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"In Mem'ry we'll still be seen a wearin' of the Gray"

Photo: Leslie Mannheim

MEMORIAL SERVICE AT OLD CLINTON CEMETERY
After each Old Clinton War Days event, we reflect on what has just passed and ponder the
memories we have stored away. It is a precious time to us, that is eternal only in remembrance.
Recollections keep us going until we are together again. This issue of The Howling Dawg will be
a little unusual. Instead of so many words, we will speak with some of the many photographs that
were taken during the weekend. To those who took and shared these pictures, this is a tribute to
you. The images you captured are worth more than a thousand words…..
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WAR DAYS - SATURDAY, APRIL 30th
By John Conkell
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WAR DAYS - SUNDAY, MAY 1st
By John Conkell

-3-

WAR DAYS - SUNDAY, MAY 1st
By John Conkell
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UNIT ELECTIONS
Unit NCO elections were held on Saturday afternoon of War Days during a 16th Georgia meeting, in
accordance with the guidelines published in previous newsletter issues. The results are listed below
and those elected immediately assumed the duties and responsibilities of their rank.
Kevin Sark - 1st Sgt.
Nathan Sprague - 1st Corp.
Alan Richards - 2nd Corp.
Note: The 4th Corporal position will be brevetted on a rotating basis.

ONE MAN'S OPINION
By my count, we have two officers and a maximum of five NCO's.
From the sounds of the Battle of Griswoldville on Sunday, it appeared we had a whole Company of NCO's.
Who told all those PRIVATES to open their mouth and give orders? Just wondering. JWD

SUMMER DRILL 2011
It was decided at the unit meeting during War Days to take Earl Colvin up on his gracious offer
to host this drill on his Jones County, GA property. The time period is set for the evening of
Friday, July 15th through the afternoon of Saturday, July 16th. Lt. Noah Sprague will have charge
of this Camp of Instruction and will publish further details in the June newsletter.

MAY 28 - OLD SOLIDER DAY

Hosted by Ervin & Barbara Garnto, near Scott, GA This Memorial Service is for all soldiers that have passed on.
Special honor is paid to our re-enactor brothers and sisters who have departed this life. The Garntos would like
very much for anyone that can and will to come and help with this awesome event. Food will be furnished for all
that attend. There will be signs at each turn from the caution light in Scott, Ga by the big white church {SCOTT BAPTIST
CHURCH}; come and get a blessing. Those wishing to stay over Saturday night are welcome to do so. For more information
phone 1-478-290-6945 or e-mail at: bjgarnto@hotmail.com. Directions from the point of Scott Baptist Church: 2 1/2 miles
to Glen Donaldson Road, turn left go 1/2 mile to Bill Garnto Rd. turn left go 1/4 mile to Dogwood Ln. turn on Dogwood
follow road around to pond follow arrows there will be signs @ each turn.
( Art work courtesy of Val Elliott)

16TH GA

Co. G.

“Jackson Rifles”

Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796
1st Corp. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748
2nd Corp. Alan Richards – 478-308-9739
3rd Corp. / Adj. John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531
waynedobson51@yahoo.com or waynedobson@cox.net
Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958
Assistant Chaplain –Charles Hill – 770-845-6878
Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840
Musician Cody Sprague – 478-320-8748
(copies of the May 2011 roster are now available upon request by e-mail or regular mail)
MORE THAN 700 FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK: "JACKSON RIFLES"
NOT SURE HOW MANY ENEMIES
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 20-22 - 147TH ANNIVERSARY BATTLE OF RESACA, GA
MAY 28 - OLD SOLIDER DAY - Hosted by Ervin & Barbara Garnto, near Scott, GA
JULY 15 & 16 - SUMMER DRILL - Hosted by Earl & Beth Colvin, Jones Co, GA
SEPTEMBER 23-25 - NASH FARM
OCTOBER 1-2 - ANDERSONVILLE, GA
NOVEMBER 19 - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL SERVICE. GPS: 32°52′ 00″ N 83°28′ 10″ W
NOV.19-20 -"Burning of Clinton"
SPECIAL NOTE:
All 2011 issues of The Howling Dawg are now available at The Lt. James T. Woodward
website (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to the gracious efforts of Steve Scroggins.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
“It is an Honor and Privilege to have been elected as your 2nd Corp. I will hold this position
with the highest standards of integrity and Honor to the 16th GA. I shall take my duties and
responsibilities very seriously and shall execute them in like manner. As I do not have a monstrous
ego to fill, I shall concentrate my efforts on health and well being of the 16th GA, Co. G and
making better soldiers out of already great ones. If you need me for anything, don’t hesitate
to call or email me.” In your Service, 2nd Corporal Alan Richards
*****
"THE PAST FEW YEARS HAVE SHOWN A STEADY GROWTH OF THE 16TH GEORGIA AND I CONSIDER
IT AN HONOR TO BE CHOSEN AS YOUR 1ST SERGEANT, A JOB I DON'T TAKE LIGHTLY. WE HAVE A
GOOD GROUP OF NCO'S AND OUR JOB IS TO TRAIN THE FUTURE NCO'S SERVING AS PRIVATES AT
THIS MOMENT. NEVER HESITATE TO COME TO ME WITH SITUATIONS THAT NEED TO BE DEALT WITH
FOR THE CONTINUED GROWTH OF THE UNIT. IT WAS NICE SUNDAY TO HAVE A 2ND SERGEANT, BUT
MY GOAL IS TO HAVE OUR OWN 2ND SERGEANT WITHOUT ANYBODY BREAKING IN OUR COMPANY.
MY ADVICE TO FELLOW DOGS. LEARN THE COMMANDS SO ONE DAY YA'LL CAN LEAD THIS COMPANY.
I HOPE WE CAN ACCOMPLISH THAT AT SUMMER DRILL. MANY THANKS AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL."
RESPECTFULLY, KEVIN SARK, 1ST SERGEANT, 16TH GEORGIA
*****

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every member of the 16th GA for their vote of confidence, allowing
me, to serve once again as 1st Cpl. It is an honor and a privilege to serve the men and women of the 16th. I can
think of no other group that I would rather serve. I promise to continue to perform my duties to the best of my ability
and in return expect the unit to hold me accountable. I have a great relationship with those having a higher rank
than I and will carry out their orders without delay. Please do not hesitate to call upon me if needed and I look
forward to when we are all sitting around the campfire again making those memories on and off the battlefield as
we continue to honor our ancestors and preserve history. 1st Corporal Nathan Sprague
*****
"I would like to thank the 16th GA Infantry for the kindness and generosity you gave me. I felt like
an instant friend and member or your family. I also appreciate everyone going above and beyond
with the presentation, accepting the rifle and then again presenting me with a copy of “Butternut
and Gray” with signatures and kind words from Earl and attending members. You again showed
the caliber of people by making me an honorary member. Please pass along a special thanks to Ricky
Smith and Dennis Lord for helping me. From my heart, “You are Welcome and Thank You,”
Stephen Jarrell
{Editor's Note: Stephen Jarrell very graciously presented the unit with an 1861 Springfield, which was
consigned to Pvt. Thomas Patton}

IN DEEPEST SYMPATHY
On Wednesday, May 4, just after War Days, we received this sad e-mail from Tim Fowler:
"Cliff Rice, former 1st Sgt., of the 30th GA, "Teller of Bad Jokes", passed away early this morning.
He went to sleep and started his journey across the Eastern Shore. And you can bet he's walkin'
toward the Pearly Gates with a smile on his face and a joke in mind. Rest in peace my brother.
I will miss you greatly."
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WAR CORRESPONDENT
Leslie Mannheim has graciously taken and shared some great event photos in a number of our past issues.
At Old Clinton War Days 2011, she asked permission to disguise herself among the ranks to photograph the
action from the closest possible perspective. She got stunning results for her greatly appreciated efforts and
we asked her to share her recollections of the experience with our readers:

"On an early summer day, the sun had already risen high in the sky, and though it was
very warm, the sun was merciful and quite pleasant, creating a beautiful day for our
coming adventure. The call was given to suit up. I was already dressed in my borrowed
uniform and had begun hiding my hair the best I could in my forage cap, officially becoming
a brother of the boys of the 16th. After a few encouraging words from "Tinkerbell",we lined
up and I, shaking in my boots, joined the back of two lines with my "special equipment."
Given the order to march, we headed to the field, for we would see battle on this day.
The terrain was tough, littered with overgrown vines and debris as a result of the recent
storms. The Yankees were just across the way, firing on us quite heavily with their rifles
and cannons. And we, being the 16th returned their courtesy with sheer excitement, loading
and firing as quickly as possible. I could no longer hear our orders over the blasts. We were
soon ordered to charge,and as the Rebel yells rang out,I could not control the urge to scream
out as well, and releasing my own battle cries. I found myself having trouble keeping up,
however, due to the heavy load, but my brothers carried even more. They represented
those who fought and died here so many years ago. Our boys truly honored them with true
passion in their hearts. And though it seemed at times difficult for me, I had our boys at my
side, helping me along the way, and I could not ask for a better group of men to march with.
I am truly blessed to be given this opportunity. When everything was over and our boys,
Including myself, were given the order of resurrection, we lined up once more. And when I
heard the applause, it brought a great smile to my face, for I will always treasure and never
forget my experience there on the battlefield."

Photographer Leslie Mannheim and some views from inside the battle line

*****
SUMMER PLANS???
Last summer, we took advantage of our "down time" between events to take some trips
to Kennesaw, Pickett's Mill, and the Naval Museum in Columbus. Most of us will not make
Manassas, VA, so we would like to pursue outings this year closer to home.
Some suggestions have been a half-day tour of the Sunshine Church Battlefield; Gary Banks
has offered to lead a tour to the State Capitol to see some displays of battle flags and maybe
visit Oakland Cemetery. Mike Burch tells me of an artillery park that Leon Lovett has developed
near Wrightsville. Maybe you have other suggestions. Anyway, we would like to get a little
feedback as to who might be interested. Call or shoot me an e-mail. Thanks, Duke
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Val Elliott, well-known artist to the re-enactment community made presentations of two paintings
during the course of the weekend. One was given to Tim "Cleotis" Fowler, which depicted the retiring
warrior presenting his faithful #14027 Enfield musket to young Private Will Butler. Said Cleotis at
the actual ceremony, "Today, ya'll have honored the colors....ya'll have honored the livin' troops....ya'll have
honored the dead. Now, I'm here to honor our future." A print of this painting was given to Will Butler.
A second painting, a portrait, was given to another legendary 16th GA member and former commander
Steven L. Smith, in grateful recognition of more than three decades of devoted service which
developed Central Georgia and the southeast into the great re-enactment region it's always been.

Cleotis & Will

Steve
*****

Photo By: Brenda Dobson

The year of the Cicada (they were everywhere)
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AUTHETICITY CONTESTS AT WAR DAYS

We were pleased to have an increased turn out of contestants for Most Authentic Confederate Soldier, Most
Authentic Union Soldier and the Rapid Fire Contest. We congratulate Sgt. Evan Luke of the 3rd Wisconsin who won
the Rapid Fire Contest and Most Authentic Union Soldier for the second year in a row at Clinton. He is shown in the
lower right of the left photo above, with Austin Mannheim, 51st PVV, who gave him a good run for his money. We
Thank Lt. Noah Sprague and Corp. Nathan Sprague for their fine work in having a set of plagues fabricated.
Entering the contests for Most Authentic Confederate Soldier were 16th GA members Ben Morris, Will Butler
and Matt Whitehead, as well as Lt. Col. Tim Knight. With so many 16th in the fray, we asked Capt. Stephen Walczak
and Sgt. Frank Groce of the 53rd GA, to comprise our panel of judges, in order to avoid any appearance of conflict of
interest. We thank them for performing this task. In the ranks of the 16th, we always encourage our people to heartily
participate in there endeavors, adding that you always gain because you never fail to learn something even if you do
not walk away with the prize. I must admit, in all candor, that it was I who learned a lesson this time: apparently
authenticity guidelines have changed since I last competed and, now, stainless steel implements are not only allowed
but awarded. - jwd

*****

Photos By: Brenda Dobson
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THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND

"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ…"
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
Most any dictionary will define a battleground as "an area where a battle is fought." True enough. We
turn the pages of our history books and see that battlegrounds were places where muskets were fired,
cannons roared, where people were killed and wounded and landscapes were destroyed. Today those
same places are quiet. We now look upon Antietam's Bridge, the fields of Gettysburg, Sailor's Creek,
or the cedars along Stones River, and our eyes no longer witness the conflict. Franklin, Tennessee,
today, looks like anything but a field of carnage. Yet, we are always on the battle line. Enemies
are always before us. The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth that our battle is not like the
world's battles. Rather, it is a battle of ideas, fought on the battlefield of the mind. Our enemy's strategy is
to tempt us to deny God's truth; to deceive and discourage God's people so they lose faith and hope in the
goodness and providence of God. Satan still stirs up physical wars between nations and peoples, but even
those wars begin with ideas. The scripture verses above, warn us, they encourage us, to be careful that we
take every thought captive, and that we daily make our minds submissive to the will of God in Christ Jesus.
How sad our state by nature is! Our sin how deep it stains! And Satan binds our captive minds fast in his slavish chains.
- Isaac Watts
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And finally ….. a few more pictures

-12-

Ya'll come back now …. Y' hear !
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