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Summer Muster 2011
As has always been our tradition, the 16th Georgia tried our best to pick the hottest weekend of
the summer for our semi-annual drill. We were certainly on the fast track to it considering the
blazing temps that we have already endured this year. However, rare rainfall moved into the area
as the date approached and cooled things down quite a bit.
This year's muster produced encouraging numbers as we had about 25 rifles, as well as our
entire officer and NCO staff. Most everyone was in camp by dark on Friday evening, July 15th, to
enjoy a great meal provided by our hosts, Earl and Beth Colvin. Later, we honed our skills with
picket post duty and a night tactical. Saturday morning brought instructions in the School of the
Solider, an extremely productive drill, a unit meeting and, yet, another tactical. It was a fun, but
tautly run camp which adhered to the military code of behavior and Company street layout.
Several solders were disciplined for infractions and our officers did not deem it too extreme to
shoot one Private, who seemed to be an incurable gambler. A real bonus was the induction of two
new members: Ed Lusk and Scott Kent both from the Warner Robins area. We certainly welcome
them to our brotherhood. Moreover, we had two friends from the 53rd GA to join our ranks for the
drill; Kaitlyn Groce and Kallan Randles, and a bugler, Teresa Fisher, from around Fort McAllister.
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SCENES OF SUMMER DRILL 2011
Pictures replace many words and we deeply appreciate the photographic efforts of Beth Colvin, Dixie
Cromer, Ed Lusk, Kellie Banks and Brenda Dobson. Here are some that Brenda and Kellie shared:

(Copies of the current roster are always available upon request by e-mail or regular mail)
ABOUT 900 FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK: "JACKSON RIFLES"
TOO MANY ENEMIES TO COUNT
All 2011 issues of the Howling Dawg can be viewed at the Lt. James T. Woodward
Website (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to the gracious efforts of Steve Scroggins.
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16TH GA Co. G. “Jackson Rifles”

Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796
1st Corp. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748
2nd Corp. Alan Richards – 478-308-9739
3rd Corp. / Adj. John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531
waynedobson51@yahoo.com or waynedobson@cox.net
Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958
Assistant Chaplain –Charles Hill – 770-845-6878
Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840
Musician Cody Sprague – 478-320-8748

Photo by: Ed Lusk

SERGEANT'S CORNER:
I WAS REAL PLEASED AT SUMMER DRILL WITH THE TURNOUT OF AROUND 25
SOLDIERS. THERE WERE PERIODS OF INSTRUCTION, TACTICALS, AND DRILL WITHIN A 24 HOUR PERIOD. THE
CAPTAIN AND LIEUTENANT WERE REALLY PREPARED IN WHAT THEY WANTED TO DO AND CARRIED IT OUT
BEAUTIFULLY. I THINK EVERYBODY ENJOYED THE TRAINING AND MOST OF THE SUGGESTIONS CAME FROM
PRIVATES, NCO'S, AND OFFICERS ALIKE. AS 1ST SERGEANT, I LISTEN TO WHAT YOU HAVE TO SAY AND RELAY IT
TO THE OFFICERS. EVERYONE HAS INPUT AND I THINK THIS IS WHAT MADE THIS DRILL SUCCESSFUL. WE EVEN
HAD PRIVATES DRILL THE COMPANY WHICH IS SOMETHING WE HAVEN'T DONE IN A WHILE; BUT VERY
IMPORTANT. MY ONLY TWO CRITICISMS ARE THAT PRIVATES ARE NOT LISTENING TO "QUIET IN THE RANKS",
WHICH I WILL ENFORCE. THE OTHER IS THAT SOME NEED TO BE BETTER PREPARED WITH FOOD, CARTRIDGES, &
CAPS, WHICH WILL ALSO BE ENFORCED. YOU ARE THE 16TH GEORGIA.VERY RESPECTFULLY,KEVIN SARK, 1ST SGT.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 23-25 - NASH FARM, NEAR MCDONOUGH, GA
OCTOBER 1-2 - ANDERSONVILLE, GA
OCTOBER 20-22 - SPIRITS IN OCTOBER - MACON, GA
NOVEMBER 5-6 - BATTLES @ IRWINVILLE, GA
(POC is Lee Murdock 478- 986-5290)
NOVEMBER 19 - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL SERVICE
GPS: 32°52′00″N 83°28′ 10″ W
NOV.19-20 - "Burning of Clinton"
(POC is J.C. Nobles 478- 718-3201)
SUMMER FIELD TRIPS
This summer is zipping on by and we have been busy, but not able to make any field trips, like we did last
year. There are several possibilities; the artillery park in Wrightsville is one that I will look into; Gary Banks is
interested in taking a group to Oakland Cemetery and to see some battle flags at the State Capitol (check
with him) and we are still looking at a half day trip to the Sunshine Church Battlefield when it cools off some.
I was thinking that Chickamauga is not too awfully far to drive. Maybe we could tour there? We are open to
other suggestions - Let me hear from you - I mean it, let me hear from YOU! What would you like? Duke
PLANS FOR THE FALL CAMPAIGN
Camping for Nash Farm and Andersonville will be authentic for those who are able. If that changes you will
be contacted by your squad leaders. Anyone who does not have the means to camp authentic needs to
contact their NCO; we may be able to find a tent to borrow or be able to help you transport your tents if that's
what is needed.
Lt. Noah Sprague
*****
MY LIFE AS A SOLDIER RE-ENACTOR

I grew up as a re-enactor. My whole family was (still is) involved. Before I was born, my family joined
the 16th GA Co. G ( A.K.A. The Jackson Rifles). Growing up, I HATED re-enacting. I hated the bugs and
the dresses that Mom forced me to wear. Then a few years ago, that all changed. I started wearing the
dresses with no problem and put up with the bugs. But my passion grew for the field, and that's
where I am today. :) I completely fell in love with it. Note: Re-enacting just isn't for everyone! Life as
a re-enactor is a privilege. People say it's a hobby, but I disagree - it's a way of life. For me, life as a reenactor is a fun, yet serious life. Yes, its fun to be on the field with a lot of guys and shoot a rifle, but
it's serious, too, because of the true meaning behind it. When I am on the field with my unit, I tear up
just thinking about what we would have dealt with if we were actually in the War. What I see in a
true soldier is someone who isn't going to give up what he believes; does his job with no questions
asked, puts up with sweat and all that fun stuff, and gives his all. And let me tell you, it's an amazing
feeling to know who you're truly representing. A few weeks before a re-enactment, we have all the
gear packed, so there's nothing really much to do except get the details on what we're going to be
doing and hear about how excited everyone is. Most of us don't really care what early hour we must
wake up to meet everyone and convoy to our destination. People go, without pay, to come to reenactments and that's dedication. Every time we see each other, it's a big family reunion. These are
the people who are always there for you and there to back you up when an outsider tries to push you
around. A lot of us love falling asleep to the sound of tent pegs being hammered into the ground and
people talking, plus the smell of wood smoke in the air. For most of us, that's home. When it comes to
doing our job, we put our all in it; like during the battle, we put out as much fire power as we can.
Sometimes after the battle we're so tired that all most of us can do is just sit and stare at each other
or get in a horse trough full of water. I've been taught to make my own memories, and I hope others
will know our memories in the generations ahead. One memory is how proud we were of each other
and the unit after Saturday's battle at Tunnel Hill 2010. Never forget the true reason you're dressed
out. Look to the years past; and always remember how many died for your rights.
- PVT. KELLIE BANKS

16TH GEORGIA
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CO. G

"JACKSON RIFLES"

A GOOD SOLDIER NEVER CHECKS UP SHORT
(As always, non-profane comments are welcomed)

This newsletter has always been transparent. We both praise and criticize openly. Our people love each other
with all the passion possible, and are flagrantly proud. Yet, we do not spend an excessive amount of time giving
out praise or pats on the back because if you are 16th, excellence is EXPECTED by the entire re-enactment world.
Anyone who is not aware of that just does not know the nearly three decades of history that this legendary unit
spans - we portray soldiers, not re-enactors. The only problem with criticism is that those it is intended for will
likely skip over this and read something else. Nevertheless, we will earnestly and respectfully share our views:
When you joined the 16th GA, you agreed to bylaws that required you to have a minimum gear within a year.
As we have discussed, before, some items like weapons, coats, brogans can be expensive and take some time to
get - we help as we can. A haversack with the basic eating utensils of a plate, cup and fork or spoon, does not
seem like a lot for you to provide. At breakfast on the Saturday morning of our recent drill, our hosts kindly
furnished disposable plates and other items so our guests could join us. 16th Georgia members were seen using
these disposable items. When I asked why they were doing so, some replied that they had their eating utensils
in their haversack but chose not to use them. That seems totally unacceptable, not to mention dead dog lazy.
You may have already noticed that our 1st Sgt. expects you to have your gear when you fall in line. This includes
not only your weapon, but a canteen, with water in it and your haversack with the basic eating utensils we have
already mentioned. I doubt that bedrolls or back packs will be required on a regular basis - probably on limited
occasions - but you can bet you will need a cartridge box and cap box and something in them. I know things are
expensive and often hard to come by but your effectiveness as a member of the unit has a lot to do with how
well you prepare. All too often folks show up without caps and cartridges and it makes you wonder why they
even came - I think that is a fair question - did you really expect these munitions to be furnished and do you
even intend to pay them back? We love you, but, o one adopted you or took you to raise! Also, when time
comes to clean weapons I have seen the same ones, every time, going around borrowing cleaning patches.
By the way, did you bring something to contribute to the Saturday morning meal? About six people did more than that ate. Each MEMBER (not guests or visitors) has been asked repeatedly to bring something for our
meals - this is nothing new and those of who have gotten out of the habit need to get back into it, if you plan to
continue eating with us. It is both reasonable and fair, period! Let me ask one question in closing:
Do you portray a re-enactor or a soldier?

*****

Duke

BERT
We lost a great friend and a true Southern patriot with the passing of Elbert R. "Bert" Franklin who died
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 at age 61. Graveside services were held on June 27 at Andersonville National
Cemetery with Reverend Clint Wood officiating. Bert was born in Pasadena, Texas to the late Robert Wayne
Franklin and Avis Ross Lux. He was a former counselor at Central State Prison, retired probation officer
with the State of Georgia and an Army Veteran, serving two tours in Vietnam; a member of the Fort Valley
American Legion Post #76, VFW Post #6126 in Perry, Sons of
Confederate
Veterans Camp #1399, and a Boy Scout Leader. Bert coached,
refereed and
ran the concession stand for the Peach County Recreation
Department,
was a member of Everett Square Neighborhood Association and Peach
Co. Historical
Society and attended Grace Point Church. Survivors include his wife
of 31 years,
Betty Franklin of Fort Valley; their sons, Jonathan Franklin of
Buckeye,
Arizona and Jason Franklin of Athens; brother, Terry Wayne
Franklin of
Cincinnati, Ohio; and sister, Brenda Sue Carpenter of Fort Valley. He
is preceded in
death by his stepfather; Albert Lux. Donations may be made to Grace
Point Church,
P.O. Box 895, Fort Valley. Most of us knew Bert from the reenactment
camps and fields and the SCV. I first met him around 1990 when I
joined the
Woodward SCV Camp and I also knew him as a member of the 10th
Georgia
Infantry. In more recent years he worked with my wife, Brenda, at the
Jarrell
Plantation, instructing in their Civil War programs. He was an
esteemed
participant in the re-enactment of the "Floyd House Hospital",
sponsored by
the Cannonball House in March of 2010. This past April, he met with
some of us for
the last time as we conducted a Confederate Memorial Day service in
Fort Valley.
There, we were able to say "good-bye" face to face. Duke
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THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO
The 16th Georgia sure enjoyed our Summer Drill at the home and grounds of Earl and Beth
Colvin. They have been members for a relatively short time but it makes you wonder how we ever
got along without them - they came right in and made a difference by doing so much to help folks
and just being our friends. They worked tirelessly and incurred unreimbursed expenses to make
sure everything was perfect and that we were well fed during the weekend of July 15 & 16.
Moreover, they were busy preparing the site, setting up and repairing tents and attending to many
other details of the encampment for weeks in advance. "Thank you" does not seem to be enough
to say to them and to everyone who labored to make this year's drill one of the best ever and to
further mold the 16th Georgia into the unit is it. Perhaps gratitude will do until you are better paid.

*****
GET WELL WISHES
In May, when we attended the Old Soldier Day memorial services in Scott, GA, we learned that our
much-beloved 16th Georgia member, Brigadier General Herbert Burns, had sustained a recent illness.
We were able to speak with him by phone in mid July and he indicated that he was doing much
better. He sends he love and best wishes to his 16th Georgia. We certainly pray for his continued
recovery. Also, Mark "Watch Dog" Thompson, long-time 16th member, had triple bypass surgery in
Macon on June 20. From all reports, he is doing well at home. If you get a chance send a card or make
a phone to them both.

150th Anniversary of 1st Manassas
Only two of our members, Privates Thomas Patton and Ben Morris, as far as we know,
will be able to attend this event. We are told that they plan to fall in with the 53rd Georgia
and we pray that they have a safe journey as well as a great time. Hopefully, they will
bring back some photos and stories to share.

FUNERAL RE-ENACTMENT OF GENERAL DOLES

During the Battle of Cold Harbor, June 2, 1864, a Union sharpshooter shot Doles in the left breast as he was inspecting
the Confederate entrenchments near Bethesda Church, Virginia. He died instantly. Command of the brigade passed to
Colonel (later Brigadier General) Phillip Cook of the 4th Georgia Infantry.

The Old Capitol SCV Camp # 688 sponsored a re-enactment of the funeral of General George P. Doles. This
sesquicentennial event was held in Milledgeville, GA on Saturday, June 18. The "body" lay in state on the first level of the
old Georgia State Capitol before proceeding to Memory Hill Cemetery. Members of the 16th GA as well as Joe Johnson and
his son of the 49th GA) were honored to participate.
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HAVIS'S BATTERY
Company A, 14th Battalion Georgia Light Artillery was formed as the Southern Rights Battery in March of
1862 in Houston County, Georgia. The distinguished battery was later known as Palmer's Battery and then as
Havis's Battery. The battery in recent years has been portrayed in living history events by Captain Leon Lovett of
Wrightsville, GA, as Southern Rights Battery and by Captain Mike Burch of Hayneville, GA, as Havis's Battery.
The 16th Georgia, Co. is proud to have Mike Burch (front right) as an associate member since early this year.

*****
Cannonball House Re-enacts 1860's-style Wedding

Photos by: JASON VORHEES/THE TELEGRAPH

According to one source, "the tradition of being married in June started in the 1500's." That was an era of
yearly baths and in May, when the weather had sufficiently warmed, people had usually just taken one. "By
June, they were still fairly clean and smelled pretty good, compared to the rest of the year. However, the
body odor soon returned, so brides carried a bouquet of fresh flowers to mask the scent." Really romantic!
On June 25th, The Cannonball House hosted the celebration to illustrate what a wedding was like during
the 19th century. Jessie Banks and Stephen Walczak served as bride and groom in the re-enacted 1861
military wedding, recognizing the Sesquicentennial of the War Between the States. The re-creation was the
culmination of the Cannonball House displaying five period-style wedding gowns during the month of June.
Earl Colvin, director of Cannonball House explained,
"We hosted the program in an effort to keep within the period of the house and to recognize and honor the
Sesquicentennial of the War. What we tried to do here is share our history, share the story with the
community and everybody in such a way that they could enjoy it with us.”
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(WEDDING-CONCLUDED FROM PG. 7) Jessie Banks, "the bride", who works at the Cannonball House, added,
"a lot of practices back then were based on superstitions. Most people believed it was good luck to get
married on a Wednesday and in the morning, between ten and noon; unlike now, when most people are wed
on a Saturday and at night; 1860's people thought it was bad luck.”
The participation of members of the 16th Georgia and the 53rd Georgia was essential and so appreciated.
Visitors were also wedding guests as they were invited to take part in the “wedding breakfast,” which
featured an array of finger foods, snacks, fruit, vegetables and, of course, a three-tiered wedding cake. The
festive occasion also offered an opportunity to learn some period dance steps during the reception.
Although the re-enactment mirrored a modern wedding in many ways - a ceremony followed by a reception
with food and dancing - there were some major differences between weddings then and now. However, one
participant noted, "those 16th boys sure can dance!" Special thanks to Macon Telegraph writer Caryn Grant.

*****
GETTING BACK ON COURSE

And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us
sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him
between the pillars. And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand; suffer me that I may feel the
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. Now the house was full of men and
women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand
men and women that beheld while Samson made sport. And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord
God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the
house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. And
Samson said; Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell
upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more
than they which he slew in his life. Judges 16:25-30

Most of us have seen circus elephants tied to a pole with a rope and just standing there. We
marveled at their obedience; not evening trying to break away. Trainers say that when elephants
are young, they are tied the same way. They try to escape, but, at that age and size, they are not
strong enough. Eventually they give up. When older, they still believe they cannot escape.
The Bible tells of the death of Samson. The Philistines, his enemies, had captured and blinded
him. Not satisfied with that, they were partying one day and decided that Sampson would be their
entertainment. Eventually, they had enough of his show and set him aside among the pillars that
supported the temple they were in. Samson asked the servant who held his hand to place him
where he could feel these pillars and lean against them. The temple was crowded with men and
women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men
and women watching Samson perform. Samson prayed for God to strengthen him just once more,
and to let him get revenge on the Philistines for his two eyes. He touched the two central pillars
on which the temple stood. Bracing against them, he shouted, “Let me die with the Philistines!”
He pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it and
he killed many more when he died than while he lived. That sounds a lot like those artists or
writers who become more famous after death than when they were alive. There are differences
and similarities between Samson and the elephant. Both were mammals but one was an animal
and the other was human. Both had tendencies to misuse their strength, misjudge their size and
never reach their potential. We, too, have human fragilities that stump and stunt our dreams? As
the years pass, we can see unfinished business in our lives and goals we have not reached There
are projects we have started and not finished and others we have not begun at all. Talk it out with
God. Just talk to Him. Share your dreams and disappointments with One who really cares. Ask for
wisdom. Ask for His direction to get back to what He would have you to do. He will get you back
on course. He is waiting.
jwd

-8-

