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“My Friend, the Enemy” 
 

"It is the Christmas of 1862 on Virginia’s Rappahannock River following the Battle 
of Fredericksburg a few weeks earlier. As if weary of the war’s inhumanity, 
Southern and Northern soldiers began meeting with each other between the lines. 
Such fraternization was forbidden on both sides, but the soldiers did so anyway 
that winter. They met to play cards, exchange gossip and barter Northern coffee 
for Southern tobacco.  Here, a handful of soldiers from the Army of Northern 
Virginia have made their way across to trade with the Northern troops. They are 
cautious, but trusting ….." - Mort Kunstler 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=musical+notes+first+noel&start=164&num=10&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=974&bih=449&tbm=isch&tbnid=QIcZakqllQGHSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/christmas-religious/songs-carols/&docid=RV_HEo-7Fa8ZWM&imgurl=http://media.apples4theteacher.com/images/icons/christmas/note.gif&w=36&h=50&ei=cebJUNqEK8Oi2AXZ1oBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=111&dur=193&hovh=50&hovw=36&tx=94&ty=43&sig=116460954412374832673&page=10&tbnh=50&tbnw=36&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:74,s:100,i:226


Merry Christmas from the 16th Geo. 

 
Richland Church - Nov. 30th & Dec. 1 

 
Hubbard Middle School - Dec. 4            Dec. 7 Cochran Parade  &  14-16 Drive Thru 

 
 Oaky Woods Hike/Col. Redding Grave (see pg. 4) - Dec. 8        Dec. 16 Play in Macon       
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CHRISTMAS AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE - DEC. 8 
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CHRISTMAS IN DIXIE 

     Due to the blockades around the Confederate states, families could not find certain types of food 
and merchandise for their holiday celebrations, and available items were outrageously priced. The 

Southerners had to substitute many of the ingredients in the favorite Christmas recipes, and they had 

to make the most of their gifts and tree decorations. In Richmond, where Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis and his family lived, it was discovered that the orphans at the Episcopalian home had 

been previously promised a Christmas tree, toys, and candy. The people of Richmond creatively worked 
together to bring Christmas to the orphans in spite of the war's shortages: "The kind-hearted 

confectioner was interviewed by our committee of managers, and he promised a certain amount of his 
simpler kinds of candy, which he sold easily for a dollar and a half a pound, but he drew the line at 

cornucopias to hold it, or sugared fruits to hang on the tree, and all the other vestiges of Christmas 
creations which had lain on his hands for years. The ladies dispersed in anxious squads of toy-hunters, 

and each one turned over the store of her children's treasures for a contribution to the orphan's tree. 
My little ones rushed over to the great house looking up to their treasure of eyeless dolls, three-legged 

horses, tops with the upper peg broken off, rubber tops, monkeys with all the squeak gone silent and 
all the ruck of children's toys that gather in a nursery closet. Some small feathered chickens and 

parrots which nodded their heads in obedience to a weight beneath them were furnished with new tail 
feathers, lambs minus much of their wool were supplied with a cotton-wool substitute. Rag dolls were 

plumped out and recovered with clean cloth, and the young ladies painted their fat faces in bright 

colors and furnished them with beads for eyes."- Varina Davis, 1864 

16TH GA. CO. G 
Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213 
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 

1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796 
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 

Adjutant John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531  
waynedobson51@yahoo.com / waynedobson@cox.net 

1st  Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards – 478-308-9739 
2nd Corp. Charles "Goodtime" Whitehead - 478-986-8943 

Bvt. 3rd Corp. Lee Curtis - 478-365-6785 
Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958 

Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 
Assistant Chaplain – Joel Whitehead - 478-986-8798 

Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840 
ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES"- Over 2,140 FRIENDS  

2011-12 issues of "The Dawg" available                                                                     NEW MEMBERS 
@ (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to Steve Scroggins                                           Jeff White & Bobby Duskin 

***** 
Col. Abner F. Redding, 3rd Brigade, 7th Regt. GA Militia, was  idolized by 
the men he led up the hill toward "high-water mark" at The Battle of 
Griswoldville. There, he lay down his life for the beloved Cause.  The War 
was cruel to the Redding family. Abner's parents, Thomas and Maria 
Searcy Redding had 8 children. During the War 5 sons and both sons-in-
law were killed as well as a grandson, and a number of nephews and 
cousins. Among this sad toll was Abner's brother, James, also killed at 
Griswoldsville and another brother, William, who died of Griswoldville 
wounds on June 6, 1865.  Col. Redding's grave is shown on page 2. 
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JANUARY 11-13 - WINTER CAMP AT CLINTON, GA 

FEBRUARY 15-17 - OLUSTEE, FLORIDA  
ARTILLERY TRAINING AT TOMMY WALLACE'S - TO BE ANNOUNCED 

CAMPAIGN TRIP AT ALAN RICHARDS - TO BE ANNOUNCED  

FIELD TRIPS - TO BE ANNOUNCED 

MARCH - BROXTON'S BRIDGE, EHRHARDT, SC (53rd GA event) 
MARCH - MANASSAS, GA - (3rd weekend) 

APRIL 5-7 -  KENNESAW LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM  
APRIL - CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY - SCHEDULE  TO BE ANNOUNCED (Around the 26th) 

APRIL - OLD CLINTON WORKDAYS - DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 
MAY - WAR DAYS (first weekend)  

MAY - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY AT ERVIN GARNTO'S (IN 2012 IT WAS ON May 26th) 
JUNE 27-30 - 150TH GETTYSBURG  - This is the Blue-Gray Army event. Register on line…$20. 

JULY - SUMMER DRILL - DATE & PLACE TO BE ANNOUNCED (last year it was July 7th) 
SEPTEMBER - BATTLE OF ATLANTA AT NASH FARM? (29th-30th?) 

SEPTEMBER - HURRICANE SHOALS (last year 15th & 16th) 
SEPTEMBER - SCV SALUTE TO VETERANS (last year 15th)   
SEPTEMBER 20-22 - CHICKAMAUGA  
OCTOBER - ANDERSONVILLE (1st weekend) 

NOVEMBER - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL (17th IN 2012) 

NOVEMBER - CBH APPARITIONS (IN 2012 , ON THE 10th)  

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS @ RICHLAND CHURCH 
DECEMBER - CBH CHRISTMAS (IN 2012 IT WAS ON THE 8th) 

 (CONFIRMED DEVENTS ARE UNDERLINED) 

Speech Marks 
"The south is a land that has known sorrows; It is a land that has broken the ashen crust and 

moistened it with tears; A land scarred and riven by the plowshare of war and 
billowed with the graves of her dead; but a land of legend, a land of song, a land of 

hallowed and heroic memories. To that land every drop of my blood, ever fiber of my 
being, every pulsation of my heart, is consecrated forever. I was born of her womb; I 

was nurtured at her breast; and when my last hour shall come, I pray God that I may 
be pillowed upon her bosom and rocked to sleep with her tender and encircling 

arms".                                    - Tennessee Senator  Edward Ward Carmack, 1858-1908                  

 
 "Whether in the United States the citizen owed allegiance to the Federal Government or his State 

Government was a question upon which men had divided since the birth of the Republic. The men 
of the North responded to the call of the sovereign to whose allegiance they acknowledged loyally - 

the men of the South did the same. It was a battle between rival conceptions of sovereignty rather 
than one between a sovereign and its acknowledged citizens."   

                                                                    - Henry Carter Stuart, Governor of Virginia, June 8, 1917 
 

Because I was born in the South, I’m a Southerner.  
If I had been born in the North, the West or the Central Plains,  

I would be just a human being.’  

                                               - Clyde Edgerton, Southern author 

 
"No people in the history of the world have ever been so 

misunderstood, so misjudged, and so cruelly maligned."     
                                           - General John Brown Gordon (1832-1904) 

 

"Wasted Valor, by Gregory A. Coco - In 1871, Dr. Rufus B.  Weaver began to collect the Confederate dead at Gettysburg. He 
shipped 385 skeleton south. This was very hard work for Weaver to collect these remains, frequently working 15 to 20 hours 

a day, in hot and dirty conditions, personally supervised opening of each grave and handling the 
remains himself. One deplorable fact was that some landowners refused to allow the bodies to be 
removed without being paid in cash. One example of how greedy some people were was the case of Lt. 
Col David Winn, 4th GA. He was buried on V. Oliver Blocher's farm and Blocher kept for himself a gold 
plate and teeth from the officer's skull and would not let Winn's family have the dental set unless he 
was paid ten dollars. After making several futile trips to see Blocher and his father, David, to attempt to 
persuade them to give up the gold plate, Dr. Weaver finally relented and paid five dollars to close the 
deal. One good ending to this story is that the press found out about what the Blocher men did and  
called  them, "foul, faithless wretches, of barbaric unprincipled greediness and vile scum of humanity".                                                        
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http://southernnationalist.com/blog/2012/04/15/the-south-as-opposition-to-america/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_brown_gordon.html
http://www.mainstreetrag.com/CEdgerton_Px.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Henry+Carter+Stuart&view=detail&id=971716FCBC2A2AF6BBDFA68F288059BF63591450&first=1
http://emergingcivilwardotcom.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/gen-john-p-gordon1.jpeg?w=640
http://hsrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=Av.TmFgRFc0fe.4Q8koqMoGevZx4;_ylu=X3oDMTF2YnRuc2pnBGNwb3MDMgRnA2lkLTI4OTk0MDUEaW50bAN1cwRwb3MDMQRzZWMDbW0tdmlkBHNsawN2aWRlbwR0ZXN0AzcwMQ--/SIG=13eo6egag/EXP=1355336329/**http:/gma.yahoo.com/video/tv-26594281/amish-mafia-new-reality-show-to-debut-31309997.html


Camp 2218 - We now have an updated mailing address for 

Compatriot Matthew Whitehead (U.S. Navy): 

   E-2 WHITEHEAD, MATTHEW 
                                             .I. 

 230 CHEVALIER FIELD AVE. 
                                                 PENSACOLA, FL 32508-5151 

   Our goal is a simple one - to be a camp that actively serves. We have a lot of young men who are just 
getting into the SCV and they are quite eager. First, we will be taking a diligent care of each and every 

Confederate grave we know of in Jones County and beyond those bounds as we can. The Old Clinton 
Methodist Church in Gray, GA, for example, will get 4 scheduled clean up days per year by our labors - 

more than 20 vets there. As the name of our Camp implies, we have a special passion for the 
UNKNOWNS. We are a group that is almost 2/3 re-enactors, thus, we hope to help out with as many 

memorial services as we can - this is a solid priority to us. We have enjoyed, in recent years, working 
with the Milledgeville Camp, for example, in memorial services held at Memory Hill Cemetery. Our 

unfailing participation will be evident at the Rose Hill service in Macon, as well as a more pronounced 
involvement in the Old Clinton service in Gray and the Griswoldville Battlefield Commemoration. May 

God and man find us faithful. As stated in the November issue of this newsletter, The Jones Co., Camp 
of The Unknown Soldier, #2218 counted the recent Griswoldville Memorial service event as their 

November meeting and they decided not to meet in December due to the holiday season. The next 

scheduled meeting will be at Chevy's Café, Hwy. 49 on Thursday, January 24,  2013 and it will be 

dedicated to the birthdays of Generals Lee & Jackson.  We eat @ 6PM, meet @ 7pm, usually out a little 
past 8pm. For more information call J.C. Nobles @ 478-718-3201 or Wayne Dobson @ 478-731-5531. 

Per Ricky Smith the Old Clinton Memorial Service is now managed by Camp 2218. 

   Camp 688 - The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Old Capitol Camp #688, of Milledgeville, 
cordially invites you to join in their celebration Honoring the birthdays of Generals Lee 
Jackson at their 22nd Annual Lee-Jackson Banquet and Ball Sat., Jan. 19, 2013, 7:00 PM at 
the Milledgeville Country Club 3700 Sinclair Dam Rd. Period, Formal or Semi Formal Attire 
$35.00 per person. Buffet, Band and a Cash Bar R.S.V.P. By January 9, 2013 to Old Capitol 
Camp No. 688, P.O. Box 167, Milledgeville, GA 31059-0167. For more info call: Craig 
Coleman or Konreid Etheredge Phone: 478-456-4583 or 475-454-7446. Email: 
aslan01@charter.net email: konreid@windstream.net  Motel Reservations: Fairfield Inn and 
Suits, 2631a N. Columbia St. Phone: 478-452-5202, special rate $89.00 + Tax   Mention: 
“Sons of Confederate Veterans” 
   Camp 18 - The General Edward Dorr Tracy Jr. camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Macon, 
GA held a dedication service at the Griswoldville marker on Saturday, December 1. 

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY 
We prayerfully remember all those who recently lost loved ones, even since this time last 
year, and especially those poor souls who grieve in Connecticut. Such pain is seldom more 

acute than at Christmas. May God, by His Spirit, comfort them as only He can. 
"what if God's blessings come through raindrops, what if His healing comes through tears…" 

GET WELL WISHES - PRAYERS NEEDED 
"…the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up…"- James 5:15 

Please remember Tim "Cleotis" Fowler in earnest prayer. He had serious surgery at the Coliseum 

Hospital in Macon, Georgia December 10, came home a few days but has had complications; doing 

some better. Keep Mrs. Mary Sue Coleman, hospitalized since Thanksgiving in your prayers. She is the 

wife of Camp #688 Commander Craig Coleman,. Kim Beck, 4th Brigade SCV Commander hopes to have 

his mother home for Christmas from rehab where she has been undergoing physical therapy after a 

successful surgery. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
As always we are so grateful to all who took and shared the fine photographs of this issue. Among 

them are Mary Whitehead, Sheri Williams, Heidi Edge, Dixie Curtis, Kellie Banks, and Brenda Dobson 
and Beth Colvin. 

 

A NEW WORD 
INEPTOCRACY - A system of government where the least capable to lead are elected by the least 
capable of producing, and where the members sustain themselves, succeed or are rewarded with goods 

and services paid for by the confiscated wealth of a diminishing number of producers.  
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LETTERS TO THE HOWLING DAWG EDITOR 

   After Barack Obama was elected to a second term back in November, 
there was worry from many Americans.  In my home of Jones County 
Georgia, I often heard the outcry that Obama will be the death of the 
United States.  His economic policies some say will run the country into 
the ground.  But, this is simply not the case.  
    Let us first examine the nature of the United States government itself.  
It is endowed with a system of checks and balances that makes unilateral 
action difficult though not impossible.  But as long as government is 
divided, the president will encounter obstacles to passing his agenda.  For 
a government to be divided, one party must control either the Executive or 
at least one house of Congress.  The Republicans control the House just as 
they did after the 2010 election.  During this time, Obama was unable to 
pass a number of his policies due to being stonewalled in the House. Therefore, Obama's 
legislative goals as expressed through the Democratic party will not be able to come to 
complete fruition because the Republicans are willing to resist Obama's liberal agenda. 
    Let us continue to take a look at Congress as it relates to Obama's ability to get his 
agenda across.  But now we will examine the nature of the Congress and the people who 
put the Congressmen into power.  Though Obama's electoral victory was great, Obama only 
took the popular vote by about two million votes.  Now, it is an established fact that 
congressmen will appeal to their constituents.  Congressmen wish to be re-elected so they 
will appeal to those who put them in office.  NOW, nearly half of the country's constituents 
who voted back in November did not want Obama as president.  Therefore, congressmen 
will be unwilling to follow Obama when their constituents do not favor him.  Let us now 
consider the nature of the Executive Branch itself.  It is far more limited than prospective 
presidents.  So, while on the campaign, presidents make promises that they will be unable 
to keep due to the limited power of the Executive Branch.  While on the campaign trail for 
the 2012 election, Obama stated that he would not be able to complete all he promised.  
Obama used this springboard as a reason to campaign for re-election in 2012.  But now that 
he has been elected, Obama will attempt to accomplish his former promises, but is likely to 
meet similar results to those in his first term. For reasons why this is so, see above. 
When reviewing all of the arguments above, it is clear that the Obama election victory in 
2012 does not significantly change the destiny of America.  - Ethan Bloodworth 
                                                                  ***** 
   Our re-enactment company goes by the historical Company G nickname of the "Jackson Rifles" but it 
was also popularly known and the "Jackson Volunteers" and the "Oconee Volunteers". As a regiment, 

the 16th Georgia was sometimes called the "Sallie Twiggs" regiment. Around the time of Gettysburg 
the regiment was commanded by Colonel Goode Bryan (born in Hancock Co., buried in Augusta). Ed 

Cheney of Gettysburg writes "I believe we know why the 16th Ga. Infantry Regiment was called the 
"Sallie Twiggs" regiment. Apparently Brig. Gen. (August 1863) Bryan of the 16th had a daughter, Sally 

Twiggs Bryan who was born in 1859. We believe the regiment was named in honor of this child."                                                                  

                                                                  ***** 
    John Brown Gordon said of his fellow Southerners, "no people in the history 

of the world have ever been so misunderstood, so misjudged, and so cruelly 
maligned." That has not changed. American country music artist and actor, 

Tracy Darrell "Trace" Adkins, wore a custom earpiece decorated like a 
Confederate flag when he performed for the recent Rockefeller Center 

Christmas Tree Lighting. Immediately, the media released a predictable and 
uneducated onslaught by erroneously referring to the emblem as "the Stars 

and Bars" in the same radical vein as the 1991 NAACP National Resolution which vowed "to rid the 
earth of every vestige of the Confederacy." Only Confederate and Christian symbols seem to draw such 

ire these days - all others get a free pass. The next day, the Louisiana-born Adkins refreshingly refused 
any hint of apology by explaining that; “as a proud American I object to oppression of any kind. To me, 

the Confederate battle flag represents remembrance of my Southern lineage – I am a descendant of 
Confederate soldiers who followed that flag into battle. I advocate for the preservation of America’s 

battlefields and honest conversation about our Country’s history. To those who view the flag as a 

symbol of racism, that was not my message and I did not intend offense.”Does a some logic of 

contemptible retribution coerce the denial of heritage to selected Americans in this land of the free? Jwd                                                             
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LITTLE DEEDS DONE 
 

"For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to 
Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward."   - Mark 9:41 

 
     The year was 1919, one year after the end of World War I, and the people of Atlanta, 
Georgia were celebrating the Christmas Season. Many people attended their Church or 
Synagogue and gave thanks to God for his many blessings. Folks, while shopping, were 
uplifted by sweet sounds of Christmas music played by the Salvation Army Band. There was 
a friendly and charitable atmosphere during this time of the year. Some, however, were not 
as fortunate. The aging veterans, in the Confederate Soldier’s Home, were proud men who 
had braved many a battle in the 1860s. 
One of these men was former Captain 
Thomas Yopp who saw such battles as 
Fredericksburg where a cannon shell 
burst knocked him unconscious. The man 
who stayed with him until he recovered was 
his servant, Bill, who had also joined 
the 14th Georgia Regiment, Company H. 
Bill Yopp was more than a servant; he and 
Thomas Yopp were friends who hunted and 
fished together. Naturally, Bill, a black 
Confederate, was sympathetic to the men 
of Atlanta’s soldier's home at 401 
Confederate Ave. who had been his 
compatriots in arms over fifty years earlier. 
Nicknamed “Ten Cent Bill” because of 
the money he made shining shoes at a dime 
a shine; he used his earnings to aid his aging Compatriots in any way he could.  For 
example, during that Christmas of 1919, Bill saw a way to pay back some of the kindness 
that was shown to him. He caught a train from Atlanta to Macon, where he was offered help 
from the editor of a local newspaper, "The Macon Telegraph". He then caught a train to 
Savannah to raise Christmas money for the old veterans and met  many generous people on 
that trip. Just before Christmas Georgia’s Governor Hugh Dorsey helped him distribute 
envelopes of three dollars to each veteran from the money Bill had raised. That was a lot of 
money in those days and many of these aged soldiers had little or nothing  - the old 
Confederates were speechless!  Many tears were shed because of Bill Yopp’s  kindness and 
he was soon invited to come into the Home’s Chapel to say a few words. Later, he was 
presented a medal of appreciation for his support of the old soldiers and voted in as a 
resident of the Confederate Soldier’s Home. Bill died on June 3, 1936, the 128th birthday of 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis, and was buried with honors at Marietta, Georgia’s 
Confederate Cemetery with his compatriots.  
     Life on earth does change. For most of my years it was a fine thing to wish someone a 
"Merry Christmas" - no more, according to some. Merchants were not nearly so rabid about 
sales and, of course, we all had many more loved ones to share those good times with. 
Much had changed, but God says, "I am the LORD, I change not…" (Malachi 3:6). Most of all 
I am thankful for that fact as I approach the Christmas of 2012.  The Lord Jesus Christ is 
"the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8), He is still the center of Christmas 
regardless of what ANY man says. During the Christmas season, I often think about some of 
those people I have known over the years, who have now passed from our midst.  As I 
wrote this devotional one came to mind. Bernard Harris was a long time member at Macon 
Evangelistic Church and an integral part in the productions of the 1996 and 1998 
"Gettysburg in Georgia" event.  He often said, little deeds done are better than great deeds 
planned." They sure are ….. Merry Christmas - jwd  From: “10 Cent Bill” by Charles W. Hampton 

***** 
“There is a big difference between what we have the right to do and what is right to do.” 

- former Supreme Court justice Potter Stewart 
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 

 

"Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift."  - 2 Corinthians 9:15 
    

CONFEDERATE CHRISTMAS 
Winter's icy blast has come, heralding the arrival of a Christmas far away from home and family. The soldiers 
must share the pleasures of the holiday amongst 
themselves, without loved ones, but not without some 
merriment. Some have brandished an axe to retrieve a 
Yuletide tree for the camp, and perhaps St. Nicholas 
will pay a visit to these men so far from home. Will he 
leave behind simple, yet much needed, gifts as new 
socks, a scarf, or a shirt? Perhaps it will be a box sent 
from family and friends they miss. No matter, for these 
men will decorate the tree with pieces of hardtack and 
bright paper. From modest haversacks will come a 
feast, and a bottle of spirits produced to enliven and 
warm the day. During the few hours of peace, they 
have their celebration. A lonely young soldier raises 
his voice in song: "Never forget the dear ones, around 
the social hearth, sunny smiles of gladness, the songs 
of artless mirth; other scene may woo thee, in other 
lands to roam, never forget the dear ones, that cluster 
round thy home" "Never Forget the Dear Ones"- George F. Root.                                                                                 - Mort Kunstler 
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

   With a perpetually tight budget and parents who  were diligent stewards 
over what God had blessed them with, my sisters 

and I were raised in a home where we grew what 

we could, made what we could and bought only 

what we could not trade for. Each Christmas 
season, naturally brought the added festive 

requirements, so Daddy started planting cedar 

seedlings a year apart and before too long we 
were able to walk out the back door and cut our 

own Christmas tree - always had one just the 

right size.  Decorations were often home made. 
On one occasion, Mama cut stars from cardboard, 

painted them silver and hung them all over the tree.  Today these well-

worn ornaments are among the most treasured of family heirlooms and I 

think everyone in the family has one hanging on their tree.      
   Christmas traditions are not always from days long ago. A few years ago 

the family started going out to eat after Christmas Eve communion. Many 

restaurants were, of course, closed, but we found a Chinese buffet that 
was open. While eating, we joked about how it reminded us of the episode 

in the movie, "The Christmas Story" where, they, too, resorted to a eatery 

on Christmas Eve. We headed home doing our best to sing "deck the halls 
with boughs of holly, Fa ra ra ra ra…" and decided this would be our 

custom from then on.  

 

AWAY WITH THE MANGER 
   Normally, Christmas decorations last for many years and the sturdier 

ones sometimes endure to become cherished heirlooms.  Occasionally, an 

item could stand replacing and I chose this year to purchase a 
new, table top nativity scene.  

   I started at some of the local pharmacies which seasonably 

stock a selection of tree trimming supplies. Nope, no manger 
scene there; not large, nor small, not at any location. Next, I 

tried the trusty "Dollar" stores which have blossomed during this economy.  

There, I found several versions of Santa, Rudolph and Frosty but there was 

no baby Jesus, no Mary, Joseph, shepherds nor wise men.  A clerk asked 
what I was looking for and when I explained, she gave me an peculiar look 

and said, "gracious no, we have not had those in at least two years!"  Well, 

the "big box" stores have everything, surely they will have a splendid 
assortment. They did, but they were just not my ethnic preference.  

   Many years ago, there was "no room in the inn" for Jesus, now there is 

no place in retail; instead of "away in a manger" it is now "away with the 

manger." 
   Somewhat stunned and reasonably dejected, I bought some glue and a 

few other items as the clerk wished me "happy holidays", then headed 

home to repair my well-worn remembrance of what the season is all about 
anyway. 
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IN MEMORY AT CHRISTMAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These Southern Heroes of the 16th Georgia Regiment were buried 
at Gettysburg: 

 
Albert Allen, Co A, 16th Georgia was laid to rest at the East side of M. Fissels woods, across the creek. 

 
J. R. Crosby, Co. B, 16th Georgia 
A. E. Oliver, Co B, 16th Georgia 

J. D. Reed (or Reid) Co C, 16th Georgia 
W. B. Elrod, Co. G, 16th Georgia 

plus 7 graves unmarked and unknown 
All were buried at the Cunningham Place, across 

the creek from  Crawford's, Wofford's Brigade Hospital, McLaws' Div., Longstreet's Corps
 

MAJOR BATTLES: 
Seven Days Battles (June 25-July 1, 1862)  

Savage's Station (June 29, 1862)  
Allen's Farm (July 1, 1862)  
Malvern Hill (July 1, 1862)  

South Mountain (September 14, 1862)  
Antietam (September 17, 1862)  

Fredericksburg (December 13, 1862) 
Chancellorsville (May 1-4, 1863)  

Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863)  
Chickamauga [not engaged] (September 19-20, 1863)  

The Wilderness (May 5-6, 1864)  
Spotsylvania Court House (May 8-21, 1864)  

North Anna (May 23-26, 1864)  
Cold Harbor (June 1-3, 1864)  

Petersburg Siege (June 1864-April 1865)  
Cedar Creek (October 19, 1864)  

Sayler's Creek (April 6, 1865)  
Appomattox Court House (April 9, 1865 

***** 

YOU MIGHT JUST BE ONE ! 
You just might be a 16th GA member if: It never occurred to you to be offended by the 
phrase, 'One nation, under God..' You might be from the Jackson Rifles if: You've never 
protested about seeing the 10 Commandments posted in public places. You might be from 
Co. G if: You still say ' Christmas' instead of 'happy holidays' You might be 16th if: You bow 
your head when someone prays. You might be a Dawg Soldier if: You stand and place your 
hand over your heart when they play the National Anthem or Dixie. You might even be 16th 
if: You treat our law enforcement officers, ladies, seniors, clergy and armed forces veterans 

with great respect, and always have. You sure could be 16th if: You've never desecrated any flag, nor intend to. 
You for sure could be 16th GA if: You know what you believe and you aren't afraid to say so, no matter who is 
listening. You definitely could be 16th if: You respect your elders and raised your kids to do the same. It sounds 

like you might be from the 16th Georgia if: You'd give your last dollar to a friend - maybe even an enemy. 
Most likely you are 16th GA, Co. G if: You believe in God. And lastly, it takes one to know one…… 
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ALL THE BEST … ALWAYS 
1. In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two is a 
law firm and three or more is a congress. -- John Adams 
2. If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you 
are misinformed. -- Mark Twain 
3. Suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a member of Congress. But then I 
repeat myself. -- Mark Twain 
4. I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a 
bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle. -- Winston Churchill 
5. A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul. 
-- George Bernard Shaw 
6. A liberal is someone who feels a great debt to his fellow man, which debt he proposes to 
pay off with your money.-- G. Gordon Liddy 
7. Democracy must be something more than two wolves and a sheep voting on what to 
have for dinner.  -- James Bovard, Civil Libertarian (1994) 
8. Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of money from poor people in rich countries to 
rich people in poor countries. -- Douglas Casey, Classmate of Bill Clinton at Georgetown U. 
9. Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage 
boys. -- P.J. O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian 
10. Government is the great fiction, through which everybody endeavors to live at the 
expense of everybody else. -- Frederic Bastiat, French economist (1801-1850) 
11. Government's view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases: If it 
moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it. 
-- Ronald Reagan (1986) 
12. I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and report the facts. -- Will Rogers 
13. If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it's 
free! -- P.J. O'Rourke 
14. In general, the art of government consists of taking as much money as possible from 
one party of the citizens to give to the other. -- Voltaire (1764) 
15. Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean politics won't take an 
interest in you! -- Pericles (430 B.C.) 
16. No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature is in session.- Mark Twain  
17. Talk is cheap...except when Congress does it. -- Anonymous 
18. The government is like a baby's alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and 
no responsibility at the other. -- Ronald Reagan 
19. The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of the blessings. The inherent 
blessing of socialism is the equal sharing of misery. -- Winston Churchill 
20. The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves 
the skin. -- Mark Twain 
21. The ultimate result of shielding men from the effects of folly is to fill the world with 
fools. -- Herbert Spencer, English Philosopher (1820-1903) 
22. There is no distinctly Native American criminal class...save Congress. -- Mark Twain 
23. What this country needs are more unemployed politicians. -- Edward Langley, Artist  
24. A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take 
everything you have. -- Thomas Jefferson 
25. We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office. -- Aesop 
FIVE BEST SENTENCES 
1. You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity, by legislating the wealth out of prosperity. 
2. What one person receives without working for...another person must work for without 
receiving. 
3. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take 
from somebody else. 
4. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it. 
5. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work, because the other 
half is going to take care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no 
good to work, because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that is the 
beginning of the end of any nation! 
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A CANNONBALL HOUSE CHRISTMAS - DECEMBER 8
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IN MEMORY 
SANDY HOOK ELEMENTERY SCHOOL 12/14/12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

• Charlotte Bacon, 2/22/06 (Age 6), female 
• Daniel Barden, 9/25/05 (Age 7), male 

• Rachel Davino, 7/17/83 (Age 29), female. 

• Olivia Engel, 7/18/06 (Age 6), female 

• Josephine Gay, 12/11/05 (Age 7), female 

• Ana M. Marquez-Greene, 04/04/06 (Age 6), female 
• Dylan Hockley, 3/8/06 (Age 6), male 

• Dawn Hochsprung, 06/28/65 (Age 47), female 

• Madeleine F. Hsu, 7/10/06 (Age 6), female 

• Catherine V. Hubbard, 6/08/06 (Age 6), female 
• Chase Kowalski, 10/31/05 (Age 7), male 

• Jesse Lewis, 6/30/06 (Age 6), male 

• James Mattioli, 3/22/06 (Age 6), male 

• Grace McDonnell, 12/04/05 (Age 7), female 
• Anne Marie Murphy, 07/25/60 (Age 52), female 

• Emilie Parker, 5/12/06 (Age 6), female 

• Jack Pinto, 5/06/06 (Age 6), male 

• Noah Pozner, 11/20/06 (Age 6), male 
• Caroline Previdi, 9/07/06 (Age 6), female 

• Jessica Rekos, 5/10/06 (Age 6), female 

• Avielle Richman, 10/17/06 (Age 6), female 

• Lauren Rousseau, 6/1982, (Age 30) female  

• Mary Sherlach, 2/11/56 (Age 56), female 
• Victoria Soto, 11/04/85 (Age 27), female 

• Benjamin Wheeler, 9/12/06 (Age 6), male 

• Allison N. Wyatt, 7/03/06 (Age 6), female 
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To the Officers of the GVB: Gentlemen -                                                                                                                             12/18/12 
 I am writing to you all for two purposes; first, to wish you and your families, and your units, a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Second, to share some personal thoughts with you regarding my decision to stand for the position of Lt. 
Colonel of the Georgia Volunteer Battalion, for the year of 2013, at the upcoming GVB Leadership Conference coming up in 
January, 2013, and to tell you exactly why I have decided to run ... and why you and your unit's  
support is so important to me.  
 As you all know, I have been Colonel of the GVB for the past two years and under our current guidelines, I cannot stand for 
Colonel again in 2013; although I am allowed to stand for a lower rank. After much consideration, and after encouragement 
from both officers in the Battalion and from other Battalions, I have decided to stand for the rank of Lt. Colonel in the GVB 
for 2013.  
   I will attempt to keep this (fairly) short and simple (I know, that’s not like me ….. ) There are several reasons I decided to 
stand for this position, as follows: 
 Since Resaca of this year, because of the urging and encouragement from a number of officers in the GVB, and also from 
several officers I hold in high regard, from outside the Battalion. 
 The GVB is my home and my reenacting “family” and I am not ready to step down from leadership yet and want to 
continue to serve the men of the Battalion. 
 I believe we are entering two critical years in the 150th cycle of events – 1863 and 1864 – and I feel that the Battalion needs 
strong and experienced leadership who can help our new Battalion Commander coordinate our interactions with other 
military organizations who are key players as we look at what pivotal events we have ahead of us – Gettysburg, 
Chickamauga, 150th Resaca, Atlanta, 150th Olustee .… and others. I believe these may be critical years for the Battalion as we 
seek to not only survive as a Battalion but to Grow and Thrive as a Battalion – and all while our hobby struggles to grow, 
especially in this difficult climate – both in this tough financial climate and because of the type of hobby we are. Recent 
tragic events in Connecticut will likely bring a renewed focus on the hobby because of our military structure and because we 
handle weapons, gunpowder etc. We have seen it happen before. I hope that those of you who know me well believe that I 
have done my very best during these past two years as Colonel of the GVB. It has been an honor and a privilege for me to 
serve each and every one of you, and the men in your units, these past two years. I can’t believe how quickly “1861 and 
1862” have come and gone. These two years have flown by. We have had some great “memory makers” and some “magic 
moments”; while at the same time, we have experienced some of the most challenging times I think we have witnessed 
during the life of the Battalion (1st Manassas comes immediately to mind … ) I want you to know I have honestly tried my 
hardest and that I am completely dedicated to you and all of the people in your units. I care deeply about each and every 
one of your companies. I have come through the ranks in the GVB and doing whatever helps the GVB progress has always 
been my over-riding goal. I thank each and every one of you for all of your support and encouragement these past two years. 
I truly believe that collectively, you are the finest group of officers a Colonel could have been privileged to command. Thank 
you all so much! Please also pass along my highest regards and thanks to all the members of your units. So finally – to the 
January elections. I believe, with everything I have said in mind, that I am uniquely qualified, to serve as Lt. Colonel of the 
GVB in 2013 if you will entrust me with that position again.  
   I am experienced, having served in every position from Private to Colonel. I believe we communicate well with each other 
and we have a cadre of company commanders with an “esprit de corps” that was sometimes missing in the past; that also 
goes for the camaraderie we have had on the Battalion Staff these past two years, that wasn’t always there before. I 
understand what has to be done to work with both event level organizations, other reenacting organizations, and the 
Department of the Gulf at the Brigade level … and quite honestly, what they need from us to take part in the level of events 
we have coming up in 1863 and 1864. I believe I am in a unique position, if elected Lt. Colonel, to be able to be effective in 
that rank, but more importantly, to be able to actively support our new Colonel and our new Major, as they begin in their 
new roles, as we go through “1863 and 1864”. I believe that whoever is elected as Colonel and Major, they will need a lot of 
support, and I know what is ahead of them. While they settle into their new roles, I will be able to assist them by doing 
whatever the GVB needs, whether it be coaching them, correspondence or coordinating with other reenacting groups, drill 
or whatever. I unashamedly say that I believe this continuity is critical and I think I am the best person for that role. As 
always though, it all comes down to each of you. I need your vote on Saturday January 26 at Nash Farm. Please make every 
effort to be there, to support your Battalion during this next year; and if you can’t be there, please let Lt. Cannon Gould 
know ASAP (in writing) who will cast the vote for your unit, and make sure they will be there to represent you and your unit. 
In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss. Thank you in 
advance for your support. 
Kind regards, Col. Paul Jerram Commanding, Georgia Volunteer Battalion 770.910.4510 (cell) 703.270.4176 (office) 
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