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"always at the ready…wherever duty leads in 2014" 

 

16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment, Company G 
"The Jackson Rifles" 

 
16th Georgia, Company A at Gettysburg 

 

"Don Troiani probably knows more about how soldiers looked and were equipped 

than anyone else since the veterans themselves. His paintings are unparalleled in 

evoking 1860s military culture-both on the battlefield and in camp." Gary W. Gallagher 
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 Lately, I've been viewing all the images I could find of 16th Georgia Infantry. I 

only recently knew that Troiani had painted anyone from the regiment when I 

stumbled upon the painting shown on page 1. According to his research, which I 

have always admired, the solider he has painted represents a typical member of 

Company A on July 3, 1863 at Gettysburg.  The 16th Georgia had arrived as part of 

Wofford's Brigade of Georgians in the early afternoon of July 2nd near the 

Wheatfield. By the time they began a midnight march for Hagerstown on the 4th, 

this brigade of 1,350 men had lost 36 killed, 207 wounded and 112 missing. The 

16th Georgia casualties, alone, amounted to 26% of the 303 present for this 

engagement. Near the Fissels place, in the east woods, across the creek, they had 

buried Albert Allen, of Company A, the Madison County Greys, which was one of 

two companies from that county (also, Co. D, Danielsville Guards). As stated, the 

painting on page one, according to Troiani represents Company A and I do not 

doubt him. However, I am a bit surprised by what I see. For one thing he is 

carrying some type of back pack - maybe a Federal double bag.  The canteen is 

apparently a Federal smooth-side pattern, perhaps a later version since it has a 

canvas strap. The haversack is likely a Confederate canvas pattern of some type. 

The rifle is a surprising 2-band, with a sword-type bayonet. The basic uniform 

components are typical Army of Northern Virginia with sky blue trousers and a 

gray frock coat. Headgear is a dark slouch hat. All in all, he is not entirely what I 

would have expected to find in the 16th, even though he is by no means odd and 

companies within a regiment often varied widely as far as arms, clothing and 

equipment. He is somewhat of a contrast to (left to right) of Lt. H.J. David of Co. B 

with his uniquely dark-piped, light colored coat; Private E.T. Bray, Co. A in his 

black or dark blue 4-button frock coat with one brass and 2 bone buttons (same 

Company as page 1); Captain Augustus Thompson of Co. G (Jackson Rifles) with 

dark trousers, a dark trimmed light gray, 7-button frock coat, high crown, dark 

head gear and cavalry-style saber or Private Eli Landers of Company H in what 

looks like a 9-button shell jacket with pants that probably match - slouch hat at 

his left elbow. What do you see in these images. I'll publish your comments.jwd                                                                                                               
The 16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment consisted of: 

Company A: Madison County men-Madison County Greys 
Company B: Jackson County men-Center Hill Guards 

Company C: Hart County men-Hartwell infantry 
Company D: Madison County men-Danielsville guards 
Company E: Habersham County men-Cobb Infantry 

Company F: Walton County men 
Company G: Jackson Volunteers, Jackson Rifles, Oconee Volunteers 

Company H: Gwinnett County men-Flint Hill Greys 
Company I: Gwinnett County men 

Company K: Columbia County men-Ramsey Volunteers 
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As we remember and honor the birthdays of General Robert E. Lee (1-19-1807 - 

10-12-1870) and General Thomas "Stonewall Jackson (1-21-1824 – 5-10-1863), 

we take a look at the last place they camped and served together: 

 

The Lee - Jackson Bivouac at Chancellorsville 

 

Lee and Jackson camped here, at Chancellorsville, on the night of May 1, 1863.  

 

The same location today.  You can see the signs marking the event, as well as a 

stone marker and a small fireplace just to the right on the center of the picture. 

The Orange Plank Road runs from left to right to Chancellorsville, and the 

Catherine Furnace Road runs off into the distance.  Jackson's troops marched 

along the Catherine Furnace Road past this point early in the morning of May 2.  
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The previous evening, this 

intersection had served as an 

impromptu headquarters, with Lee 

and Jackson meeting here in the 

middle of the intersection, but 

drawing off to a clearing south east 

(immediate left in the picture) to 

avoid harassing fire from a Federal 

sniper who was targeting a nearby 

Confederate battery.  If I recall 

correctly, Lee also came under some 

shell fire in this vicinity as well 

earlier in the day.  There, the two 

generals sat on a log and drew up a 

rough plan for flanking the Army of 

the Potomac the next day. That 

night, the two men and their staffs 

bivouacked across the road, sleeping without fires, but arose in the middle of 

the night (actually early morning) and started a small fire, and went over maps 

and plans and worked out more details, while seated on the legendary 

abandoned Yankee hard tack boxes and using one for a table. Later that same 

morning, after 7:00 am, Lee and Jackson met as Jackson rode at the head of 

his flanking column somewhere near the intersection (page 3).  

 
They spoke briefly, before Jackson rode off on his famous flanking maneuver. 

They never met again. A smoothbore volley from his own troops  wounded 

Jackson that night, leading to his death from pneumonia eight days later.  
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BOOKS TO CONSIDER 
Shock Troops of the Confederacy    -     By Fred L. Ray      -                              Price: $34.95  
Shock Troops of the Confederacy is a comprehensive history of the elite troops of the 
Confederacy, as well as an essential reference for historians, enthusiasts, and re-enactors. 
Although little has been written about them, the sharpshooters of the Army of Northern 
Virginia played an important and sometimes pivotal role in many battles and campaigns in 
1864 and 1865. Confederate general Robert Rodes organized the first battalion of 
sharpshooters in his brigade in early 1863, and later in each brigade of his division. In early 

1864 General Lee adopted the concept for the entire Army of Northern Virginia, mandating 
that each infantry brigade field a sharpshooter battalion. Suppliers to the Confederacy: British 
Imported  Arms and Accoutrements    -  By Craig L. Barry, David C. Burt   -  Price - $39.99 
In this book researchers Craig Barry and David Burt provide a fresh look at the incredible 
impact the English had on supplying the Confederacy and its effect on the U.S. Civil War. 
New research includes the discovery of lost information on many of the commercial gun 
makers. The book also looks at all the implements and accoutrements issued with the 

Enfield rifle musket, including the cap pocket, pouch, ball bags and knapsacks; right down 

to the muzzle stopper. Each piece of equipment is examined in great detail and is 
accompanied by detailed photographs and discusses most of the patterns of British 
equipment carried by Confederate soldiers and how they were supposed to be used. The 
book also looks at how this equipment was purchase, from where and by whom, and how it 
was shipped over to the Confederate States. 

                                                          HYPOCRISY 
"At the Battle of Fort Pillow in Tennessee General Forrest fought and killed black Union 
troops that were given the chance to surrender but refused. At the Battle of Ft. Blakely in 
Baldwin County Alabama black Union soldiers massacred Confederate troops who had 
surrendered. Based on words about General Forrest's imagined atrocities in battle and false 

statements about Forrest activities in the KKK which the U.S. Congress ruled never 

happened, shouldn`t memorials to Buffalo soldiers be taken down and removed for their 
massacres of Confederates and Native Americans? " - Billy E. Price Ashville, Al. 
 

THE CAMP OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER # 2218 
Camp # 2218 of Clinton, Jones County, Georgia, held their 

November 2013 meeting on the Battlefield at Griswoldville 
following the November 23rd, 9th annual, commemorative service 
there. It was primarily a business meeting with the minutes of the 
last meeting and the treasurer's report receiving quick approval. 
We also discussed plans for moving to the new location of 
FIREFLIES in January 2014 and having our very first Lee-Jackson 

banquet on the evening of Monday, January 27th, 2014, with the 
featured speaker of the evening being none other than Camp 2218 
Commander J.C. Nobles. Herein, is an invitation to all readers, but 
we MUST hear from you by midnight of January 20. More details 

regarding our January 27th banquet will be forthcoming and emailed to all members. 
     Also discussed, at our November meeting, was the ongoing odyssey of trying to obtain 
Confederate Crosses of Honor for all veterans in the Old Clinton Methodist Cemetery.  We 

were glad to have Camp 2218 surgeon Bryant Knight back with us after his October 20th 
accident in Conyers, Georgia. Treasurer Al McGalliard announced that he had Camp 2218 
logo decals available for $5.00 each. The Camp had very good attendance at the 

Griswoldville Commemoration as we closed out our year,  foregoing a December meeting in 
lieu of the December 14th gathering at the Cannonball House. We thank God for the 
richness of his blessings throughout 2013 and rest on the benevolence of the same for 

2014. Please continue to visit our website at scvcamp2218.com 

***** 
C.L. GRAY - Editor, Stainless Banner; RAY CROSS - (Alan Richards' step 
father); TIM PILGRIM - GA State SCV Adjutant - continued recovery; RICKY 
SMITH - continued recovery; TIM FOWLER - continued recovery; FRANK 
FOULKE - continued recovery. 
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OCMULGEE: FROM NATIONAL MONUMENT NATIONAL PARK? 
Conservationists have been talking about expanding Macon’s 
Ocmulgee National Monument into a national park for years. But 

during the past two years, Middle Georgia leaders started talking 
about it, too. So far, the recent purchase of 679 acres of pristine, 
riverfront land near Bond Swamp was the most high-profile step 
in the effort. The nonprofit Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve 
Initiative, which has led the charge, was founded about 18 
months ago under the leadership of Macon attorney Brian Adams. 
Mercer University law school students, taught by longtime conservation advocate Jack 

Sammons, helped set it up. The nonprofit has teamed with the National Parks Conservation 
Association and economic development leaders on expanding the monument from its 
current 702 acres in Bibb County between Macon and Hawkinsville.  

                                   ***** 
JANUARY 11 - WINTER DRILL - 1 DAY (9am) ONLY DRILL AT EARL 
COLVIN'S 478-214-0687 
JANUARY 18 - ARTLLERY SCHOOL - CONTACT DUKE FOR DETAILS. 

Must have accurate count! NeSmith Road, Cochran, GA -  long. 
32.383539/lat. 83.299453. 
FEBRUARY 14-16 - 150TH OLUSTEE, FLORIDA -3 battles, parade, 
memorial service. 
MARCH - 14-16 - MANASSAS, GA; POC Tommy Wallace 912-557-6649. 
APRIL 26 - CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY - attend a service near you.  

APRIL - OLD CLINTON WORKDAYS - DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED  

MAY 2-4 - WAR DAYS- 150TH SUNSHINE CHURCH & GRISWOLDVILLE   
MAY 16-18  - 150TH BATTLE OF RESACA, GA    
MAY - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY AT ERVIN GARNTO'S (in 2012 on May 26th)  
JULY 26 - OCMULGEE NATIONAL MONUMENT LIVING HISTORY - Invitation ONLY ! 
SEPTEMBER 19-21- BATTLE OF ATLANTA AT NASH FARM 
SEPTEMBER - SCV SALUTE TO VETERANS IN DUBLIN, GA (last year on the 15th)  
OCTOBER 3-5 - ANDERSONVILLE (1st weekend)  

OCTOBER - BATTLE @ IRWINVILLE - POC - LEE MURDOCK @ 478-986-5290. 
NOVEMBER 7-9  -  SHERMAN'S OCCUPATION OF SANDERSVILLE (see page 6) 

NOVEMBER 22- 150TH GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL -  SPEAKER: PASTOR JOHN WEAVER 
NOVEMBER CANNONBALL HOUSE  APPARITIONS (in 2013 it was the 9th)  
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER- CHRISTMAS@RICHLAND CHURCH (in 2013 it was December 6-7)  
DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE (in 2013 it was December 14) 

 

16TH GA Co. G. “Jackson Rifles” 
Brig. Gen. Herbert Burns - 478-668-3598 
Capt. Wm."Rebel" Bradberry–404-242-7213 
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796 
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 
Adjutant John Wayne "Duke" Dobson 478-731-5531 
1st Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards 478-308-9739 
2nd Corp. Chas."Goodtime" Whitehead 478-986-8943 
3rd Corp. Lee "Pappy" Curtis -478-365-6785 
Lead Chaplain – Joel Whitehead, Jr. - 478-986-8798 
Hon. Chaplain Ronnie "Skin" Neal – 478-994-0958 
Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 
Treasurer - Pvt. Earl Colvin – 478-214-0687 
Honorary Colonel J. C. Nobles - 478-718-3201 
Musician - Landon Allen - 478-294-9870 
Musician - Jacob Thompson – 478-214-0687 
Musician - Aaron Bradford – 302-668-8029 
Musician - Oliver Lummus – 302-668-8029 
Musician Al McGalliard - 478-986-4827 
ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES" - OVER 2,000 FRIENDS. All 2011-14 issues of The Howling Dawg are 

available @ scvcamp1399.org & some @ scv2218.com, thanks to Steve Scroggins and Al McGalliard. 
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A CANNONBALL HOUSE CHRISTMAS 

Here are scenes from the annual Cannonball House Christmas on December 14. The 16th GA 

was there in force with a good turnout of the public. 
 

***** 

The Fourth Tennessee Cavalry 
     "The 4th Tennessee Cavalry was dismounted to fight as infantry, every fourth man being told to off 
to hold horses. These horse-holders, and also all the colored servants, were kept in the rear. The 
colored men numbered about 40, and having been in service a long time, had gradually armed 
themselves. Some of them were even better equipped than their masters, for on successful raids and 
battles they could fallow in the rear and pick up those things that 
soldiers had no time to secure; so that these colored servants 
could each boast of one or two revolvers and a fine carbine or 
repeating rifle. During all of the early part of the battle of 
Chickamauga, the 4th Tennessee Cavalry had been fighting as 
infantry, and as it became evident that a victory was to be won, 

Col. McLemore, commanding, ordered Captain Briggs to return to 
the horse-holders, and after placing the horses, teams, etc., under 
charge of the servants, to bring up the quarter of the regiment in 
charge of the horses so that they might take part in the final 
triumph. Capt. Briggs, on reaching the horses, was surprised to 
find the colored men organized and equipped, under Daniel 
McLemore, colored (servant to the Colonel of the regiment), and 
demanding the right to go into the fight. After trying to dissuade 
them from this, Capt. Briggs led them up to the line of battle in 
which was just preparing to assault Gen. Thomas's position. 
Thinking they would be of service in caring for the wounded, Capt. 
Briggs held them close up the line, but when the advance was 
ordered the negro company became enthused as well as their 
masters, and filled a portion of the line of advance as well as any 
company of the regiment. While they had no guidon or muster roll, 
the burial after the battle of four of their number and the care of 
seven wounded at the hospital, told the tale of how well they 
fought."  - Capt. J.B. Briggs / 4th TN Cav., Dibbrell's Brigade       
     This account is found in  the book, Voices of The Civil War: 
Chickamauga, part of the Time Life Voices of The Civil War series. 
According to Don Troiani book, this painting represents a servant 
of the regimental commander of the 4th Tennessee Cavalry at the battle of Chickamauga. The man was 
used to doing slave tasks until he organized a company of black troopers, with a strength of about 40 
men. Then he demanded the right to follow the regiment into the battle. The black squad totalized 4 
killed and 7 wounded. Groups of black troopers in the Confederate regiments seemed to be unofficial 
and there is not much information about their uniforms or equipment. This man, here, wears clothes 
he's found out on the battle fields or he has been given : a waistcoat, Federal forage cap and mounted 
troop greatcoat, Federal trooper trousers, a Confederate shell jacket as by Kentucky's Orphan Brigade; 
armed with a pistol and Sharps carbine, he is ready for duty. 
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WHEN THE DEVIL HAD FULL SWAY 
 I was watching a show not long ago in which a trio of men were metal 
detecting in an area of Missouri where William Quantrill was known to 

frequent.  A sub-title on the screen explained  that  Quantrill was "a blood 
thirsty Rebel raider." I thought the "blood thirty" part was a bit over the 
top and betrayed the source as Northern.  As Paul Harvey used to say, 
now, "the rest of the story." William Clarke Quantrill, born July 31, 1837, 
was a Confederate guerrilla leader during the War. He led highly effective 
mounted units along the Missouri-Kansas border in the early part of the 
conflict, which included the August 21, 1863 Lawrence, Kansas raid which 

targeted the town's long support of abolition and its reputation as a center 
for Jayhawkers and Redlegs, which were free-state militia and vigilante 
groups known for attacking and destroying farms and plantations in Missouri's pro-slavery 
western counties. Quantrill himself said his motivation for the attack was, "To plunder, and 
destroy the town in retaliation for Osceola." That was a reference to the Union's attack on 
Osceola, Missouri in September 1861, led by Senator James H. Lane. Osceola was plundered 

and nine men were given a drumhead court-martial trial and executed. In 1862 the Younger 

brothers as well as William T. "Bloody Bill" Anderson and the James brothers had joined 
Quantrill. At Lawrence, between 300-400 riders arrived at the summit of Mount Oread, then 
descended on in a fury. For over 4 hours, the raiders set fire to the town and killed most of 
its male population. Quantrill's men burned to the ground 1/4 of the buildings in Lawrence, 
including all but 2 businesses. They looted most of the banks and stores and killed between 
185 and 200 men and boys. According to an 1897 account, among the dead were 18 of 23 

un-mustered army recruits. By 9 a.m., the raiders were on their way out of town, evading 
the few units that came in pursuit, and splitting up so as to avoid the Union pursuit of a 
unified column. This raid may have seemed hard but retribution always does to the 
unknowing or the partisan mind. In reality it did not differ from the tactics that the Redlegs 
(it was said they would kill any man for a good horse) had long been inflicting on innocent, 
unarmed civilians. Call it what you will; it was the type War waged in that theatre of 
operations by both sides. During the weeks immediately preceding the raid, Union General 

Thomas Ewing, Jr., had ordered the detention of any civilians giving aid to Quantrill's 
Raiders. Several female relatives of the guerrillas had been imprisoned in a makeshift jail in 
Kansas City, Missouri. On August 14, the building collapsed, killing 4 young women and 

seriously injuring others. Among the casualties was Josephine Anderson, sister of one of 
Quantrill's key guerrilla allies, "Bloody Bill" Anderson. Another of Anderson's sisters, Mary, 
was permanently crippled in the collapse. Quantrill's men believed the collapse was 

deliberate, and the event fanned them into a fury and on to the Lawrence raid. Afterwards 
Quantrill's Army went to Texas where he and his 400 men quarreled. His once-large band 
broke up into several smaller guerrilla companies. In the spring of 1865, now leading only a 
few dozen men, Quantrill staged a series of raids in western Kentucky. He rode into a Union 
ambush on May 10 at Wakefield Farm, armed with several French pinfires which bore his 
name, and received a gunshot wound to the chest. He was brought by wagon to Louisville, 
Kentucky and taken to the military prison hospital, located on the north side of Broadway at 

10th Street. He died from his wounds on June 6, 1865, at age 27.  Quantrill had said 
that:“the devil has got unlimited sway over this territory"  

 
 

 "Nothing fills me with deeper sadness than to see a Southern 

man apologizing for the defense we made of our inheritance. Our 

cause was so just, so sacred, that had I known all that has come 

to pass, had I known what was to be inflicted upon me, all that 

my country was to suffer, all that our posterity was to endure, I 

would do it all over again.”   - President Jefferson Davis, C.S.A. 
                                                                         (June 3, 1808 – December 6, 1889) 
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FACTS WE MUST KNOW: COTTON IN THE SOUTH, ACTION IN THE NORTH 

The explosion of raw material from the South that followed Eli Whitney’s invention soon 

enriched New England’s textile industry which was partially responsible for driving up the 
number of slaves 5-fold between 1800 and 1860. In that year close to 4 million slaves 
accounted for nearly 40% of the South’s population. Seeking new cotton acreage, Southern 
growers by then had expanded westward into territories that would become Texas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma and Missouri. In the Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812, 
England and the United States agreed to suppress the slave trade. In reality, Baltimore 
builders designed faster clipper ships to carry and deliver cargoes of slaves for Liverpool’s 

thriving slave traders. Slave-produced cotton created many of England’s most prestigious 
banks, including the giants Barclay and Lloyds. Liverpool’s towering skyline of massive 
Victorian commercial buildings stands as a monument to slave-produced cotton supremacy. 
New England mills were well on their way to producing $115,000,000 worth of cotton by 
1860, or 3 times as much as the country imported, and every ounce of it relied wholly on 
slave labor. A US Census in 1790 counted nearly 697,124 slaves, with almost as many in 

New York (21,234) as in Georgia (29,264). Despite the Constitutional ban on further 
importation in 1808, by 1820 there were 1,533,086 slaves, almost all now in the South, and 

Virginia alone accounted for 425,757.  By then the South produced an astonishing 2.275 
billion pounds of raw cotton, and the crop accounted for 60 percent of the country’s 
exports. The South now supplied over 80 percent of the cotton manufactured in Britain, 
two-thirds of the world’s total supply, and all the cotton used in New England’s 
mills. Cotton was New York’s leading export; the South depended on New York as well as 

for European home furnishings and high-quality imported fabrics including silks and linens. 
The irony in all this was that although a New York stopover required ships to travel 200 
miles out of their direct lane between Liverpool and Charleston, Savannah and New 
Orleans, there was no logistical reason for its involvement. “The combined income from 
interest, commissions, freight, insurance, and other profits were so great that, when 
Southerners finally awoke to what was happening, they claimed that New Yorkers with a 
few other Northerners were getting forty cents for every dollar paid for Southern cotton,” 

one historian reported. Southern States that had fought to win their independence from the 
British crown now relinquished it economically to the North. New York did more than ship 
Southern cotton; it provided much of the funding for it. Hundreds of Yankee cotton factors 

from New York blanketed the South every year, working with Manhattan banking houses 
that had the capital to make loans. Acting as independent intermediaries, the factors 
advanced long credit at high interest against next year’s crop, usually from 7 to 12 percent, 

and took their cut. Southern banks played a minor role. Planter debt was chronic and 
resulted primarily from the growers’ need to expand their acreage and buy more slaves. 
That in turn gave financiers from England and New York the power to monitor their 
operations, squeeze out higher interest rates…bales became payment; they quickly turned 
into cash as New Yorkers sold that raw cotton to Liverpool to supply Lancashire’s mills.” 
Not only did Eli Whitney’s invention revolutionize the labor-intensive cultivation of cotton, 
but Massachusetts textile mill owner Francis Cabot Lowell’s vision of extreme wealth and 

financial empire fueled the need for African slave labor to till Southern plantations essential 
to his industry.  Karl Marx observed in 1846, “Without slavery there would be no cotton, 
without cotton there would be no modern industry,” and he saw clearly who and what was 
perpetuating African slavery in America. (Cotton, Stephen Yafa, Penguin Books,2005, pg121-136). 

 

TOO DAWG-GONE LONG ???- I have always thought of THE HOWLING 
DAWG more as a monthly magazine than a newsletter. Here lately, I must confess it 
is starting to look like one. In this past year it was not unusual for issues to top 20 
pages and were had one that reached 26. In fact, right after Andersonville we 
published two substantial issues in one month.  99% of the newsletters are 
distributed electronically. This allows for larger, but not unlimited volumes. I can 
create and send an issue, for instance, that some computers just will not handle. I 
manage to get the needed printing and mailing done but cannot always afford to send a full length copy - please understand, 
after all, some who desire paper copies, do have access to printers. In 2014, we will try to keep the length under control, but 
it will not be easy with all the great pictures that are sent to me.  I would sure appreciate your comments about this - Duke 
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IRWINVILLE - Supporters of a south Georgia State park that 

commemorates an event in War history, recently  saved the park. 
Jefferson Davis Memorial Historic Site was in danger of closing. It's 
built on the site in Irwin County where Union troops captured 
President Jefferson Davis. The State stopped funding the park, and 
the county didn't have the money to keep it open. Supporters donated 

money, and the SCV pledged up to $25,000 dollars a year to keep it 
open. Supporters met with Irwin County Commissioners at the park 
on 12/10/13. Commission Chairman Joey Whitley said, "The park had 
been losing money. The expenditures were more than the income, but 
people stepped up to the plate, and they're gonna offset the losses, so 
we're good to go." Supporters plan to re-activate a Friends of the 
Park group, and they hope to get a State grant to help pay for repairs. 
State Rep. Jay Roberts also plans to ask the General Assembly to 
hand over the deed to the park to the county. 

PORTRAITS OF LEE AND JACKSON TO BE REMOVED? 
     The U.S. Army War College in Carlisle Barracks, Penn., has begun discussing whether it 
should remove its portraits of Confederate generals, including those of Robert E. Lee and 

Thomas “Stonewall Jackson. The college is conducting an inventory of all its paintings and 

photographs with an eye for re-hanging them in historical themes to tell a particular Army 
story. During the inventory, an unidentified official asked the administration why the 
college honors two generals who fought against the United States. One faculty member 
took down the portraits of Lee and Jackson and put them on the floor as part of the 
inventory process. That gave rise to rumors that the paintings had been removed. It is the 
kind of historical cleansing that could spark an Army-wide debate. In 1975, Congress 
enacted a joint resolution reinstating Lee’s U.S. citizenship in what could be considered a 

final act to heal Civil War wounds. The resolution praised Lee’s character and his work to 
reunify the nation. It noted that six months after surrendering to Grant, Lee swore 
allegiance to the Constitution and to the Union. “This entire nation has long recognized the 
outstanding virtues of courage, patriotism and selfless devotion to duty of Gen. R.E. Lee,” 
the joint resolution stated. President Gerald Ford traveled to Arlington House, Lee’s former 
home in Virginia, to sign the resolution into law on Aug. 5, 1975. 

     On August 1st, 1960, Dr. Leon Scott questioned President Eisenhower, as to why the 
U.S. President had a portrait of Robert E Lee in the Oval Office: “The most outstanding thing 

that Robert E. Lee did was to devote his best efforts to the destruction of the United States 
Government, and I am sure that you do not say that a person who tries to destroy our 
Government is worthy of being hailed as one of our heroes. Will you please tell me just why 
you hold him in such high esteem?"                                                   
President Eisenhower answered the Scott query on August 9th, 1960 thusly: 

     Dear Dr. Scott: Respecting your August 1 inquiry calling attention to my often expressed 
admiration for General Robert E. Lee, I would say, first, that we need to understand that at 
the time of the War Between the States the issue of Secession had remained unresolved for 
more than 70 years. Men of probity, character, public standing and unquestioned loyalty, 
both North and South, had disagreed over this issue as a matter of principle from the day 
our Constitution was adopted. General Robert E. Lee was, in my estimation, one of the 
supremely gifted men produced by our Nation. He believed unswervingly in the 

Constitutional validity of his cause which until 1865 was still an arguable question in 
America; he was thoughtful yet demanding of his officers and men, forbearing with 
captured enemies but ingenious, unrelenting and personally courageous in battle, and 
never disheartened by a reverse or obstacle. Through all his many trials, he remained 

selfless almost to a fault and unfailing in his belief in God. Taken altogether, he was noble 
as a leader and as a man, and unsullied as I read the pages of our history. From deep 

conviction I simply say this: a nation of men of Lee's caliber  would be unconquerable in 
spirit and soul. Indeed, to the degree that present-day American youth will strive to 
emulate his rare qualities, including his devotion to this land as revealed in his painstaking 
efforts to help heal the nation's wounds once the bitter struggle was over, we, in our own 
time of danger in a divided world, will be strengthened and our love of freedom sustained . 
Such are the reasons that I proudly display the picture of this great American on my wall.               
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OBJECT LESSONS FROM GOD 
 

"Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I 

perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.  For as I passed by, and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 

UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 

you." - Acts 17:22-23 
 

 
     I have always been fascinated with this small 
glimpse into the ministry of Paul. Faithful to his 
calling, he was always looking for an opportunity 
to witness. Religion, to the ancient Greeks, was 
perhaps more of a way of life to them than it is to 

modern day Christians. With their many gods and 

goddesses, they sought to understand all natural 
occurrences. Say what you will about their beliefs 
but they were convinced that supernatural beings 
controlled every aspect of life - we would do well 
to remember that as well with the sovereign and 
solitary God that we worship.  The Greeks had 

gods and goddesses for everything from love, 
weather, light, war, hunting, agriculture, wine, 
precious metals, the underworld, travel, home, the 
sea, just to name a few - even Zeus, the god of 
gods. Just in case they forgot one, they had 
erected "an altar with this inscription, TO THE 

UNKNOWN GOD." Being careful people, they wanted 

to make certain they had all the bases covered. 
Paul jumped at this opportunity. Seeing they 
acknowledged there might be a god they did not 

know about, Paul decided to enlighten them.  The 
"alter To The Unknown God" became an object lesson to point them to God Almighty and 
our lives have these instances and examples, too.  

     We have just concluded the Christmas season and although it is increasingly filled with 
more secular icons than Christian ones there may be value in them as well. God is very good 
at taking Satan's best shots and firing them right back with devastating effect. Ol' Santa, 
for instance is said to be all wise, all-knowing, generous, discerning and so on, JUST LIKE 
GOD.  Now, we can take offense at that but maybe, just maybe God uses references to ol' 
Saint Nick to point people to Himself.  Who knows maybe God even uses some of the more 
worldly objects of Easter, Thanksgiving, and other holidays to do the same thing. Maybe he 

uses the death of the pets we own to somehow prepare us a bit for the death of beloved 
humans. God wastes nothing! I believe that with all my heart. I may have learned to play 
music at the Devil's school, but God did not discard those skills, HE now uses them as His 
own. Are the scriptures not filled with object lessons: Noah and the ark (Genesis 6:1-9:17), 
the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9), David and Goliath 1 Samuel 17:1-51, Sodom and 

Gomorrah Genesis 18:16-19:29 … you name it  I am not saying to pay more attention to the 
instruction of the world around you than the Holy scriptures but just pray that God will 

teach you about Himself and anything else He would have you know in any way He can, if 
you are open to it. I hope everyone's Christmas was a Merry one and that the new year 
finds us all in the safety of God's protection, good health and especially spiritual prosperity. 
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16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
As we mentioned in a previous issue, we were happy to meet a new friend at the November 
Griswoldville Commemoration. Mr. Joe Byrd, who is a quite an expert historical researcher and who 
has done extensive work tracing the paths of The 16th Georgia Infantry. Here, are more portions of a 

speech he delivered last April in which he referenced many important details about the 16th Georgia :   
(NOTE: Flags shown in text are actual 16th Georgia flags at the Georgia Archives) 

After arriving in Richmond around the first of August, the Gwinnett Volunteers 

were joined by nine other companies, including another Gwinnett County unit, the 

Flint Hill Greys.  The remaining eight companies were from 6 nearby Georgia 

counties:  Jackson, Madison, Habersham, Walton, Hart, and Columbia. On August 

15, 1861, volunteers from the ten companies gathered to elect officers.  Howell 

Cobb was made Regimental Colonel by acclamation.  The regiment was designated 

the 16th Georgia, and the Gwinnett Volunteers became Company I.  William 

Simmons was promoted to First Lieutenant.  The other Gwinnett County Company, 

the Flint Hill Greys, was designated Company H.  Lt. William Simmons and the 16th 

Georgia saw very little battlefield action during the fall of 1861.  The regiment had 

to remain in the Richmond area so their commanding officer could serve as the 

presiding officer of the Confederate Congress.  There was another reason for the 

delay.  Only a handful of men had adequate firearms.  Howell Cobb went to bat for 

his new regiment and secured a shipment of Enfield Rifles that had been carried to 

the port of Savannah on the blockade runner, Bermuda and impounded for the 

State Militia by Governor Joseph Emerson Brown. The delay 

took its toll on the men of the 16th Georgia as morale began 

to waiver as boredom took hold.  There was also an 

outbreak of serious illness.  At least 50 men died in camp 

from disease within the first 3 months after the regiment 

was formed.  The following seven soldiers from Company G 

were among the deaths during August, September, and October of 1861.  Private 

James Russell Appleby, Private Andrew J. Hardy, Private James W. Harwell, 

Private James S. Johnson, Private Major W. Lord, Private William G. McElhannon, 

and 4th Sergeant Marcus J. Park.  After receiving their firearms in October, the 

regiment departed to join General John B. (“Prince John”) Magruder’s forces on 

the Peninsula near Yorktown.  They remained in the area throughout the winter at 

Camp Lamar, named in honor of Howell Cobb’s brother in law, John B. Lamar.  The 

camp was located at the same site on which Washington’s army had bivouacked 

before Lord Cornwallis surrendered his British Forces in the Revolutionary War. 

Early in 1862, Howell Cobb was promoted to Brigadier General to head up a 

brigade formed by the 16th Georgia, the 24th Georgia, the 2nd Louisiana, the 15th 

North Carolina, the infantry battalion of his younger brother’s Georgia Legion, and 

Page’s Virginia Artillery Battery.  By the end of the year, the brigade would be re- 

organized to constitute an all-Georgia Brigade in the Army of Northern Virginia 
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 and include the Eighteenth Georgia Infantry Regiment and Phillips Georgia Legion 

Infantry Battalion in place of the North Carolina and Louisiana regiments. William 

Simmons and his comrades in the 16th Georgia saw their first real battlefield 

action on the Peninsula about one year after Gwinnett Volunteers were organized.  

The men of Cobb’s Regiment took up defensive positions at Dam Number 1 on the 

Warwick River, which crosses the Peninsula and becomes a tributary of the James 

River.  Earlier, the Confederate Army erected a series of dams to flood the 

Warwick and impede the progress of the Union Army.  On April 16th, the 16th 

Georgia was attacked by Union forces under the command of Brigadier General 

William F. Smith.  There the Georgians successfully repelled an attack by two 

Vermont regiments at a ford in the river.  Lieutenant Simmons’ report of the action 

was very brief, simply stating that “The 16th Georgia was attacked by Smith’s 

Corps, and the attack was repulsed.”  During the engagement, 165 Union soldiers 

were killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. This was the first of more than twenty 

battles and actions where William Simmons was in the thick of the fighting.  His 

next major engagement took place at Malvern Hill during the Seven Days Battles.  

He joined his regiment there after returning from a 30-day sick furlough in 

Lawrenceville.  While he was away, General Joseph E. Johnston was seriously 

wounded and General Robert E. Lee took over command of the Confederate forces.  

[Note:  Among the 16th Georgia casualties at Malvern Hill was 

Private Joseph S. Bell of Company G who was killed in action.] 

In early August of 1862, the 16th Georgia returned to the 

vicinity of Malvern Hill for a brief, but successful, engagement 

with Union forces.  The following month, Lee led the Army of 

Northern Virginia across the Potomac into Maryland.  On 

September 14th, Lieutenant Simmons was in command of the 

Gwinnett Volunteers at Crampton’s Gap in the Battle of South 

Mountain.  There, the Confederates were overwhelmed by a 

Union force several times their strength.  General Howell Cobb was barely able to 

escape from the field of battle after suffering great losses among his brigade.  In 

his journal, William Simmons described a miraculous escape, leading fifteen men 

from the battlefield.  After being surrounded, Simmons and his men fought 

through the enemy lines and climbed back up South Mountain before returning to 

the safety of Harper’s Ferry the next evening and reuniting with their regiment.  

There he was greeted by General Howell Cobb.  Once he was able to catch his 

breath, Simmons noticed that there were over a dozen bullet holes through his 

uniform, hat, and haversack.  Three days later, Simmons led the remnants of his 

company at Sharpsburg and survived another fiercely fought battle. After the 

debacle at Crampton’s Gap, the ranks of the 16th Georgia were worn thin and only 

about a third of the Regiment fought at Sharpsburg.  Among those killed in the 

bloodiest day of the war were Private Francis M. Lampkin, Private Wyatt Lee, 

Private A. M. Thompson, and Private Shadrick Wilson of Company G, "The Jackson 

Rifles." The last major engagement of 1862 was at Fredericksburg, which began 

on December 13th.  One month earlier, the 16th Georgia had been placed under the 

command of Brigadier General Thomas R. R. Cobb, General Howell Cobb’s younger 

brother.  The older Cobb was ordered to another command in Georgia.    That 

afternoon, Lieutenant Simmons and his regiment were dispatched to join the rest 

of their brigade behind a stone wall that ran along a sunken road to the west of 

the town.  It was here that the Confederates repulsed wave after wave of attacks 

by Burnside’s Union forces.  By the end of the day, there were 7,000 dead and 

wounded Yankees covering 300 yards in front of the stone wall.  During the battle, 

General Tom Cobb was severely wounded by an artillery shell and died later that 
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day, bleeding to death from a severed artery in his leg.  The Army of Northern 

Virginia held their positions at Marye’s Heights throughout the winter, and 

Burnside’s Army retreated after the disastrous “Mud March.”  3rd Corporal John R. 

Lay of "The Jackson Rifles" was killed at Fredericksburg, most likely while fighting 

at the stone wall on the sunken road.  Two other soldiers in Company G were 

wounded:  W. R. Garrison and Private J. R. Ivey.  Private Ivey died from his 

wounds two days later. In January of 1863, General William Tatum Wofford took 

over Cobb’s Brigade.  Prior to his new assignment, Wofford led the 18th Georgia in 

General John Bell Hood’s famed Texas Brigade, and years earlier had raised and 

commanded a company of mounted volunteers in the Mexican War.  Wofford was a 

familiar face to Lt. Simmons and his comrades, having been born in Habersham 

County Georgia.  While in his teens, he attended the Manual Labor School in 

Gwinnett County.  He later studied law at the University of Georgia, established a 

successful law practice in Cass (now Bartow) County, and served in the Georgia 

Legislature.  Soon after assuming his new command, Wofford began to draw up 

detailed plans to form an elite battalion of sharpshooters from his brigade who 

had demonstrated bravery under fire.  Wofford designated 6 companies of 50 men 

for the battalion, each headed by a captain.  Each captain was given the authority 

to select outstanding men for his company.  William Simmons was promoted to 

captain to head up Company C of the new sharpshooter battalion.  His friend, Nate 

Hutchins was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and given overall command of the 

battalion, designated the 3rd Georgia Sharpshooters. After the officers and men 

were chosen, the sharpshooters were sent to a separate camp for training that 

included skirmish drills, bayonet exercise, marksmanship, and practice in 

estimating distance.  Before all the details could be worked out, Wofford’s Brigade 

was in the thick of the fighting at Chancellorsville, where some of the 

sharpshooter battalion participated in their new role.  After a brilliant victory, the 

Army of Northern Virginia rested and again marched north.  A total of five men 

from "The Jackson Rifles" served in the 3rd Georgia Sharpshooters:  Private John 

M. Archer, Private Benjamin F. Fields, Private Thomas J. Fields, Private William J. 

Haynie, and Private James R. Wood.  All were assigned to 

Company E.  Although the sharpshooter battalion was officially 

established on June 8, 1863, there is some evidence that most 

or all of the men selected from Wofford’s Brigade fought 

together in the Battle of Chancellorsville about one month 

earlier. Approaching Gettysburg from the west, Captain 

Simmons was given a special assignment.  On the last day of 

June, he was ordered to take his company on a mission to 

destroy the Archer Iron Works, several miles to the north, near 

the little hamlet of Greenwood, Pennsylvania.  During the previous week, 

Confederate forces had destroyed the Iron Works owned by Thaddeus Stephens, 

one of the most despised Northern politicians. Upon arriving at the Archer Iron 

Works, Captain Simmons learned that the owner was a southerner and the 

younger brother of Confederate Brigadier General James J. Archer.  Unknown to 

both men, General Archer would be captured the first day of battle by the 

infamous Union Iron Brigade. Archer pleaded for the detachment to spare the iron 

works.  Instead of burning the facility, Captain Simmons decided to appropriate all 

of the wagons, draft horses, and every other valuable item that could be pressed 

into service for the Army of Northern Virginia.  After hurrying back to the main 

body of the army, he and his detail returned in time to lead their brigade across 

the Emmitsburg Road on the 2nd day of battle at the Peach Orchard and the Wheat 

Field.  Late that afternoon, the 16th Georgia advanced all the way to the foot of 
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Little Round Top and Devil’s Den before being ordered back to the main 

Confederate line by General Longstreet. On August 16th, Wofford’s Brigade was 

surrounded and overrun by Union Cavalry in an action near Crooked Run, a 

tributary of the Shenandoah River.  The forces were under the command of 

General Wesley Merritt and included the Michigan Wolverines, who were led into 

battle by General George Armstrong Custer.  When the bluecoats advanced on 

horseback, Simmons gave the order to his men to “rally by fours,” which was the 

appropriate defense against a cavalry charge in an open area.  The sharpshooters 

bravely stood their ground even though the infantrymen from Wofford’s men were 

rapidly retreating back toward the river and leaving 

them behind. Although the Action at Guard Hill was not 

considered a major battle, the Southern forces suffered 

significant casualties.  Seventeen men from the 16th 

Georgia and the 3rd Sharpshooter Battalion were killed.  

Major Simmons was among over 250 officers and men 

who were captured and taken prisoner on that day. 

Immediately after he surrendered Major Simmons was 

taken to Custer’s Headquarters where, in his words, he 

“was treated with courtesy and kindness.”  He was then 

sent to the Old Capitol Prison in Washington, D. C. for 

about one week, and then imprisoned at Fort Delaware, 

on a swampy piece of land called Pea Patch Island, located near the head of 

Delaware Bay.  There he would spend the next eleven months. During his stay at 

Fort Delaware, the 16th Georgia and 3rd Battalion Sharpshooters carried on until 

the end of the War.  General Dudley DuBose replaced General Wofford as Brigade 

Commander in January 1865 until he and most of his Brigade were captured at 

Sailor’s Creek, Burkeville, Farmville, and High Bridge on April 6th.  When Lee 

surrendered at Appomattox 3 days later, there were only 51 members of the 16th 

Georgia and 22 members of the 3rd Sharpshooter Battalion remaining. 
 

***** 
 

Just before Christmas The Macon Telegraph was the only 
apparent local media that carried a story of Georgia Benton's 
induction into the United Daughters of the Confederacy on 
December 14.  Benton is the first African-American member in 
the Savannah Chapter and also the first in Georgia. A number 
of African-Americans served the Confederacy as musicians or 
body servants, but some also fought. Benton's great-
grandfather, George W. Washington, a slave in Sumter 
County, South Carolina, went off to the War as the body 
servant of his master, Lt. Alex McQueen. The pair served in 
numerous battles together, such as Sharpsburg and 
Gettysburg. Benton said that her grandmother had passed 
down stories of Washington and his War service, so she 
already had a lot of the documentation she needed to join the 
organization, so she felt she deserved the same right to be a 
part of a group honoring their forefathers.     "Little is known 
about black Confederate soldiers, so if I can be a starting 
point in letting the world know the history and making them 
aware that African-Americans have fought in every war in 
history, then I'm proud to stand up for my great-grandfather. 

He helped form the United States of America, he was a part of that movement so I stand with honor 
and pride. My son tells me I'm a trailblazer, because I was also involved in the community Civil Rights 
movement in Port Wentworth. I guess it's in my blood. It's just something that you do," Benton said.                                 
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IN MEMORY 
 

 
The Funeral of General Jackson - Kunstler 

          
The grave of Pvt. Mike "Outlaw" Thomas / 16th GA Co. G 
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Lee’s Christmas Letter to One of His Daughters  - “Coosawatchie, South Carolina, December 25, 1861  
My Dear Daughter,  
     Having distributed such poor Christmas gifts as I had to those around me, I have been looking for 
something for you. Trifles even are hard to get in these war times, and you must not therefore expect 
more. I have sent you what I thought most useful in your separation from me and hope it will be of 
some service.  
     Though stigmatized as “vile dross,” it has never been a drug with me. That you may never want for 
it, restrict your wants to your necessities. Yet how little it will purchase! But see how God provides for 
our pleasure in every way. To compensate for such “trash,” I send you some sweet violets that I 
gathered for you this morning while covered with dense white frost, whose crystals glittered in the 
bright sun like diamonds, and formed a brooch of great beauty and sweetness which could not be 
fabricated by the expenditure of a world of money.  
     May God guard and preserve you for me, my dear daughter! Among the calamities of war, the 
hardest to bear, perhaps, is the separation of families and friends. Yet all must be endured to 
accomplish our independence and maintain our self-government. In my absence from you I have 
thought of you very often and regretted I could do nothing for your comfort.   
     Your old home, if not destroyed by our enemies, has been so desecrated that I cannot bear to think 
of it. I should have preferred it to have been wiped from the earth, it’s beautiful hill sunk, and its 
sacred trees buried rather than to have been degraded by the presence of those who revel in the ill 
they do for their own selfish purposes.  
     I pray for a better spirit and that the hearts of our enemies may be changed. In your homeless 
condition I hope you make yourself contented and useful. Occupy yourself in aiding those more 
helpless than yourself. Think always of your father.   R.E. Lee.”    
 

(And to One of His Daughters, Civil War Christmas Album, Philip Van Doren, editor, Hawthorne Books, 1961, page 19) 

 
Lee‘s Letter to His Wife on Christmas Day, 1861 “Coosawhatchie, South Carolina, December 25, 1861 

     I cannot let this day of grateful rejoicing pass, dear Mary, without some communication with you. I 
am grateful for the many among the past that I have passed with you, and the remembrance of them 
fills me with pleasure.  For those on which we have been separated we must not repine. If it will make 
us more resigned and better prepared for what is in store for us, we should rejoice. 
     Now we must be content with the many blessings we receive.  If we can only become sensible of our 
transgressions, so as to be fully penitent and forgiven, that this heavy punishment under which we 
labor may with justice be removed from us and the whole nation, what a gracious consummation of 
all that we have endured it will be! 
     As to our old home [Arlington], if not destroyed it will difficult ever to be recognized. Even if the 
enemy had wished to preserve it, it would almost have been impossible. I fear, too, books, furniture, 
and the relics of Mount Vernon will be gone. It is better to make up our minds to a general loss. They 
cannot take away the remembrance of the spot, and the memories of those that to us rendered it 
sacred.  That will remain to us as long as life will last, and that we can preserve. 
     You must not build your hopes on peace on account of the United States going into a war with 
England [via the Trent Affair].  We must make up our minds to fight our battles and win our 
independence alone. No one will help us. We require no extraneous aid, if true to ourselves. But we 
must be patient. It is not a light achievement and cannot be accomplished at once. 
      The enemy is still quiet [here] and increasing in strength. We grow in size slowly but are working 
hard. Affectionately and truly, R.E. Lee” 

(The Civil War Christmas Album, Philip Van Doren Stern, editor, Hawthorn Books, 1961, page 18) 
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Christmas Cheer on the Plantation “The great fete of the people was Christmas. [All] times and seasons paled 

and dimmed before the festive joys of Christmas. It had been handed down for generations . . . it had come over 
with their forefathers. It had a peculiar significance. It was a title. Religion had given it its benediction. It was the 
time to “Shout the glad tidings.” It was The Holidays. There were other holidays for the slaves, both of the 
school-room and the plantation, such as Easter and Whit-Monday; but Christmas was distinctively “The 
Holidays.”Then the boys came home from college with their friends; the members of the family who moved 
away returned; pretty cousins came for the festivities; the neighborhood grew merry; the Negroes were all to 
have a holiday, the house-servants taking turn and turn about, and the plantation made ready for Christmas 
cheer. The corn was got in; the hogs were killed; the lard “tried”; sausage-meat made; mince-meat prepared; 
the turkeys fattened, with “the big old gobbler” specially devoted to the “Christmas dinner”;  the servants new 
shoes and winter clothes stored away ready for distribution; and the plantation began to be ready to prepare 
for Christmas. In the first place, there was generally a cold spell which froze up everything and enabled the ice-
houses to be filled. The wagons all were put to hauling wood – hickory; nothing but hickory now; other wood 
might do for other times, but at Christmas only hickory was used; and the wood-pile was heaped high with the 
logs . . . .In the midst of it came the wagon or ox-cart from “the depot,” with the big white boxes of Christmas 
things, the black driver feigning hypocritical indifference as he drove through the choppers to the storeroom. 
Then came the rush of all the wood-cutters to help him unload . . . as they pretended to strain in lifting, of what 
“master” or “mistis” was going to give them out of those boxes, uttered just loud enough to reach their master’s 
or mistress’s ears where they stood looking on, while the driver took due advantage of his temporary prestige to 
give many pompous cautions and directions. The getting the evergreens and mistletoe was the sign that 
Christmas had come, was really here. There were the parlor and hall and dining-room, and, above all, the old 
church, to be “dressed.”  The last was a neighborhood work; all united in it, and it was one of the events of the 
year. Then by “Christmas Eve’s eve” the wood was all cut and stacked high in the wood-house and on and under 
the back porticos, so as to be handy, and secure from the snow which was almost certain to come. The 
excitement increased; the boxes were unpacked, some of them openly, to the general delight, others with a 
mysterious secrecy which stimulated the curiosity to its highest point and added to the charm of the occasion. 
The kitchen filled up with assistants famed for special skill in particular branches of the cook’s art, who bustled 
about with glistening faces and shining teeth, proud of their elevation and eager to add to the general cheer. It 
was now Christmas Eve.  From time to time the “hired out” servants came home from Richmond where they had 
been hired or had hired out themselves, their terms having been common custom framed, with due regard to 
their rights to the holiday, to expire in time for them to spend the Christmas at home.  There was much hilarity 
over their arrival, with their new winter clothes donned a little ahead of time, they came to pay their “bespecs” 
to master and mistis. Later on the children were got to bed, scarce able to keep in their pallets for excitement; 
the stockings were all hung up over the big fireplace; and the grown people grew gay in the crowded parlors. 
Next morning before light the stir began. White-clad little figures stole about in the gloom, with bulging 
stockings clasped to their bosoms, opening doors, shouting “Christmas gift!” into dark rooms at sleeping elders, 
and then scurrying away like so many white mice, squeaking with delight, to rake open the embers and inspect 
their treasures. At prayers, “Shout the glad tidings” was sung by fresh young voices with due fervor. How gay 
the scene was at breakfast! What pranks had been performed in the name of Santa Claus! The larger part of the 
day was spend in going to and coming from the beautifully dressed church, where the service was read, and the 
anthems and hymns were sung by everybody, for everyone was happy. Dinner was the great event. It was the 
test of the mistress and the cook, or, rather, the cooks; for the kitchen now was full of them. The old mahogany 
table, stretched diagonally across the ding room, groaned; the big gobbler filled the pace of honor; a great round 
of beef held the second place; an old ham, with every other dish that ingenuity, backed by long experience, 
could devise, was at the side, and the shining sideboard, gleaming with glass, scarcely held the dessert. After 
dinner there were apple-toddy and eggnog, as there had been before. There were Negro parties, where the 
ladies and gentlemen went to look on, the suppers having been superintended by the mistresses, and the tables 
being decorated by their own white hands. There was almost sure to be a Negro wedding during the holidays. 
The ceremony might be performed in the dining-room or in the hall by the master, or in a quarter by a colored 
preacher; but it was a gay occasion, and the dusky bride’s trousseau had been arranged by her young mistress, 
and the family was on hand to get fun out of the entertainment.” (Old South, Essays Social and Political, 1892,pg.174-183) 
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Christmas Vandals in Georgia - Mrs. Mary S. Mallard /1864 Journal, Liberty County, Georgia  
“Monday, December 19th.   Squads of Yankees came all day, so that the servants scarcely had a 
moment to do anything for us out of the house. The women, finding it unsafe for them to be out of 
the house at all, would run in and conceal themselves in our dwelling. The few remaining chickens and 
some sheep were killed. These men were so outrageous at the Negro houses that the Negro men were 
obliged to stay at their houses for the protection of their wives; and in some instances, they rescued 
them from the hands of these infamous creatures.  Tuesday, December 20th. A squad of Yankees 
came soon after breakfast. Hearing there was one yoke of oxen left, they rode into the pasture and 
drove them up…needing a chain…they went to the well and took it from the well bucket. Mother 
went out and entreated them not to take it from the well, as it was our means of getting water. They 
replied: “You have no right to have even wood or water,” and immediately took it away.  Wednesday, 
December 21st. 10 A.M.  Six of Kilpatrick’s cavalry rode up, one of them mounted on Mrs. Mallard’s 
valuable gray named Jim. They looked into the dairy and empty smokehouse, every lock having been 
broken and doors wide open day and night. They searched the servants’ houses; then the thundered 
at the door of the dwelling. Mother opened it, when one of them presented a pistol to her breast and 
demanded why she dared keep her house closed, and that “he be damned if he would not come into 
it.” She replied, “I prefer to keep my house closed because we are a helpless and defenseless family of 
women and children.” He replied, “I’ll be damned if I don’t just take what I want. Some of the men got 
wine here, and we must have some.” She told them her house had been four times searched in every 
part, and everything taken from it. And recognizing one who had been of the party that had robbed 
us, she said:   
 “You know my meal and everything has been taken.”   
 "He said, “We left you a sack of meal and that rice.”  
 Mother said, “You left us some rice; but out of twelve bushels of meal you poured out a quart or so 
upon the floor---as you said, to keep us from starving.”  
Upon one occasion one of the men as he sat on the bench in the piazza had his coat buttoned top and 
bottom, and inside we could plainly see a long row of stolen breast jewelry---gallant trophies, won 
from defenseless women and children at the South to adorn the persons of their mothers, wives, 
sisters, and friends in Yankeeland!” (The War the Women Lived, Walter Sullivan, J.S. Sanders & Company, 1995, pp. 238-239) 
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