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Lee and Jackson - Larger than Life 
     Since the War ended, it has been the custom of Southern compatriots to celebrate the 
January birthdays of these two great Generals, icons of the Confederacy. We cherish this 
time to pay just tribute and realize, all too well, that this precious opportunity may 
substantially vanish within our short lifetimes. 
     What can yet be said, without repetition, about these two beloved sons of the South who 
gave their all for the Cause we hold so dear? Perhaps, nothing, but we can re-examine what 
we know.  Like most heroes, these two men were reluctant ones in the sense that they did 
not necessarily need the War to fulfill their lives, in much the same way that George 
Washington could have been personally content as a planter, without being "Father of a 
Country."  Duty, however, calls people from self interest into self denial and as General 
Robert Edward Lee so eloquently said,  "Duty is the most sublime word in our language. Do 
your duty in all things. You cannot do more. You should never wish to do less.” 
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Robert Edward Lee 



(January 19, 1807 – October 12, 1870) 
 

             He was loved by his soldiers, revered by his peers, respected by his enemies, and even his 

former slaves and servants cherished the time they were given to be with him. Posterity has placed 

Robert E. Lee in a unique position as one of the most respected 

men who ever lived… Were he alive today, Lee would still have 
the lofty admiration of so many, but his humility would never 

allow the attribution of deity. He was, in many ways, just an 
American man with all the mortal blemishes and failings that 

make life extraordinary. Born at Stratford Hall, Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, to General Henry and Ann (Carter) Lee, Robert 

left us with few recollections of a surprisingly poor childhood 
which disallowed a traditional college education despite hailing 

from such a powerful, wealthy family. Without much choice, he 
joined West Point, was 2nd in that United States Military 

Academy class of 1829, and was commissioned a brevet 2nd 
Lieutenant of Engineers. He married the step great 

granddaughter of Martha Washington, Mary Ann Randolph 
Custis, of Arlington, on June 30, 1831, while stationed at Fort 

Monroe. They became the devoted parents of seven children. All 

three of their sons served in the Confederate army. George Washington Custis and William Henry 

Fitzhugh ("Rooney") attained the rank of Major General and Robert E. Lee, Jr., that of Captain. The 
latter served as a private in the Rockbridge Artillery at the Battle of Sharpsburg. Military assignments 

often kept Robert Edward Lee from the family he adored - first he was sent to Cockspur Island, 

Georgia, to supervise the construction of Fort Pulaski, then to Washington, 1834–37; St. Louis harbor, 
1837; New York, 1841–46, San Antonio to Buena Vista, 1846–47, and as General Winfield Scott's chief 

of staff during the Mexican War; Lee, winning the brevets of major, lieutenant colonel, and colonel for 
conspicuous gallantry. Afterwards, Lee directed the building of Fort Carroll, near Baltimore;  September 

1852 - March 1855, he was superintendent of West Point; with Albert Sidney Johnston's 2nd Cavalry 
regiment in Texas from March 1856 to October 1857 and again from February 1860 to February 1861, 

commanding the regiment at Louisville in April 1855, while Johnston was elsewhere. Commanding two 
squadrons of the 2nd Cavalry at "his Texas home" of San Antonio in April 1856, he was said to have 

maintained a pet rattlesnake and bobcat at the  lonely station of Camp Cooper. Back 
to Washington in October 1859 to administer the estate of his deceased father-in-

law and soon, thereafter, commanded a detachment of U.S. Marines which captured 
John Brown and his abolitionist followers. Lee remained with his family until 

February 13, 1860, and then returned to San Antonio to assume command of his 
regiment. On February 13, 1861, General Scott ordered his return to Washington to 

assume command of the Union Army. Instead, Lee determined that he could not 
fight against his beloved state of Virginia and resigned his commission in the United 

States Army. Following an inauspicious campaign in western Virginia and a brief 
stint as military advisor to Jefferson Davis, Lee succeeded General Joseph E. 

Johnston to the command of the Confederate Army before Richmond, on June 1, 1862. The War years 
passed and most readers are solidly familiar with that history and Lee's brief civilian life thereafter. 

Clearly, in a much different political climate than we now live, the  cover of the Saturday Evening  Post, 
January 1940 (above left) pictured General Lee on "Traveler" (16 hands high). Lee's other horses 

were: "Richmond", "Lucy Long", "Ajax", and  the "Brown-Roan". After the War, Arlington, the Custis 
family seat, was long gone so the Lees had no real home. They remained in Richmond and he accepted 

the presidency of Washington College, in Lexington, Virginia. Lee suffered a 
stroke on September 28, 1870, dying two weeks later, on October 12, 

shortly after 9 a.m. from the effects of pneumonia. The stroke had resulted 
in aphasia, rendering him unable to speak. When interviewed, the four 

attending physicians and family stated "he had not spoken since the 28th of 
September...". After his death, a Northern newspaper wrote of him "We 

have long since ceased to look upon him as the Confederate leader, but 
have claimed him as one of ourselves; have cherished and felt proud of his 

military genius; have recounted and recorded his triumphs as our own; have extolled his virtue as 
reflecting upon us—for Robert Edward Lee was an American, and the great nation which gave him birth 

would be today unworthy of such a son if she regarded him lightly". 
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Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson 
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(January 21, 1824 – May 10, 1863) 

 
"draw the sword and throw away the scabbard." 

 

Thomas J. Jackson is one of few mortals to have received 

such a high degree of utter adoration in life and even each 
instance of his death has been commemorated. Yet, at times 

he seemed an unlikely choice to become a idol. Of disheveled 
appearance and with  minimal education, he had trouble 

even passing the West Point entrance exams (where his 
roommate was George Stoneman.)  At Virginia Military 

Institute he was not a good teacher. Upon entering active 

military service, success proved elusive at times. At 
Chapultepec Castle in the Mexican War, he refused what he 

deemed to be a "bad order" to withdraw his troops but 
obeyed what he also felt was a "bad order" when he raked a 

civilian throng with artillery fire. Personnel problems haunted him, such as the 
feuds with Generals Loring and Garnett after Kernstown. He gave  subordinates 

scant latitude, which denied them the training needed for higher positions under 

Lee's command style. This was especially devastating in the case of his immediate 

successor, Richard Ewell.  Jackson was sometimes balky when in a secondary 
position, but he could be superb on his own hook. General James Longstreet once 

said that, "General Jackson never showed his genius when under the immediate 
command of Lee." Back and forth, the fortunes of Jackson swayed. At 1st 

Manassas he seemed to serve splendidly but being dubbed "Stonewall" by General 
Barnard Bee may have been anything but a  compliment. Success resurfaced as 

Tom Jackson defeated Fremont's advance at McDowell and later launched a 
brilliant campaign that kept several other area Union commanders off balance, winning  victories at 

Front Royal, 1st Winchester, Cross Keys, and Port Republic, before  joining Lee's defense of Richmond 
called the Seven Days Battles. Here Jackson's tactics were slow  and unimaginative. Perhaps he was 

exhausted or had poor topographical information, but he arrived late at Mechanicsville and inexplicably 
ordered his men to bivouac for the night within clear earshot of the battle. He was late and disoriented 

at Gaines' Mill; late again at Savage's Station and at White Oak Swamp he failed to employ fording 
places. Malvern Hill was a predicament for all of Lee's army. Again, at Fredericksburg Jackson was 

sluggish  and misread the ground, allowing Meade’s division to penetrate the Confederate line before 
counter-attacks drove the bluecoats back.  Off to the north to face John Pope's army and after a shoddy 

battle at Cedar Mountain, "Stonewall" slipped behind Pope and captured his Manassas Junction supply 
base, then hid along an incomplete branch railroad and awaited Lee and Longstreet. Attacking before 

they arrived, he held on until Longstreet could launch a devastating assault which brought a second 
Manassas victory. Undeterred by bad days General Jackson was always aggressive, always at his post, 

doing his duty and he expected everyone else to do the same. Certainly, he was one of the greatest 
military commanders of all time, and even more a steadfast symbol of the Cause. Even his 

idiosyncrasies - eating lemons skin and all, holding his right hand over his head, disdain for the white 

of an egg - became fascinating points of endearment as they helped form the aura and develop the 

legend. Certainly General Jackson’s most renowned effort came at Chancellorsville, where a long forced 
march on May 1, 1863 routed the Union right flank.  Darkness disorganized his soldiers and stalled 

further pursuit, so he rode out see where they were and was 
actually forward of his own men, when a picket of nervous 

North Carolinians fired at the mounted staff party, wounding 
him in the arm. He was evacuated, his arm was quickly 

amputated, then he was moved to a quieter neighborhood 
and was recovering well until pneumonia set in. Eight days 

after being wounded "Stonewall"  greeted his last day with 
the words: "It is the Lord's Day; my wish is fulfilled. I have 

always desired to die on Sunday." The South had taken him 
to their hearts, and never got over his death.   

      (Right) "Jackson's Flank Attack" -  "On May 2nd, 1863 nearly 30,000 
Confederates under "Stonewall" Jackson hurled themselves against the 
flanks of Hooker's Union army. As the Confederate line of battle pressed 
through the woods the wildlife fled before them and into the Union 
camps. Here we see in Don Troiani's exciting new painting this very 
incident taking place in front of Dole's Georgia Brigade." 
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REVEREND WILLIAM  MAC LEE  Politically, Robert E. Lee was a 

Whig, attached strongly to the Union and to the Constitution. He entertained no 
sympathy for slavery and freed the slaves he inherited from his wife's estate long 

before the War. One of them, William Mac Lee, chose to stay and was by the 

General's side throughout the War, serving as a cook, body servant and confidant.  

This former slave described Lee with these words:  "I was born June 12, 1835, 
Westmoreland County, Virginia; 82 years ago. I was raised at Arlington Heights, in 

the house of General Robert E. Lee, my master. I was cook for Marse Robert, as I 
called him, during the War and his body servant. I was with him at the second 

battle of Manassas and was there at the firing of the last gun for the salute of the 
surrender on Sunday, April 9, 9 o'clock, A. M., at Appomattox, 1865. At the close of 

the struggle, General Lee said to General Grant: 'Grant, you didn't whip me, you just overpowered me, 
I surrender this day 8,000 men; I do not surrender them to you, I surrender on conditions; it shall not 

go down in history I surrendered the Northern Confederate Army of Virginia to you. It shall go down in 
history I surrendered on conditions; you have ten men to my one; my men, too, are barefooted and 

hungry. If Joseph E. Johnston could have gotten to me three days ago I would have cut my way 
through and gone back into the mountains of North Carolina and would have given you a happy time.' 

What these conditions were I do not know, but I know these were Marse Robert's words on the 
morning of the surrender: "I surrender to you on conditions." At the close of the War I did not know A 

from B, although I had been preaching two years before the War. I was married six years before the 

War. My wife died in 1910. I am the father of eight daughters and I have twenty-one grand children 

and eight great-grand children. My youngest child is 42 years old. I was raised by one of the greatest 
men in the world. There was never one born of a woman greater than General Robert E. Lee, according 

to my judgment. All of his servants were set free ten years before the War, but all remained on the 

plantation until after the surrender. The night General Lee learned of Jackson's death, he told  me, 
"William, I have lost my right arm" and "I'm bleeding at the heart." 

 

"STONEWALL"  ON SLAVERY Jackson neither apologized for nor spoke in favor of the 

practice of slavery and likely opposed the institution, yet he believed that the Creator had sanctioned 
slavery, and man had no moral right to challenge its existence. The good Christian slaveholder was one 

who treated his servants fairly and humanely at all times. Jackson's family owned six slaves in the late 
1850s. Three (Hetty, Cyrus, and George, a mother and two teenage sons) were received as a wedding 

present. Another, Albert, requested that Jackson purchase him and allow him to work for his freedom; 
he was employed as a waiter in one of the Lexington hotels and Jackson rented him to VMI. Amy also 

requested that Jackson purchase her from a public auction and she served the family as a cook and 
housekeeper. The sixth, Emma, was a four-year-old orphan with a learning disability, accepted by 

Jackson from an aged widow and presented to his second wife, Mary Anna, as a welcome-home gift.  
After the War began Jackson appears to have hired out or sold his slaves. Mary Anna Jackson, in her 

1895 memoir, said, "our servants ... without the firm guidance and restraint of their master; the 
excitement of the times proved so demoralizing to them that he deemed it best for me to provide them 

with good homes among the permanent residents." Virginia law forbade teaching a slave, free black or 
mulatto to read or write, as enacted following Nat Turner's Slave Rebellion in Southampton County in 

1831. Nevertheless, Jackson secretly taught a slave to write. Once literate, the young slave fled to 

Canada via the underground railroad. Little as Thomas Jackson was known to the white inhabitants of 

Lexington, he was revered by many of the African-Americans in town, both slaves and free blacks and 

was instrumental in the organization and funding, in 1855, of Sunday School classes for blacks at the 
Presbyterian Church. His second wife, Mary Anna Jackson, taught these classes with her husband, as 

"he preferred that my labors should be given to these children, believing that it was more important 
and useful." The pastor, Dr. William Spottswood White, described the relationship between Jackson 

and his Sunday afternoon students:  "In their religious instruction he succeeded wonderfully. His 
discipline was systematic and firm, but very kind. ... His servants reverenced and loved him, as they 

would have done a brother or father. ... He was emphatically the black man's friend. He addressed his 
students by name and they in turn referred to him affectionately as "Marse Major."  

 

 

The "Stonewall Brigade", consisted of the 

2nd, 4th, 5th, 27th, and 33rd Virginia 
Infantry regiments. All of these units were 

from the Shenandoah Valley … 
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JANUARY 12 - WINTER CAMP AT CLINTON, GA (CONFIRMED EVENTS ARE UNDERLINED) 

FEBRUARY 15-17 - OLUSTEE, FLORIDA  

ARTILLERY TRAINING, CAMPAIGN  & FIELD TRIPS - TO BE ANNOUNCED  
MARCH - BROXTON'S BRIDGE, EHRHARDT, SC (53rd GA event) 

MARCH - MANASSAS, GA - (3rd weekend) 

APRIL 5-7 -  KENNESAW LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM  
APRIL - CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY - SCHEDULE  TO BE ANNOUNCED (Around the 26th) 

APRIL - OLD CLINTON WORKDAYS - DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 
MAY - WAR DAYS (first weekend)  

MAY - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY AT ERVIN GARNTO'S (in 2012 it was on May 26th) 
JUNE 27-30 - 150TH GETTYSBURG  - This is the Blue-Gray Army 

event. Register on line…$20. 
JULY - SUMMER DRILL - DATE & PLACE TO BE ANNOUNCED (last 

year it was July 7th) 
SEPTEMBER - BATTLE OF ATLANTA AT NASH FARM? (29th-30th?) 

SEPTEMBER - HURRICANE SHOALS (last year 15th & 16th) 
SEPTEMBER - SCV SALUTE TO VETERANS (last year 15th)   
SEPTEMBER 20-22 - CHICKAMAUGA  
OCTOBER - ANDERSONVILLE (1st weekend)  
NOVEMBER - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL (17th in 2012)  

NOVEMBER - CBH APPARITIONS (in 2012 , on the 10th)  

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS @ RICHLAND CHURCH 
DECEMBER - CBH CHRISTMAS (in 2012 it was on the 8th)          "Here comes Lee - cold and quiet and grand"            
2013  Events At the Cannonball House  

January 19 - "ETHNIC DIVERSITY OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR" 
Historian John Wayne Dobson will present a program on Ethnic Diversity during the war. 
His research on the matter reveals both cultural and nationality differences in the front 

line soldiers of the war and how this impacted the armies. From the black troops who 

rode with Nathan Bedford Forrest to the Irish Brigade, Mr. Dobson will present 
information that is often overlooked by most historians. Please join us for this program at 

2:00 p.m. and enjoy a tour of The Cannonball House, included in the $6 admission.  

February 2 - “LINCOLN’S EMANCIPATION OF A GEORGIA HOUSE SERVANT” Join us at The 

Cannonball House as Miss Mia presents her program on how Abraham Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation affected 
the lives of slaves in the Deep South. Well versed in slave customs and practices of this era, Miss Mia will offer 21st 

Century insight into the lives of 19th Century servants. This program will begin at 2:00 p.m. and offers the chance 
to see The Cannonball House and one of Macon’s original servant’s structures for a only $6 admission.  

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL - We look forward to a productive Cherry Blossom Festival this year as 

The Cannonball House will have two of its regular attractions in place for our visitors entertainment.  

Saturday March 16 - We will have Shelby West, a local potter, demonstrating his wonderful talent on a 19th 

Century style foot treadle turn table, in our backyard garden. Come out and see is beautiful work and learn how 

early potters plied their trade.  Saturday March 23 - we will have Clark Powell and friends demonstrating the 

artistic talents of Black Smithing. See amazing pieces of jewelry made out of raw steel right before your eyes and 

learn how the tradition of this once thriving trade is carried on today. Both artists put on a captivating show and 

will both be in the back yard garden each Saturday all day for your review. Regular admission cost of $6 entitles 
you to a full tour of the property as well as the entertainment of these fine gentlemen.  

March 30 - “MILITARY ARTIFACT IDENTIFICATION AND DISPLAY” Join us at The Cannonball 

House as we welcome renowned specialist, Johnny Mack Nickles, who will have a portion of his Civil War artifact 

collection on display and will also be happy to identify artifacts that you may bring in. He has collected and studied 
military weapons and equipment his entire life and is well known in his field. This program will begin at 2:00 p.m. 

and offers a tour of The Cannonball House and its Military Museum for a $6 admission charge.  

April 13, 2013- “TAKE A TOUR OF CIVIL WAR MACON” We will offer a driving tour of Civil War Macon. 

Come along with us as we visit the places that were of particular interest to Macon during this great conflict. Learn 
of the role that Macon played in support of the war and see the evolution of some of the buildings that still exist 

today. Tours will leave from The Cannonball House at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. with each group limited to 25 
people. In addition to the driving tour you will be offered a tour of The Cannonball House, its Military Museum, 

brick kitchen and servant’s quarters and 19th Century gardens. This is a one day opportunity, so please make your 
reservations in advance by calling 478-745-5982. Admission to include the driving tour will be $20 per person.  

May 11 - “THE MYSTERIOUS MURDER OF WILLIAM MARTIN” Help The Cannonball House in solving 

the mysterious murder of William Martin. Feel free to join our cast in period 1902 attire as we begin by hosting a 

Birthday Party which suddenly turns into a crime scene and help solve the murder of the poor soul who tragically 
dies on his birthday. This will be a one day event with two sessions offered, one at 6:00 p.m. and one at 8:00 p.m. 

with each group limited to 15 people. To secure your invitation to the party you must make your reservations early 
by calling 478-745-5982. Admission will be $10 per person  
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BOOKS TO CONSIDER 
Myths of American Slavery                    By Walter Kennedy                 $24.95         
This book  is not a defense of slavery but instead a sincere attempt to defeat the 
spread of misinterpretations and misrepresentations that continue to bedevil race 
relations and contaminate America’s political landscape. 

The Spirit Divided : Memoirs of Civil War Chaplains - The 
Confederacy  $35.00 
In this anthology of War memoirs, edited by John W. Brinsfield, Jr., we 
get a clearer impression of some of the chaplains who served during that 
Great Conflict. Some of the ministers who became chaplains were active in ministry to 
black slaves. While these efforts may appear trivial in the face of the enormity of the 
entire slave system, they do reflect that a social conscience was not completely lacking 

among the Southern chaplains. Explore this part of the War in their own words. ISBN:9780865549647  

WINTER DRILL 2013 
This year's drill and muster will be on our familiar HQ 
grounds of old Clinton. You are welcome to come camp 
on the Friday evening of January 11, and remain camped 
until Sunday, January 13, but for all effects and 
purposes, the drill will be a one-day, Saturday only,  
endeavor. The first formation will be promptly at 9am on 
Saturday morning, January 12. After drill, we will 
attempt to accomplish some battlefield improvement 
projects. While the extent of these will depend greatly 
on manpower, equipment and the weather, we ask that 
you bring any tools you may have such as saws, axes, 

shovels (such as you would to normal work days). As far as we know, no meals nor 
amenities are planned, however, the grounds usually supply substantial firewood and water 
may  (not certain) be available.  Contact your NCO's NO LATER THAN January 5 to verify 
your attendance and with any questions. NCO's will forward attendee list to the Adjutant. 

16TH GA. CO. G - "The Jackson Rifles" 
Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213 
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 

1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796 
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 

Adjutant John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531  
waynedobson51@yahoo.com / waynedobson@cox.net 

1st  Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards – 478-308-9739 
2nd Corp. Charles "Goodtime" Whitehead - 478-986-8943 

Bvt. 3rd Corp. Lee Curtis - 478-365-6785 

Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958 

Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 
Assistant Chaplain – Joel Whitehead - 478-986-8798 

Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840 
ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES"- Over 2,150 FRIENDS  

2011-13 issues of "The Howling Dawg" are available                                                                     
@ (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to Steve Scroggins                                            

***** 

DRILL COMPETITION ANNOUNCED 
As has been our custom, the 16th Georgia Volunteer 
Infantry, Co. G, "The Jackson Rifles" will again sponsor 
rapid fire as well as U.S. & C.S. authenticity contests at 
the 2013 Old Clinton War Days in May. However, this 
year, we have decided to add the new feature of UNIT 

DRILL COMPETITION. The 16th will certainly enter this 
contest and invite all our fellow units to do so as well. 
For Details, contact Lt. Noah Sprague. 706-491-9755. 
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SCV NEWS 
Camp 2218 - Camp Historian Matthew Whitehead made it home 

for Christmas, and his birthday, returning to duty on January 2. 
We now have an updated mailing address for Matt and he hopes to 

soon have e-mail available to him: 

E-2 WHITEHEAD, MATTHEW 
.I. 

230 CHEVALIER FIELD AVE. 
PENSACOLA, FL 32508-5151 

As stated in the November issue of this newsletter, The Jones Co., Camp of The 
Unknown Soldier,#2218 counted the recent Griswoldville Memorial service 

event as their November meeting and decided not to meet in December due to 
the busy holiday season. The next scheduled meeting will be at Chevy's Café, 

on Hwy. 49 (Jones Co.) on Thursday, January 24,  2013 and it will be dedicated 
to the birthdays of Generals Lee & Jackson.  We eat @ 6PM, meet @ 7pm, 

usually out a little past 8pm. Our speaker will be 2nd Lt. Commander Earl Colvin. For information call 
J.C. Nobles @ 478-718-3201 or Wayne Dobson @ 478-731-5531.  

Camp 688 - The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Old Capitol Camp #688, of Milledgeville, cordially invites 
you to join in their celebration Honoring the birthdays of Generals Lee Jackson at their 22nd Annual 

Lee-Jackson Banquet and Ball Sat., Jan. 19, 2013, 7 PM at the Milledgeville Country Club 3700 Sinclair 
Dam Rd. Period, Formal or Semi Formal Attire $35 per person. Buffet, Band and a Cash Bar R.S.V.P. by 

January 9 to Old Capitol Camp No. 688, P.O. Box 167, Milledgeville, GA 31059-0167. Call: Craig 
Coleman or Konreid Etheredge  @ 478-456-4583 or 475-454-7446. Email: aslan01@charter.net or  

konreid@windstream.net  Motel Reservations: Fairfield Inn and Suites, 2631a N. Columbia St. Phone: 
478-452-5202, special rate $89.00 + Tax  Mention: “Sons of Confederate Veterans”. 

***** 
During a training exercise in Virginia by U.S. Marines in 1921, the Marine commander, 
General Smedley Butler was told by a local farmer that Stonewall Jackson's arm was 

buried nearby under a granite marker, to which Butler replied, "I will take a squad of 
Marines and dig up that spot to prove you wrong!" Butler found the arm in a box under 

the marker. He later replaced the wooden box with a metal one, and reburied the arm. 
He left a plaque on the granite monument marking the burial place of Jackson's arm; 

the plaque is now at the Chancellorsville Battlefield visitor's center.  

A COMFORTING QUOTE 
"When the winds of hope are dying down…God is the author of your laughter and the keeper of your 

tears." - Stormie OMartian 
 

GET WELL WISHES - PRAYERS NEEDED 
"the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up."- James 5:15 

Please remember Ricky "Coonpossum" Smith who had triple bypass surgery on 

December 26 and Tim "Cleotis" Fowler who had surgery on December 10, as these 
beloved compatriots recover at home.   Also, I would just like to thank those who conveyed 
kind expressions of sympathy to me and prayed for my family regarding the December 20 
passing of my Aunt, Maxie Beckworth Riley. Her ancestors are Hansel and Jeremiah 
Beckworth, Co. A, 48th GA Infantry, C.S.A.                      -  Duke  

 
Prayer in "Stonewall" Jackson's Camp - A.J. Volck 

-7- 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smedley_Butler
http://images1.findery.com/545461948312/2563311/900xN?2012-09-18 01:41:03 UTC


A CHANCE TO TALK TO SOMEONE FAMOUS 
 

"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. " 

- Isaiah 1:18 
 

     I have not had the occasion to meet and talk with many famous people but I think if I had the 

unlimited opportunity to do so, my selection would come from the pages of history rather than from the 
athletes, movie stars and politicians of the age in which I live. Few, I think would be any more 

interesting than the Confederate Generals we honor in this issue. 
     If I talked with General Robert E. Lee, I doubt that he would want to discuss strategy. He once 

remarked that he had some regrets about ever pursuing a military career. As dear as he held the 

concept of "Duty", I doubt that would be the topic on the tip of his tongue either.  General Lee would 
probably look me in the eye, in a kind and fatherly fashion and ask if my "heart was right with God." 

     "Oh, yes, General Lee," - my stuttered reply - "I go to church right regular, tithe a bit and was once 
a deacon."  Lee would likely shake his head sadly and repeat,  

     "No, son, that is not what I asked - are you right with God?  You see, Robert Edward Lee knew God 
during his time on earth and his certain hope of Heaven has been his reality for about 143 years now.  

Marse Robert knew that ALL men have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. This sin in each life 

separates us from God and the perfect plan He has for each of us. God is love but He is also perfectly 

just and, thus,  cannot ignore the sin in our lives. It is, also, just not possible for us to be good enough 
to please God. He is perfect, and we can never be good enough to earn his love, or eternal life with him. 

However, He loves us so much that He would not leave us without a way out of our sin - He came to 
earth in the person of Jesus Christ to personally pay the penalty for our sins. He, in the flesh, came and 

died for my sins, your sins and the sins of Robert E. Lee.  
     A talk with Thomas Jonathan Jackson might recap that he was a west Virginia orphan, ill prepared 

for West Point and an ineffective instructor at V.M.I. but he was totally dedicated to his family, his duty 
and Almighty God. Even as early as the Mexican War he awed his comrades by his courage under fire, 

simply believing God would protect him from all harm.  Indeed, God would hedge him about for 16 
engagements including Chancellorsville. The conflict was barely half over when he died. To this day 

Southerners do not point to Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Atlanta or even Petersburg as the end of the 
Southern Cause; they lament the day Stonewall died. "If only he had lived," they say, "how different 

everything might have been." That may be true, but General Jackson would probably have not seen his 
life with the same enormity.   He would be anxious to tell me about a loving God who created the 

universe and everyone in it.  Jackson realized that His God has a special plan for each person's life and 
like Lee, he would want to make sure I was right with my Maker.     

     Often, I am sure, Generals Lee and Jackson read in their Bibles that "the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23). They realized that God 

offered eternal life freely,  through His Son's death on the cross, but they also knew that  God's  gift 
could only be accepted by  trusting  in Jesus Christ.  Salvation is  free to all who will receive it but it 

cost God the life of His "only begotten Son" who shed his blood on the cross. To accept this gift of 
eternal life, you must repent, turning from sin unto God, trusting  Jesus not only for the for the 

forgiveness sins but the gift of eternal life. Robert E Lee and Thomas Jonathan Jackson did. 

    Just get a quiet moment to pray, simply talk  to God, alone, from your heart - something like this: 

"Dear God, I know that I am a sinner and can never earn my way to Heaven or your forgiveness. I 
accept your free gift of eternal life, and put my trust in Jesus Christ. I ask Jesus to come into my life 

and into my heart; wash away my sins and to be my Savior and Lord. Thank you God for this wonderful 
gift." If you prayed  that and meant it, you have the assurance of eternal life with God in Heaven.  

   Just as Robert E. Lee and "Stonewall" Jackson  put their faith in Jesus Christ, and are now with God 
in Heaven, you can be, too. From this assurance and forgiveness came these two great lives that 

overflowed with strength, honor, integrity, and courage, placing them among the most honored and 
respected men of all time.  

 
 

 

TITLE PAGE AND Mrs. Lee's INSCRIPTION IN 
GENERAL LEE'S PRAYER-BOOK: 
This book was used from 1846 until 1864 and then 
exchanged because the type was too small for him 
to read it easily. 
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A PICTORIALTRIBUTE 
by Mort Kunstler 

 
                 "Cross Over the River"                                                               "White House Strategy" 

 
                 "Tactics and Strategy"                                            "The Generals Were Brought to Tears "  

  
                  "Model  Partnership" -                                                                  "The Final Visit" -  
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A PICTORIALTRIBUTE 
by Don Troiani 

  
                  " Drive them to Washington"                                             " Jackson Is With You" 

 
                             "Until Sundown"                                                                    "Lee's Texans"        

 

                        "Before the Storm"                                                                    "Old Jack" 
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Stringing the telegraph wires 

 
 
 

"On the subject of GVB elections, I would give my 
support to the ones that absolutely refuse to use the 
term "hobby" to describe what we do. We are NOT 

collecting stamps, watching birds, or building models. I 
cringe whenever I hear or read someone using that term.  
It is like the old proverbial nails on the chalk board thing! 

It is especially irritating when it is a potential "leader" 
that does it. I will, personally, make it my business to call 

out these transgressors any time it's done in my 
presence." 

 
Colonel J.C. Nobles (Hon.) 

16th Georgia Infantry 
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LAST WORDS OF CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS 
What Confederate soldier said, "I would rather die a thousand deaths than betray a friend" just before 
he was hanged for not becoming an informant for the Union. 

Sam Davis. Sam Davis was hanged in Pulaski, Tennessee because he refused to become an informer. 
There is a museum to "the Boy hero of the Confederacy" on the spot where he was hanged. 

Which Confederate general, who was mortally wounded during the Gettysburg Campaign, said just 
before dying, "It is time to be going." 

James Pettigrew. James Pettigrew was shot in the stomach during the retreat from Gettysburg. He 
refused to be left behind, although doctors said he would die if brought back to Virginia.  

Which Confederate general, only moments before being shot through the heart in a gallant charge, 
remarked, "If we are to die, let's die like men." 

Patrick Cleburne. Patrick Cleburne understood that the charge ordered at Franklin, Tennessee was 
suicidal. His brigade commander General Govan said, "Won't be many of us make it back to Arkansas 
after this fight, General." That's when Cleburne replied with the phrase above. 

Which general, after having his arm amputated and becoming sick with pneumonia, said "Let's cross 
over the river and rest beneath the shade of the trees." 

Stonewall Jackson. These were the famous last of words of the great Stonewall Jackson. He was 
happy when told he would be dying on a Sunday. 

What Confederate general, shot nine times, said, "Tell my wife I am shot, but we fought like hell." 

William Barksdale. William Barksdale was hit nine times at the Battle of Gettysburg. He survived until 
the next day.  

Which Confederate soldier had no dying words because Union soldiers cut out his tongue? 

Dewitt Jobe. Union troops beat Dewitt Jobe, knocked out some of his teeth and yet he still refused to 
talk. They then gouged out his eyes and when he still wouldn't talk, they cut off his tongue. They then 
tied a rope to a horse and dragged him around till he died. He was the cousin of Sam Davis the Boy 
Hero of the Confederacy. 

What Confederate colonel after watching his men take a Federal fort, yelled, "Men, save yourselves 
or sell your lives as dearly as possible." 

William Peleg Rogers. Colonel Rogers yelled this just before being shot at the Battle of Corinth. His 
men had overran Fort Robinette, but without support they could not hold the position. Ironically, he 
would have been a general if it wasn't for the fact that Confederate President Jefferson Davis despised 
him.  

What Confederate officer wrote his dying words on a blood soaked piece of paper, "Tell my father I 
died with my face to the enemy." 

Isaac Erwin Avery. Colonel Avery was hit in the neck and unable to speak at Gettysburg. He wrote 
these final words on a piece of paper.  

What Confederate general's dying words were "Victory! Victory! Victory!" 

Benjamin Hardin Helm. General Helm was mortally wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga. He uttered 
these final words after being told the Confederate's had won the battle. He was also the brother-in-law 
of Abraham Lincoln. 

Which Confederate general said these words just before going into battle and being killed, "I shall 
come out of this fight a live major general or a dead brigadier." 

Abner Monroe Perrin. General Perrin uttered these words just before Spotsylvania.                   
  

The plantation office building where  

Stonewall Jackson died; Guinea  

Station, Virginia 
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CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG  BANNED, STATUE REMOVED 
A Central Texas school board is banning the Confederate 
battle flag from district property and district-sponsored 
events. Hays High School board members voted 5-2 
Monday to amend the student code of conduct to ban 
the flag, which was formerly displayed with the Hays 

Rebel mascot. The ban also covers any imagery 

deemed to be racially hostile, offensive or intolerant. 
Confederate symbolism was recently banned at another 

campus - Dixie State College of Utah. Workers 

(pictured left ) remove a statue,  depicting two 
Confederate soldiers, from the campus. AP /12/18/12  

***** 
 

TIMELY QUOTATIONS 
 

     "The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, public debt should be 
reduced, the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the assistance 
to foreign lands should be curtailed, lest Rome become bankrupt. People must again learn to 
work instead of living on public assistance." - Cicero , 55 BC . Evidently we've learned nothing 
in the past 2,067 years.                 (Contributed by Ray NeSmith) 
 
     "We are created in the image and likeness of God - He is not to be fashioned in our image." 

(Rev. G.W. Berrier) 
 

***** 

 
 

A Carved Elm Tree in Oaky Woods 
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GET WHAT YOU WANTED FOR CHRISTMAS? 

Private Drew Edge did as well as a Confederate flag saddle blanket 

from his sister. Hope this does not mean he is bound for the cavalry! 

 

We (Earl & Beth Colvin, Ben Morris & Wayne Dobson ) enjoyed a 

recent program with Drew and his family at Hubbard Middle School 
in Monroe County. Below is the write up from the newspaper:  

Spotlight on 
Monroe County Middle School 

The Reporter highlights news from one county school each week. E-mail school news to 

news@mymcr.net. 

December 26, 2012 PAGE 4B 

 

by KATHRYN CLANCE 

Monroe County Middle School held a social studies night on December 4, at 

the William Hubbard Campus. There were refreshments, games, activities, 
and Monroe County Middle School had the pleasure of having the 16th 

Georgia, Company G, Civil War re-enactment group give a presentation. 

The sixth and seventh graders created and played social studies quiz 
games. The eighth graders had Drew Edge and the 16th Georgia Company 

G Civil War re-enactment group who discussed the Civil War. We learned 

about the following: the causes and effects of the Civil War, the ethnic 

groups represented during the Civil War, the uniforms of both Union and 
Confederate soldiers, and other interesting information about the Civil 

War. Social studies night was fun and exciting for all of those in 

attendance! 
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