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What Do We See In Old Clinton?

Photo By: Kellie Banks

It was a time of old friends. It was a time of new friends.
It was the best of times …
Everyone sees War Days differently. How good it was to be back and walk the familiar
old streets! This was the 31st time the event has been a reality and I have been at most of
them since 1990 - some among the living have seen them all. It was hot, as it always is, but
the predicted rain did not come. Our numbers, in the 16th Georgia, were about as good as
we have ever seen, and we are thankful.
This newsletter usually consists of 4,000 - 5,000 words, but more importantly, it is often
a collage of the great, captured images we are sent from a host of talented photographers we appreciate ya'll. It is always our intent to publish pictures of as many participants
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(particularly of our unit) as possible. Yet, even with the hundred of photos we routinely
search through in preparation for each issue, only a small percentage are selected.

Some may not make the cut, even though they contain immense subject matter;
if they are too far away or if shadows obscure recognition, we don't use them. In
some cases, like this issue, pictures are in a random collection and not individually
credited. In the past, a few people have been offended that their likeness did not
appear in these pages. We are sincerely sorry - no, really, we are - we do our best.
As we were saying, the Clinton event is something different to everyone. It is a
good place for the new re-enactor to get used to it all and a safe haven for those
who are savoring their last few battles before retiring from the field. It is the
authenticity contests and snow cones; it is the young, the old, the modern, the
genuine, the insanity of the wheel-barrow races and the souls saved in times of
worship. It is a combination of those who gaze in wide-eyed wonder at this
strange new world and the 1,000 yard stare of others who clutch their precious
memories. It is a living sample of what some moments of the 1860's may have
been like and an opening for the do-nothing critics to rant. Coming to Clinton each
year is a pilgrimage to some - that essential component of the year (like
Jonesboro was and Andersonville and Olustee still are).
The important question is "what do you see in the future for Old Clinton War
Days?" What will it take to preserve what we treasure against the onslaught of a
dwindling re-enactment community, a generally disinterested media, the threat of
taxation, "progress", competitive events and the deadliest menace of all, our own
creeping lethargy. Consider how the 150th anniversary of the War is going so far
and venture a guess as to how things will be once we pass the exhilaration of this
milestone. Whatever your reason may for coming to, enjoying and preserving Old
Clinton War Days, it is by YOU and for YOU even more than the generations to
come. I hope YOU see yourself in the big picture of it all. Speaking of pictures, I
hope you like the ones we picked for this issue. They came Shelia Thompson, Dixie
Curtis, Kellie Banks, Steven Jarrell and more sources than I can keep straight and
give proper credit to. No explanation is offered for each; you had to be there! - Duke
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SCOTT KENT EARNES EAGLE SCOUT AWARD
Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouting program of the Boy Scouts of America
(BSA). A Scout who attains this rank is called an Eagle Scout or Eagle. Since its introduction in 1911,
the Eagle Scout rank has been earned by more than 2 million young men. The title of Eagle Scout is
held for life, thus giving rise to the phrase "Once an Eagle, always an Eagle."
At least forty astronauts earned the rank as a youth, including Neil A. Armstrong, Businessmen who
have earned the award include Wal-Mart founder Sam Walton, Marriott International CEO J. W.
Marriott, Jr., and
Michael Bloomberg, Mayor of New York City .
Eagle Scouts can
be found in prominent public offices, as recipients include 38th
President of the
United States Gerald R. Ford, 22nd U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates, 13th and 21st
U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, and Associate Justice of
the U.S. Supreme
Court Stephen Breyer. In academia, Eagle Scouts are represented by
Pulitzer Prize-winner
E.O. Wilson, Gordon Gee, President of Ohio State University, and Kim B.
Clark former Dean of
the Harvard Business School. Entertainers who earned the BSA's
highest rank include Academy Award-winning director Steven Spielberg, and Mike Rowe, host of the
Discovery Channel's Dirty Jobs. Athletes who have earned Eagle Scout include Basketball Hall of Famer
(later U.S. Senator) Bill Bradley. To that long and distinguished list, we are proud to add the name of
one of the 16th Georgia's fine, young riflemen… Scott Patrick Kent, as of April 30th, 2012.

JUDGE TURNIPSEED RETIRES
We could hardly believe our ears but, tis true. Steve Smith, former commander of the 16th Georgia
announced on Saturday, May 5th, that
Justice "U Ain't Got Enough
Cash" Turnipseed has retired as of
Clinton 2012. For those of you
not so familiar with the many years of
these mock courts (which date
back to the early 90's) Steve donned
his black robe and mop wig to
dispense justice as only he could,
marrying folks, granting
divorces and levying fines for
everything under the sun but
especially for shiny kneecaps. It is
likely impossible to accurately
calculate the thousands of dollars of
"donations" he raised over the
years in this manner. Possibly, there
were occasions when the total
rivaled the event gate receipts. This
influx of income has done so
Steve Smith (aka Judge Turnipseed)
much to help finance War Days' needs and to keep old Clinton's historic buildings in good repair. Thank
you Steve for a job well done. Judge, we will miss you but we understand that a new justice has
already taken the bench in the person of Judge Turnip Root, aka "Goodtime Charlie" Whitehead.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 26 - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY - Annual Memorial Service for Fallen Re-enactors near Scott, GA.
(POC Pvt. Ervin Garnto @ 478-668-4115 or 478-290-6945)
JUNE 8-10 - FILMING AT KENNESAW (POC Lt. Noah Sprague @ 706-491-9755)
JULY 7 - SUMMER DRILL AT EARL'S - This will be an overnight, half-day, by host invitation ONLY 16th GA
drill which will likely include a skirmish. Bring both uniforms. Directions will be published in the next issue.
(POC Lt. Noah Sprague, Duke @ 478-731-5531 or Earl @ 478-214-0687)
AUGUST 25-26, 2012 - LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM AT KENNESAW (POC Lt. Noah Sprague @ 706-491-9755)
CAMPAIGN TRIP AT ALAN RICHARDS - TO BE ANNOUNCED
SEPTEMBER 8 - ARTLLERY SCHOOL AT MANASSAS - $20 registration required. (POC Duke @ 478-731-5531)
SEPTEMBER - NASH FARM
OCTOBER - ANDERSONVILLE
NOVEMBER - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL; ALSO PROGRAM AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE
DECEMBER - PROGRAM AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE

To all members of the 16th Ga. Co. G:
Elections for Captain and 1st Lieutenant at Old Clinton War Days resulted in:
Capt. William Bradberry & 1st Lt. Noah Sprague being overwhelmingly re-elected.
The rank of Honorary Colonel for Life was conferred upon J.C. Nobles by the 16th Georgia.
Honorary Brigadier General Herbert Burns and 1st Sergeant (Retired) James Boyd were, likewise,
honored by the presentation of original works of art by Mrs. Val Elliott.
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16TH GA

Co. G.

“Jackson Rifles”

Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748
Adjutant John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531
waynedobson51@yahoo.com / waynedobson@cox.net
1st Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards – 478-308-9739
2nd Corp. Charles "Goodtime" Whitehead - 478-986-8943
3rd Corp. Matthew Whitehead - 478- 607-0235
Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958
Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878
Assistant Chaplain – Joel Whitehead - 478-986-8798
Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840

OVER 1,600 FRIENDS (one or two enemies) ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES". All 2011-12 issues of
The Howling Dawg are available @ (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to Steve Scroggins.

WAR TIME MACON, GEORGIA
The Macon Telegraph of December 1861 carried an article discussing "citizens furnishing
houses to the poor." The writing went on to say that "Charles Collins, Esq. … has at the
present time, twenty-two soldiers' families living in his house, which in ordinary times
rented at $8 per month each." Apparently, Doctor Collins, just two doors down from the
Asa Holt home on Mulberry Street, was housing, feeding and providing other necessities to
soldiers' families at no charge.
Another page of that December 1861 issue contained an advertisement that offered a
large lot of "vegetable oil suitable for old-fashioned oil lamps, lard lamps, etc." The seller
was listed as J.H. Zeilin & Company, a "cash drug store opposite the Telegraph Printing
House" which sold a variety of items including drugs, medicines,chemicals perfumery,
soaps,pepper, mustard, matches, etc.
Yet,another section of the Telegraph had several articles asking for "recruits". One
sought volunteers for the Bibb Cavalry, which were told to apply to James M. Gates,
recruiting officer, or Isaac Hayden. They offered transportation for men and horses to
Savannah where the Cavalry was currently stationed. An appeal was also made for men to
volunteer to serve in "a regiment on the coats for six months." J.H. Josey was raising this
company and requested that each prospective member be armed with a good double-barrel
shotgun or rifle, in good order, complete with flask or horn and the right size bullet moulds.

A NEW BOOK

WALKING ON COTTON - by Conie Mac Darnell - Tales of War and emancipation are woven
into the southern culture of southern whites and blacks who lived in close proximity and
relationship to one another. In these pages, the stories of relatives, religion, and race in the
growing city of Macon, Georgia take on a renewed life. With today's Macon serving as a
virtual library of southern history, "Walking on Cotton" is a guidebook to meeting those
people who lived during those bygone days. Available at the Cannonball House. $24.00.
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"WHEN ALL AROUND MY SOUL GIVES WAY"
We attended both Baptist and Methodist churches as I was growing up, a half
century ago, so I was raised on the old hymns. After a while we simply knew
many of the lyrics by heart and often better than some scripture verses we
memorized because we heard the songs a lot more often. They became nearly as
dear scripture. The old hymns said things in a plain and unmistakable way: "Are
You Washed in the Blood?" - well, ARE YOU? Many readers, I am sure recall the old
standard invitational hymn of "Just As I Am" from some of the brush arbor,
"white-knuckle" revival meetings we attended. There, again, the message was
crystal clear: "Just as I am without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me."
The words of the old songs were, no doubt, penned my men and women who
walked with GOD Almighty and knew the Holy scriptures nearly as well as they did
their own name. I believe that the Spirit of God moved on them as they wrote in
much the same manner as men of God were moved by the Holy Ghost to write the
Bible (II Peter 1:21). The scriptures also mention hymns in a couple more places
(Ephesians 5:19 & Colossians 3:16). I cannot imagine what they may have
sounded like but from what the Word says, they were somehow different from
psalms or spiritual songs. Even the Last Supper was concluded with a hymn,
(Matthew 26:30 & Mark 14:26) so there is no doubt of the importance of hymns.
On Sunday morning at Clinton, we had a really fine church service near the
McCarthy-Pope house. Brother Joey Young was faithfully preaching on "Mary of
Bethany" and we sang a couple of the old hymns. One was called "Christ the Solid
Rock" and like most selections we use, it definitely dated back to the War period.
We have already mentioned how impacting the words of the old hymns can be.
Look at some lines from the old favorite we just mentioned: "My hope is built on
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; When darkness veils His lovely
face, I rest on His unchanging grace; When all around my soul gives way, He then
is all my hope and stay. When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then
in Him be found; Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the
throne."
Think about these words for just a moment. Is your hope - every speck of it built on Jesus' blood and righteousness? I am just an old sinner saved by grace
and that is my ONLY ticket to Heaven. I can forget about any other way. And what
about that part that says when "darkness hides His face." Have you ever been
caught up in a time despair that seemed so dark that there was no light at the end
of the tunnel and you wondered, where is God? I have - more times than I can
count. In each circumstance His grace, which is that good stuff He just does for
you, not because you deserve it, but just because He loves you - that grace always
got me through - always! Have you ever felt like everything around you was
crumbling away - "when all around my soul gives way." There are times in our
lives that seem like that but God is still right by your side. And finally, when I
stand before Him one fine day I will be dressed up in His righteousness, (not mine
cause I have none) because anything I could have done on my own to gain
entrance to Heaven just ain't good enough. The old hymns remind us where our
ancestors found safety and security in the perilous times of their lives and direct
us to where we may find it now:
"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, All other
ground is sinking sand."
Jwd

-8-

-9-

-10-

