in the town square, 300 of us. Raggiest army I
ever did see. We'd be out numbered over 200 to one, but that's alright, it was for
our homes and families too, and we'd fight to defend them. What a bunch we were,
daring to face off with the mightiest' Army in the land. Those 300 colored men and
their flag of rags marched off. Had I been alive back then, they would have had
301, because I would have been amongst them. Just before they left, an elderly
colored lady come up to our new commander and spoke to him. 'If'n those white
boys couldn't stop this fella Sherman, what makes you think you can?' The ole
colored Commander paused while looking back at the lady then answered, 'I don't
know about such things' he said 'but if Sherman's fixin' to come through Georgia,
he'll have to come through us.' "That day 300 colored Confederates marched off
toward this General Sherman, takin' down as many of them Yankee soldiers as they
could. Only three came back, and my grandpappy wasn't among 'em ….. These
modern African-Americans like so many modern white folks, couldn't cover one
inch of the round those colored Confederates stood on. I'd give anything in this
world if I could just hold that ol' Battle Flag of rags."
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… STILL WANT THAT BLUE SUIT?
In 1860 Northern blacks lived in a world of legal
restrictions and social segregation – in most Northern
States they could not serve on juries or testify against
whites. New York required them to meet rigid
property requirements to be voters, and most
institutions like hospitals, schools, prisons and
cemeteries either denied them access or shuttled them
off to inferior corners. Many Northern cities
maintained “Jim Crow” cars for public transport. After
Secretary of War Stanton informed Lincoln of the
scarcity of Union enlistments by mid-1862, interest in able-bodied black soldiers in
blue taken from the South gained momentum. “Before the Emancipation
Proclamation, Abraham Lincoln repeatedly questioned the wisdom of allowing
blacks to serve in uniform. On several occasions Union generals acted on their own
to accept black enlistments, but each time they were overruled. Whatever military
benefits they offered, Lincoln reasoned, were likely to be outweighed by political
damage. In July 1862 two pieces of legislation opened the doors for wider black
participation in the military. The Second Confiscation Act gave the president the
power to use blacks in any way he saw fit. The Militia Act included provisions for
enrolling blacks for military service and Secretary of War Stanton was authorizing
the enlistment of five thousand freed slaves in South Carolina. "The South must be
subjugated,” the New York Anglo-African newspaper insisted in August, 1861, “or
we shall be enslaved . . ." For most of the War blacks received lower wages than
whites of the same rank. Unlike whites, blacks had few opportunities for
advancement and all officers were white. Time and again they were given menial
tasks as guards or work crews. White troops may have worn the same blue
uniform, but they generally treated their new comrades with contempt. Black
soldiers were twice as likely to die of disease and black troops often received
unhealthy garrison duty with inadequate medical care. Some Northern whites
echoed the sentiments of diarist George W. Fahnestock who wrote, “I only wish we
had two hundred thousand [blacks] in our army to save the valuable lives of our
white men.” New Yorker Maria Lydig Daly wrote “ . . . Though I am very little
Negrophilish and would always prefer the commonest white that lives to a Negro."
President Lincoln had long doubted that blacks and whites could live together in
harmony. Before the War he had subscribed to the popular idea that slaves should
be freed and then sent off to “colonize” distant lands, perhaps in West Africa. In
August 1862, as the number of contrabands grew, Lincoln called five black leaders
to the White House to discuss the situation. But the meeting proved fruitless as his
guests refused to support a scheme to colonize part of Central America.”
(The North Fights the Civil War, J. Matthew Gallman, Ivan R. Dee, Inc., 1994, pp. 130-134)

DUES
If your annual dues were not paid at Old Clinton
War Days, please see the Treasurer about this as
soon as you can. Thanks
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THE CAMERAS ROLLED THIS SUMMER
On Saturday, July 20, Noah Sprague, Kellie Banks, Earl Colvin, Beth Colvin,
Kenny Yawn, Wayne Dobson, Ethan Bloodworth, Amy Thompson, Jaden
Thompson, Scott, Edge, Heidi Edge, Drew Edge, Brick Lee Nelson, Cara
Bockholt and Ethan Bockholt were present at the filming of a network
television show segment in north Georgia. Our nine military impressions
were divided between Confederate and Union and we staged a "typical"
segment from a re-enactment battle. Several of the ladies dressed out and,
with Jaden, took civilian parts as well. Earl's rifle was fitted with a small
camera which recorded the infantryman's point of view and some of us had
microphones. It was an interesting day. Later this year, Duke and Earl are
slated to take part in a video for the Ocmulgee National Monument in
Macon, dealing with the War history of that site.

A LETTER FROM EARLENE HAMILTON
Dear 16th Georgia members & family, I realized listening to J.C. this past
Saturday(July 13, 2013) that he indeed hit the nail on the head about ONE
of my flaws – that being that I am not expressive and don’t show emotion
when often time I should. It is not a new flaw – I have been that way
most of my life – but I had not realized that it gave folks who are very
special to me the wrong impression. I guess I thought that you should just
know – by osmosis maybe – that I consider the 16th as my extended family.
Beyond that failing, I have sent Wayne a copy of a newsletter here and
there but not consistently so you also don’t know how often I have told
those to whom the OCHS newsletters go of the great debt that we owe to
our re-enactor family for all that they have done to help preserve and
maintain Clinton. We have saved/reconstructed buildings and bought land
through your help with fund raising, and your volunteer labor has helped
with those reconstructions and cleared land and helped with its
maintenance. Suffice it to say, we would never have accomplished what we
have without your loyal and on-going help! From my heart to yours, please
know how very much you all mean to me.
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GOD'S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
"…It is finished …"- John 19:30
The Lord has given each of us work to
do while we are here on Earth. Don't
spend another day wondering what
that purpose is, ASK HIM! If you do
not get an answer right away, keep
on; God likes persistence and if it is
truly something He wants you to do,
He will not keep it from you! It is your
business to do your work and it is the
Devil’s business to stop you if he can.
Just as certain as God has given you
work to do, Satan will try to prevent
you from doing it. He may send other things your way that look better. He
may temp you with all that the world has to offer. He may have people say
bad things or even lie about you, so that you are constantly having to
defend your character. And you will often wonder why all this is coming
down on you - especially when you are trying your best to serve the Lord.
You must always remember that all this is just a bunch of tricks of the Devil
to get you distracted and make you stop your work. But you keep at your
work. Don’t jump when the lion roars. Don’t take time to throw rocks at the
Devils’ dogs and don’t chase after the Devil’s rabbits. DO YOUR WORK! Let
the liars lie, let those who would criticize do all they want; let them talk
about you on the phone, on FACEBOOK, in the newspapers … wherever …
whatever. Let the Devil do his worst to hinder you, but you make sure that
nothing stops you from doing the work God has given you to do. God has
not sent you here to be famous or make money. He has not sent you here
to defend yourself against those who would lie about you. If you do these
things, you will do nothing else. You will be working for yourself and not for
God. Keep at your work. Let your aim be steady and on the target. Let the
world twist and turn and boil and bubble. If you serve God, you will be
wronged, insulted and rejected from time to time. You will have to put up
with your enemies and you may even be forsaken by those you thought
were friends. But you make sure that with all your might and all your
determination that you prayerfully seek to know God’s great purpose for
your life - the very reason He put you here - until at last you can say, “I
have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do. " (John 17:4)

PASSING THOUGHTS…
"The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God
will make us good because He loves us." - C.S. Lewis
"Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to a garage
makes you an automobile. - Billy Sunday
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AN IMAGE OF THE PAST

Skins, Bones, Coonpossum and Cleotis in Old Clinton

*****
STILL UNSOLVED
The case remains unsolved one year after it
happened; Macon police officers found the 51-yearold, Albert Jelks, lying on the ground, just outside
The Sleep Shop on Vineville Ave. with fatal injuries
to the head. Police initially called his death an
accident, but six days later that police ruled his
death a homicide. Albert was a long-time local SCV
member. Macon police ask anyone with information
to call Macon Regional Crimestoppers at
1-877-68-CRIME.

DOING SOME BETTER

Many of you will remember Jerry Hamilton who was with us at Spring Hill in 1995
and Shiloh in 2012; he writes: "…..thanks so very much for the
nice card, your thoughts, and prayers during my illness. This was
a big wakeup call for me. I spent 6 days in Cardiac ICU and then
6 days on the cardiac heart floor. I had a 16” blood clot in my
left leg and stomach. The Lord Jesus spared my life at least three
times that I know of. Praise GOD! I thank you and all of your
family for the prayers that went up for me. It was during those
times that I felt the best and knew that someone was praying for
me and keeping me in their thoughts. Jesus is wonderful and I
have renewed my spirit and dedication to Him! Thanks again,"
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SEPTEMBER 19-22 - 150TH CHICKAMAUGA -Blue Gray Alliance Event of September
19, 20, 21 and 22, 2013.Event Address is 838 Dougherty Gap Rd. Chickamauga. GA

Registration fees, effective immediately:
$20 per person 14 and older (through August 5, 2013)
$25 per person 14 and older (August 6, 2013 to September 1, 2013)
$30 per person 14 and older (September 1, 2013 to September 10, 2013)
As always, anyone under the age of 14 is admitted free.
SCHEDULE
Thursday, September 19, 2013
4:00 p.m. Tactical on Pigeon Mountain (Campaign style, camp on arms overnight).
NOTE: The plan is to leave camp at 4PM Thursday to sleep on arms up on Pigeon Mountain.
All participants will be required to carry their own gear. One-night Rations will be issued, but
all participants must pay an additional $10 for rations and register accordingly to be placed
on the campaign list. Activities include dusk skirmishes, night Battles and Friday dawn
battle. We will be back in static camp by 10:00 a.m. Friday NOTE: General Jack King has
stated that his Division will not participate in the Thursday overnight march and
bivouac. If any wish to go out anyway, please advise General Poythress ASAP and
he will make arrangements.
Friday, September 20, 2013
4:00 p.m. Battle of Reed's Bridge/Jay's Mills fight
4:00 p.m. Battle of Alexander's Bridge (Yes at the same time)
Saturday, September 21, 2013
10:00 a.m. Cavalry Battle around Crawfish Springs
4:00 p.m. Stewart's assault/Viniard Farm Battle/Ditch of Death scenario
8:00 p.m. Cleburne's/Cheatham's Night Battle
Sunday, September 22, 2013
2:00 p.m. Longstreet's Breakthrough/Snodgrass Hill/Forrest's Attack on Steedman
To 16TH GA, Co. G - When registering, enter 16th GA CS Infantry, GA Volunteer Battalion,
period military camping as per the Summer Drill meeting of July 13.enter the proper
affiliation when registering. On line, your registration will be processed using the PayPal
system. If you choose not to pay with a major credit card you may print the registration
form by hitting "print screen" and mail it in with a money order or personal check. Please be
advised that it may take a few days for checks to clear and mail in registrations to be posted.
Please mail your registration to: Cleburne's Division Attn: 150th Chickamauga P.O. Box 6359
Navarre, FL 32566.
IMPORTANT: Each vehicle through registration will be issued a card to be filled out
and placed on your dash. Any vehicle that enter the camps that fails to place said card
on your dash will be TOWED at owners expense! Also said owners will be given only ONE
warning before being towed offsite. This is for ALL participants. No Exceptions!
CS & US camps close Friday noon to all vehicles, No Exceptions! All Participants arriving after
noon Friday must plan to use the shuttle systems to get your gear to camp.
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OCTOBER 5-6 - ANDERSONVILLE
OCTOBER - BATTLE @ IRWINVILLE - POC - LEE MURDOCK @ 478-986-5290.
NOVEMBER 1-3 - BATTLE OF ATLANTA - Re-enactor registration for both November
1-3, 2013 and September 19-21, 2014 is now open. The registration fee for 2013
and 2014 is $15.00 per person until October 15, 2013. After October 15th, the walk
on fee is $25.00. The registration fee of $15.00 per person for 2014 is good until
September 1, 2014. After September 1st, the walk on fee is $25.00. Children under
12 are free for both re-enactments but they must register.
NOVEMBER 9 - CANNONBALL HOUSE APPARITIONS PROGRAM - Tours start at 5pm.
Reservations required.
NOVEMBER 23 - GRISWOLDVILLE 149th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION
DECEMBER 14 - A CANNONBALL HOUSE CHRISTMAS - 6pm.

16TH GA

Co. G.

“Jackson Rifles”

Brig. Gen. Herbert Burns - 478-668-3598
Capt.Wm.“Rebel”Bradberry–404-242-7213
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748
Adjutant John Wayne "Duke” Dobson
478-731-5531
waynedobson51@yahoo.com /
waynedobson@cox.net
1st Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards 478-308-9739
2ndCorp. Chas."Goodtime"Whitehead 478-986-8943
3rd Corp. Lee "Pappy" Curtis -478-365-6785
Lead Chaplain – Joel Whitehead - 478-986-8798
Hon. Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958
Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878
Treasurer - Pvt. Earl Colvin – 478-214-0687
Honorary Colonel J. C. Nobles - 478-718-3201
Musician - Landon Allen
- 478-294-9870

ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES"
OVER 2,192 FRIENDS (no new total
presently available) All 2011-12 issues of
The Howling Dawg are available @
(scvcamp1399.org), thanks to
Steve Scroggins
Lt. Horatio J. David of Co. B, 16th GA Inf. Regt.
He enlisted as a Private July 17, 1861 and was appointed 4th Corporal September 1861.
Elected Jr. 2nd Lieutenant March l, 1863. Wounded at Chancellorsville, Virginia May 3, 1863.
Wounded in eye, resulting in loss of sight, at Deep Bottom, Virginia August 16, 1864. Retired
on account of wounds February 1865. Roll for February 1865, shows he was elected 1st
Lieutenant of Company C, March 1, 1863, but name does not appear on rolls of this company.
Captured and paroled, Athens, Georgia May 8, 1865. (Born in Georgia December 4, 1842.)
Company B was, also, from Jackson County and known as the "Center Hill Guards."
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North Carolina Plantation Labor Relations Before Reconstruction
“On the Walnut Creek plantation I had Allen Battle, one of
our slaves, in charge. He was a fine looking man, one-fourth
white, as honest and honorable as ever lived and a very good
farmer. His father was black, his mother a mulatto. Allen when
young was the playmate of the sons of his master. When he
grew older he advanced to the dignity of foreman . . . Allen [by
will came to ownership by] my wife and was advanced to the
dignity of overseer, about eighteen hands, as the workers were
called, being placed under his charge. Allen died worth about
$2,000, leaving me exchequer of his will. His wife Sukey never
had a child. He bequeathed to her all he had but requested me to keep the money
in my hands and pay over to her whatever she should ask for. “If she gets it all in
hand,” he said, “her kinfolks will eat her up.” She tried the plan of living with one
of them and they began at once to eat her up. They persuaded her to buy a $200
horse and other things too costly for her station. After two years she took alarm
and came back to my care, rented a house at Flagmarsh, and lived economically.
When she died, she still had about $800, which was distributed among her kin, so
numerous that the share of one was only about $3.50. As a matter of law she could
have called for all the fund [I held] but both she and her kin regarded the provision
in the will as a legal check on extravagant expenditures. I was really vested with
moral but not legal power.”(Memories of an Old time Tarheel, Kemp Plummer Battle, UNC Press)

*****

Members of the 16th GA and The Camp of the Unknown Soldier # 2218 attended an
inspiring concert as the 8th GA Regimental Band performed in Macon on July 27.
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RUNNING SOME WATER THROUGH IT…

The Confederate infantry soldier took good care of
his rifle. Observers of the War recalled the contrast
of a threadbare-dressed soldier to his wellpresented rifle. Could we do a better job - to be
more like those we represent? Strange as it seems,
firing blanks is harder on a musket than live firing
because the lead has a bore-scraping effect. To reenactors, not soldiers, their muskets are just
another "prop" that are part of their "impression". Not only do they neglect cleaning them
but they drop and bang them around unnecessarily. They are tough piece of equipment but
they do have their limits. Poor cleaning is not just unsightly, it can be downright dangerous.
Powder residue left in the breech for an extended time after use can eat pockets into the
metal that could harbor dangerous sparks. To make matters worse, "cake" is a hard ring of
carbon fouling that builds up at the junction of the edge of the breech plug in the bore and
the walls of the barrel and it is almost impossible to clean out without taking out the breech
plug. A good ring of "cake" built up in your breech, it can cause "cook offs" (when the
musket discharges as you pour powder down the barrel to reload). Perhaps, every few
thousand rounds, it might be a good idea to take your musket to a qualified muzzleloader
gunsmith and have him pull the breech plug and fully remove any fouling or "cake" in your
barrel. Often enough, rifles show up at inspections with excessive powder build up and
fouling around the nipple. If this obvious detail has not been attended to what about other
areas that are not so noticeable? Consider opening the lock plate for inspection at least once
a year and apply heavy grease. Case-hardened parts will tolerate almost not rust at all.
There is more to it than just running some water down the barrel - if the water is not hot
enough (boiling) and a dry patch or two or three is not immediately used the barrel can
become a virtual bucket of rust in no time. After our summer drill (in the rain), previously
cleaned, unfired weapons were found to have a good bit of rust from water going down the
barrel (which should have been prevented). Now, no one means to mind your business and
tell you what to do with a rifle that you paid big bucks, but come on, now, are you a soldier
or just another re-enactor? Most rifles are quite capable of outlasting many lifetimes with
proper care. There are weapons in our own ranks that have seen more than a quarter of a
century of faithful service with only the replacement of a minor part or two. The type rifles
that we use are getting more expensive and hard to come all the time - what is worse, have
you had to locate spare parts lately - they are getting scarce and expensive for all makes of
black powder rifles! Have enough economic sense, have enough pride, to properly clean your
rifle after each use. Do your best to make it look like it is brand new. Our ancestor's clean
weapons were more accurate and regiment's first volley could be decisive - Sam Watkins
once recalled that his regiment's initial volley seemed to kill every man in the enemy's front
rank. Black powder fouls a barrel quickly, making it difficult to ram fresh cartridges. Failure
to get the powder and ball all the way down to the breech might result in a misfire, bulge the
barrel or even an explosion. Excessive fouling also increases the weapon's recoil. But we use
our weapons for shooting powder charges at re-enactments - not live firing, or do we? The
fact is that in most units several guys have live-fired their weapons on occasion - some do it
with a degree of regularity - no harm done, or is there? Veterans often talk about "skirts" or
lead rings that can be left in a barrel after firing a Minié ball. Some suggest that there is far
less chance of leaving skirts if you shoot round balls. A lead ring (skirt) can lay in the barrel
for, perhaps, years before deciding to come flying our at an unsuspecting target. I heard of
such instances at the 125th Spotsylvania and 135th Gettysburg events; one that came close
to being fatal. I have heard of a horse being killed by one of these lead rings and a lady who
had one hit her in a face and drop into her shirt pocket as she was photographing a
memorial service. - you hear all kinds of stories, but I feel like there is a t least a fair
element of truth to them. In the photo above, both skirts came from one rifle and were
large enough for a ramrod to pass right through. A period wiper, fiber optic light or a breech
scraper might have caught them. No one seems sure what causes them - maybe bullets cast
from an inferior mold, lead that is too hard or modern re-enactment weapons with a breech
wider than the barrel. Consider being careful.
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NOTHING TO BE GAINED BY RUNNING
“When it was evident in 1865 that Sherman would march on Goldsborough, I
thought that he would lead his army northward from that town. It seemed best
therefore to buy a farm in Wake County so as to have something to fall back on if
the Edgecombe County places should be devastated. It was a mistake but not a
costly one. Sherman came to Raleigh instead of
marching north from Goldsborough but my place
was 18 miles from Raleigh and too much out of
the way to be ravaged. My mules and corn and
fodder were taken but there was no wanton
destruction. After peace was declared, I told the
Negroes that they might cultivate the crops
already planted and we would leave it to the
agent in charge of the Freedman’s Bureau to
divide the crops. I further agreed that I would at
my expense transport them and their household
property back to Edgecombe. This satisfied them
but when the Government officer (called by
them the Bureau) made his award, he placed an
undue estimate on the share to which the land was entitled. He gave me double
what was usual and I at once reduced this allowance to one-third of the corn and
one-fourth of the cotton. I told my Negroes early in the War that if the North
succeeded, freedom would be brought to them. They would gain nothing by
running off, and on the contrary they would incur danger and trouble. I doubt
whether this was needed as other slaves than mine continued quietly at work. But
it is a remarkable evidence of their docility and of their previous kind treatment
that when the cotton factory at Rocky Mount was burned by Northern cavalry from
New Bern, they loaded the wagons with meat under supervision of my overseer,
Mr. Norris, hauled the load three or four miles into the piney woods, and remained
quiet while the Federals passed by. Not one showed a disposition to join the
soldiers. After the war at least half of my hands continued to work as freely hired
or as tenants. Some thought that it looked more like freedom to leave “Old
Marster” and work for somebody else but nearly all continued on the Tar River
farms.” (Memories of an Old time Tarheel, Kemp Plummer Battle, UNC Press, 1945, pp. 129-130)

Fort Hawkins Visitor Center Groundbreaking

The Fort Hawkins Commission and the City of Macon hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony for the Fort Hawkins Visitor Center on
Thursday, July 25, at 10:00 a.m. Special guests and speakers at the
ceremony included members of the Commission, Macon Mayor Robert
Reichert, City Council members, SPLOST Advisory Committee members,
and representatives from the Macon-Bibb County Chamber of
Commerce and New Town Macon. Once completed, the log cabin Visitor
Center will serve as an entry point to the Fort for visitors, providing
information about the early American frontier Fort and the history of
Macon. A winding interpretive trail will connect the Visitor Center with
the 1930's Southeast Blockhouse Replica, which will be open for
touring after the groundbreaking ceremony. After the community
voted and approved for the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST), the Fort
Hawkins Commission received $750,000 for this project. Work on the site began work with
the demolition of an old building at the corner of Emery Highway and Fort Hill Street in
December to make way for the construction of the Visitor Center. The site of the future
Visitor Center is at the corner of Emery Highway and Fort Hill Street. For more information
call 478-742-3003.
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"THINGS NOT SURRENDERED AT APPOMATTOX"
“The Confederate Soldiers were our kinfolk and our heroes.
We testify to the Country our enduring fidelity to their
memory. We commemorate their valor and devotion. There
were some things that were not surrendered at Appomattox.
We did not surrender our rights and history; nor was it one of
the conditions of surrender that unfriendly lips should be
suffered to tell the story of that War or that unfriendly hands
should write the epitaphs of the Confederate dead. We have
the right to teach our children the true history of the war, the
causes that led up to it and the principles involved.”
- Edward Ward Carmack - 1903

*****
MARKER DEDICATION AT OCMULGEE NATIONAL MONUMENT

Members of the 16th Georgia and The Camp of the Unknown Soldier # 2218,
were on hand Saturday morning July 27 when Jim David,
Superintendant of the Ocmulgee National Monument and
Chairman Bill Elliot of the Macon Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee dedicated interpretive markers concerning battles
fought in late July 149 years ago on the east side of the
Ocmulgee near the antebellum Dunlap Farm House in what is
now the National Park Service’s Ocmulgee National Monument.
Remarks were also made by Jim Branan Ocmulgee Park Ranger
and Conie Mac Darnell author of Walking on Cotton, A Civil War and Emancipation Guide to
Macon, Georgia. Because of the establishment of the Ocmulgee National Monument by the
NPS, the property is one of the few if only Civil War battlefield sites preserved within an
urban setting. Ocmulgee is the 11th marker to be dedicated of 14 planned for Macon. As
part of Macon’s commemoration of the Civil War Sesquicentennial (2011-2015), the NPS and
Macon Civil War Trail markers complement the larger Georgia Civil War Trail sharing the
history of that turbulent era.
*****

The Camp of the Unknown Soldier, # 2218 of Clinton, Jones County,
Georgia, held their July 25th meeting at Chevy's Café on Hwy. 49 in
Jones County, where they enjoyed hearing about the 150th Gettysburg
event from Ethan Bloodworth, Earl Colvin, Brick Lee Nelson, Ethan
Bockholt and Beth Colvin, who attended it. Also, we had the honor of
formally inducting Mike Mikus into our brotherhood and approved the
application of our 23rd member, David Dunning. Compatriot Lee
Murdock shared the following familiar words of Edward Ward
Carmack(1858-1908), former Congressman from Tennessee:
Carmack's Pledge to the South
"The SOUTH is a land that has known sorrows; it is a land that has broken the
ashen crust and moistened it with tears; a land scarred and riven by the plowshare
of war and billowed with the graves of her dead; but a land of legend, a land of
song, a land of hallowed and heroic memories.To that land every drop of my blood,
every fiber of my being, every pulsation of my heart, is consecrated forever. I was
born of her womb; I was nurtured at her breast; and when my last hour shall come,
I pray GOD that I may be pillowed upon her bosom and rocked to sleep within her
tender and encircling arms."
Our August 22nd program will be presented by Compatriot Lee Murdock on the
subject of General Moxley Sorrel. The new Camp 2218 logo (left) was skillfully
designed by Compatriot Al McGalliard.
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CANNONBALL RECENTLY FOUND BY CONSTRUCTION CREW IN ATLANTA
The cannonball, which was uncovered Thursday, July 18, 2013, in downtown
Atlanta, turned out to be filled with black powder and small ball bearings,
according to Atlanta police. It was unearthed at the construction site of the new
College Football Hall of Fame. The construction site is located at 100 Centennial
Olympic Park Dr. Atlanta bomb technicians said the cannonball could possibly be
from the Civil War Era. "Without further detailed examination, we cannot
definitively determine the precise date and nature of the device," said Atlanta
police. It was possibly one of an estimated
100,000 shells fired into Atlanta by the Union
Army, as the city was under siege in 1864. Gordon
Jones, the Atlanta History Center's senior military
historian and curator, said it could have been fired
by Federal soldiers outside the city in an effort to
strike the railroad roundhouse, a key military
target. Or, it could have been a Confederate
cannonball that was simply left behind. Atlanta
police called the military EOD personnel to examine the cannonball. They disrupted
the device. It was considered a live round. The Air Force took possession of the
remains since it was military property. (Forwarded by 2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague).

QUIET IN THE RANKS (AGAIN)
It happens all the time. We fall into ranks and march off to the clanging rhythm of
a tin cup, frying pan or other such item that is dangling and unsecured from one of
those long-strapped haversacks. I suppose some think that is the authentic sound
of a soldier (ever since that James Island scene in the
movie "Glory") but the truth is most veteran soldiers had
long-since learned that is best to be as silent and
inconspicuous as possible. And speaking of silent: the
officers and NCO's have repeatedly addressed the issue
of talking in ranks. It is real simple, if you do not hold
the rank of Corporal or above, then you have little or no
reason to utter any sound while in formation.
Occasionally, in drill, when helping train a newcomer, it
is okay to say a brief, quiet word here and there but
some Privates keep up such a constant chatter that it seems like they want to
command the Company themselves - that, too, could be arranged and likely will be.
16th Georgia members - we have the honor of portraying the Confederate soldier,
and as such, one of the greatest military organizations to ever exist. Let us pay due
homage to their memory and at least imitate them closely. There are few things
you can do to enhance your authenticity more than keeping your mouth shut and
acting like a soldier!!! So, before the NCO's start calling people out for running their
mouth, let's keep it QUIET IN THE RANKS. By the way we used the SHHHHHHHHHH
illustration of the acclaimed comedy act of Stan Laurel (1890–1965) and Oliver
Hardy (1892–1957) for a reason. We have mentioned in a previous issue that
Oliver Hardy was a REAL SON. Hardy’s father, Sgt. Oliver Hardy, enlisted at age
nineteen in the 16th Georgia Infantry, took part in sixteen engagements and was
wounded at the Battle of Antietam, on Sept. 17, 1862 Sgt. Oliver Hardy died three
days before Thanksgiving in 1892, ten months after the birth of his son, the future
partner of Stan Laurel. History is a small, often intimate place.
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The 149th Anniversary of the War
Graciously forwarded to us by Earlene Hamilton:
Fort Walker was a redoubt built by
Confederate forces in 1863, located on
what is now the southeastern corner of
Grant Park in Atlanta. After Grant Park
was established in the 1880s, a granite
pedestal, a collection of four cannon,
and two bronze lions commemorated
the site of the fort. After years of
vandalism by park visitors, the cannon
were removed in the late 1980s, and
one was stolen. The pair of bronze lions
also went missing. Today, only a state historic marker remains. It reads:
Southeastern salient of Atlanta's inner line of fortifications erected during the
Summer & Fall of 1863. The line consisted of a cordon of redoubts on hills
connected by rifle pits encircling the city, aggregating some 10.5 miles of
earthworks designed & supervised by Col. L. P. Grant, pioneer citizen, construction
engineer & railroad builder of Atlanta. It is one of a few remnants of a line that
withstood the quartering steel and climbing fire of Federal armies for forty-two
days and was evacuated only when the lone remaining railroad line was cut. The
fort was named for Major General W.H.T. Walker, killed in the Battle of Atlanta.
July 22 marked the 149th Anniversary of the Battle of Atlanta. David Mitchell
writes, "It would seem rather easy to think that a fortification … would still be
present, but there is really only one left."
July 30, 2013 marked the
anniversary of the day
when Union artillery fire
struck the home of Asa
Holt (destined to be
known as the Cannonball
House) in Macon, Georgia.
The projectile was
launched by cavalry
forces under General
George Stoneman during
the Battle of Dunlap Hill
(at the site of the Ocmulgee national Monument). The Hotchkiss shell "struck the
sand sidewalk, passed through the second column from the left on the gallery and
entered the parlor over a window, landing unexploded in the hall." Stoneman's
command, then, retreated north through Clinton, Georgia, seeking the refuge of
their lines. However, on the morning of July 31, 1864, their progress was abruptly
halted by a Confederate force near Round Oak, Georgia. This began the day-long
Battle of Sunshine Church which resulted in the capture of Stoneman and a portion
of his force. General Stoneman, the highest ranking Union captive of the War,
would be imprisoned in Macon's Camp Oglethorpe.
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STANDING IN THE NEED OF PRAYER
RAY CROSS (Alan Richards' step father)
TIM PILGRIM GA State SCV Adjutant - surgery August 13
RICKY SMITH - surgery recovery
TIM FOWLER - surgery recovery
BRITANY THOMPSON (WATCHDOG'S DAUGHTER) - surgery recovery
JERRY HAMILTON - (with us at Shiloh) - recovery
UNSOKEN REQUESTS - Duke
*****

SOME INTERESTING BOOKS
A Disease in the Public Mind: A New Understanding of Why We Fought the Civil War
By Thomas Fleming - By the time John Brown hung from the gallows for his crimes
at Harper’s Ferry, Northern abolitionists had made him a “holy martyr” in their
campaign against Southern slave owners. This Northern hatred for Southerners long
predated their objections to slavery. They were convinced that New England, whose
spokesmen had begun the American Revolution, should have been the leader of the
new nation. Instead, they had been displaced by Southern “slavocrats” like Thomas
Jefferson. This malevolent envy exacerbated the South’s greatest fear: a race war.
Jefferson’s cry, “We are truly to be pitied,” summed up their dread. For decades,
extremists in both regions flung insults and threats, creating intractable enmities. By 1861, only a war
that would kill a million men could save the Union.
The Battle of Franklin (TN): When the Devil had Full Possession of the Earth
By James R. Knight - In late November 1864, the last Southern army east of the Mississippi that was
still free to maneuver started out from northern Alabama on the Confederacy's last
offensive. John Bell Hood and his Army of Tennessee had dreams of capturing Nashville
and marching on to the Ohio River, but a small Union force under Hood's old West Point
roommate stood between him and the state capital. In a desperate attempt to smash
John Schofield's line at Franklin, Hood threw most of his men against the Union works,
centered on the house of a family named Carter, and lost 30 percent of his attacking
force in one afternoon, crippling his army and setting it up for a knockout blow at
Nashville two weeks later.
*****

WHAT SECESSION WAS - AND WHAT IT WAS NOT
Secession represented stability, not disorder; the Confederacy
was the fulfillment, not the end, of the American dream. A
sermon preached in South Carolina explained that “The doctrines
of the original Puritans were, and are, the doctrines of the Bible,
but the descendants of the Puritans have gone far astray from the
beliefs of their forefathers.”
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"HONEST ABE" - HOW DO YOU LIKE ME NOW?

Recently, vandals splashed paint on the Lincoln statue prompting it's
temporary closure. This is as wrong as it gets among a civilized people. We
are not yet some third world country where the damage of public property
is all but sanctioned. However, this wanton defacement pales in
comparison to what is repeatedly done to Confederate monuments and
gravesites. Our public education system teaches that Lincoln may have
been the greatest president, ever. This indoctrination worked on me until I
learned to read well then the deception was over. I learned that since the
16th President refused to recognize the Confederacy that the War he waged
on his own Country was both unholy and unconstitutional. He illegally
blockaded Southern ports, suspended writs of habeas corpus, increased the
army with no act of Congress, interfered with the freedom of the press and
arbitrarily imprisoned private citizens. Thus, Lincoln promoted a doctrine
utterly subversive to the Constitution with actions that
could not be lawfully exercised by the government,
regardless of the emergency. The Union became a
centralized regime without any effective limitation upon
its powers, as Lincoln rejected the notion of the social
equality of the races, believed African-Americans could
not be assimilated into white society, resisted their
Union army enlistments, opposed their habitation in the
western territories and held to the view that they
should be resettled abroad. Yes, I read a lot of facts
about this President that my teachers omitted and when
I learned to write better, I told others.

COMMON GRAVESTONE SYMBOLS

We are often at places of
burial installing markers
doing genealogical research
or performing memorial
services. As such we see a
larger array of grave
markers with a seeming
endless variety of symbols.
These symbols have definite
meanings - here are a few:

ANCHOR - hope; BELL - mourning; CELTIC CROSS - faith and eternity
DOOR - entrance to Heaven; EYE - humility; FISH - faith, life
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