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16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment, Company G  

"The Jackson Rifles" 
 

Enemy at the Gates of Macon 
 

 
The 16th Georgia portrays Georgia Militia at Dunlap Farm  

 

TO THE CITIZENS OF MACON HEAD QUARTERS -  Macon July 30, 1864  

The enemy is now in sight of your houses. We lack force. I appeal to every man, 

Citizen or Refugee, who has a gun of any kind, or can get one, to report at the 

Court House with the least possible delay, that you may be thrown into Companies 

and aid in  the defense of the city. A prompt response is expected from every 

patriot.       -  JOSEPH E. BROWN     
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On Saturday, July 26, the 16th Georgia Infantry Regiment, Co., G and Sons of 

Confederate Veterans Camp #2218 of Old Clinton, Georgia were both privi leged 

and honored to be invited to participate in the 150th Anniversary of The Battle of 

Dunlap Hill. Cannon firing demonstrations, living history programs, cavalry tactics, 

period camps and activities marked the anniversary staged at the historic location  

at the Ocmulgee National Monument, in Macon, Georgia.  - 
     July 30, 1864 found Union General George H. Stoneman, 2,500 cavalry troopers and two  
3 - inch ordnance rifles (artillery) positioned at the Dunlap Farm, facing Macon across a 

swollen Ocmulgee River. It was the first chapter of a saga that would result in 
the capture of Stoneman (the highest ranking Union captive of the War) and 
much of his a ssaulting force by combined Southern forces. In this action, 
shells from his artillery resulted in damage to the Macon home of Judge Asa 
Holt  (The Cannonball House). Part of the defense of Macon was made by a 
determined Georgia Militia which the 16th Geor gia was honored to portray.  
Additionally, the talented and diligent efforts of SCV Camp 2218 members and 

the ladies associated with our organizations gave insight into the daily lives, needs, chores, 

music, medicine, toys, games and activities of the citi zens of that time.   

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=740074146034953&set=a.626392374069798.1073741835.100000971222046&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/ocmulgeenps/photos/a.710919072296875.1073741833.111080888947366/710919452296837/?type=1&relevant_count=1


     Macon, Georgia is an amazing crossroads of history. Some say the first cannon 

firing and the first baptism in the new world occurred in this immediate area.  

     Recently, the Ocmulgee National Monument hosted a commemoration of the 

July 1864 Stoneman Raid. When General Stoneman arrayed his forces near the 

Dunlap Farm, his personal staff included a young Irish - born officer by the name of 

Myles Keogh.  Recrui te d from the Vatican Guard for the Union Army by Secretary 

of State William Seward, Myles served on General John Burford's staff at 

Gettysburg.  At the Battle of Sunshine Church, near Round Oak, Georgia,  Keogh 

was captured along with Stoneman and remained a  prisoner in 

Macon's Camp Oglethorpe for  2 - 1/2 months.  After the War he 

returned to his native Ireland for a visit before returning to America 

and resuming his soldier life under General George A. Custer.   The 

rest, as they say, is history.  Myles Patri ck Keogh would fight his last 

battle on June 26, 1876 at Little Bighorn and rest there until 

Keogh's remains were interred in Fort Hill Cemetery  in Auburn, New 

York  on October 26, 1877.  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Hill_Cemetery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auburn,_New_York


 

 

*****  

"I feel better satisfied with myself to be a prisoner of war, much as I hate 

it, than to be amongst those who owe their escape  to considerations of 
self - preservation."  

Major General George Stoneman, , U. S. Army, Prisoner of War  

(Macon, GA., August 6, 1864)  

*****  
  
 
 

Willie Ray òSwampyò Johnson  
has Retired!  
 
After 40 years of government service at the 

Kennesaw Mountain National  Battlefield Park, Willie 
ñSwampyò Johnson  retired on Thursday, July 31, 

2014. The 16th Georgia grew to be exceptionally 
fond of this gentleman while working at Kennesaw 
Battlefield Park. We were naturally, grateful for one 

more occasion  to be with him on  July 26th, at 
Ocmulgee. We wish him all the very best and hope 

to still see him around from time to time.  
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