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OLD CLINTON          DAYS 2013 

 

 
32nd Annual Old Clinton War Days 

     All week long as we prepared for the event, reports of a rainy weekend 
increased. I guess some of us chose to disbelieve it or simply wished against fate, 

but by Saturday the environs of Old Clinton were as muddy and awash as I ever 
recall. Still the event went on with typical numbers of both re-enactors and  
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spectators.  On Saturday afternoon and on toward evening the raindrops fell  
without ceasing.  Someone asked if we were still going to have the memorial 
service but they immediately answered their own question by adding - "oh, but 

you are 16th … of course we will have the memorial 
service…"  And we did as the rain continued to fall. 
As Saturday passed into Sunday, we were openly 
grateful to Almighty God for sparing Reverend Joey 
Young and family as a large and aging 
sugarberry tree bisected his tent.  The family had, 
earlier, and blessedly, sought dry shelter for that 
fateful Saturday night in a nearby motel. A devoted 
effort early Sunday morning freed his 
campsite from debris and morning worship went on 
without a hitch. God provided donors as well to 
replace his tent, fly and other items that has been 
destroyed. At the end of the event, a number of 
vehicles had to be towed but last I heard, we left no one behind…guess we will 
see.  In the course of our years in the field, we face weather conditions that are 
better and some that are worse … this is just part of it.  - jwd  

***** 

ROBERT E. LEE GRAY 
Right after War Days we learned that this dear old friend and 
Compatriot had been admitted to hospice and his days on 
this earth were few. J.C. and I reminisced of this gallant man 
who trained so many of the old Dawgs in years gone by and 
who was so instrumental in giving the knowledge needed to 
organize events like War Days. God rest him and comfort his 
family as his departure draws nigh.  - Duke  

***** 
RAY CROSS (Alan Richards' step father) 

TIM PILGRIM GA State SCV Adjutant 
RICKY SMITH - recovering from heart surgery 

TIM FOWLER - recovering from surgery 

 

***** 
THE MUD OF CLINTON PAST 

 
A VERY SPECIAL THANKS  

Bobby Michaud owner of  Old Clinton BBQ .... was called by Dixie Curtis on the Sunday 
morning of War Days and did appreciated service for many a stranded vehicle, pulling them 

out with his tractor and later helping repair some of the rut  damaged terrain.  
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A TRIBUTE TO AN OL' DAWG 
A tradition has developed at the past several War Days events - Val Elliot pays tribute to a 
16th Georgia member with a painting depicting their valiant career. This year's honoree 
was none other than Mike "Beezer" Banks….. 

 
"A GOOD SOLDIER NEVER CHECKS UP SHORT" 

Joining the 16th Georgia is simple compared to getting near the heart of it and being truly 
accepted in the beloved. Almost twenty-three years ago, at my first formation, there were 
legendary examples standing in those ranks. I paid close attention because I wanted to be 
one of the 16th Georgia more than most anything I could ever recall.  At that Boxankle 
Winter Muster of January 1990, we shivered in morning formation before a march to the 
Towaliga River.  It was uncommon to see one Dawg Solider singled out from the pack from 
but Lieutenant Steven L. Smith did so as he ordered Corporal Beezer Banks to step to the 
front and center of the Company.  At attention, Beezer stood there as an unforgettable 
image. In words directed to several new enlistees, Steve Smith, pointed out what a 
outstanding illustration of a Confederate soldier this Corporal portrayed.  I took it all in, 
forgetting the cold weather, and deciding "that is the kind of soldier I want to be." Combat 
veterans, like my Daddy,  often said "a good solider never checks up short."  With Beezer 
standing before me on that icy morning, I now knew what those words meant.  This soldier 
was at his post, ready for duty, with the essential accouterments, a rifle that was clean 
beyond all reproach, ample cartridges - all his trappings positioned so they could have been 
found in pitch darkness. It was more than a uniform and equipment that made up this man 
of few words. He possessed a warrior attitude that said "I have had come to fight until the 
job is done or my life is over." No one can recall Beezer's faithful service without being 
reminded of his pyrotechnic work - Beezer just liked to blow up things - he was good at it 
and he had a lengthy career doing it despite his trademark slogan of "Safety Last."  Though 
it all, and always, there is no doubt - this was a soldier! Precious years have passed so 
quickly and most of the valiant men of those days have left the ranks but the guidon of their 
memory remains. We can each hope that our service in the 16th Georgia Volunteer 
Infantry, Company G, "The Jackson Rifles", will follow the same pattern set by Corporal 
Michael E. "Beezer" Banks, 16GAG6, and that when we fall into that great Heavenly 
formation one fine day that our Commander will see one more soldier who did not check up 
short.   Duke - May 4, 2013 - Clinton 
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WHAT IT WAS LIKE AT CLINTON 2013  

 

   

   
 
 

 

 

***** 

 
 
WAR DAYS DRILL COMPETITION 
Congratulations to the 3rd Wisconsin 
upon winning the first annual Old 
Clinton War Days drill competition. They 
were joined in competition by the 51st 
PVV and the 53rd GA.  
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MORE CLINTON 2013 
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… AND A LITTLE BIT MORE CLINTON 2013 
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… JUST A FEW MORE PICS OF CLINTON 2013 
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DID YOU EVER NOTICE ???? 
Someone always seems to be taking a picture of someone else taking a picture 

 
***** 

Rose Hill Cemetery Gets Marker To Honor Confederate Soldiers 
Written by Kyle Warnke on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 12:47 PM. Posted in Local 
MACON, Georgia (41NBC/WMGT) - A new marker now sits above 884 confederate soldiers' graves, honoring 
their sacrifice and dedication to the Civil War. Soldiers' Square inside Rose Hill Cemetery in Macon is the 
final resting place for 1,766 confederate soldiers, some of whom were the first killed during the war. 
Wednesday, the Macon Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee dedicated a marker that serves as a reminder 
of the cost of the War. The marker gives a description of how Macon played such a vital role in serving the 
wounded during the war, second only to Richmond, Virginia in the number of hospitals who cared for 
soldiers. This is the ninth of 12 markers that will be dedicated this year within the city, to honor the 150th 
year since the war began."The purpose of our markers...is to get visitors to come to Macon, to look around, 
to understand more about the war," local historian Jim Barfield explained. This marker is part of the Georgia 
Civil War Trail, which showcases the state's role and importance during the years of the Civil War. 

***** 
On the Friday evening of 
May 10th, friends and 
family of Mia McKie 
gathered at the 
Cannonball House in 
Macon, GA to bid her fond 
farewell before she 
departs her new position 
at Colonial  Williamsburg. 
No one could be more 
deserving or qualified, but 
we will sure miss her. 

 
***** 

…and we were young … 
 
This old photo came from Ty Burnsed's collection and 
shows what is probably a mid 1990's version of hr 
51st PVV. Among those shown are Preston Blount, 
Avery Allen, James Cleveland, Rocky Griffeth, Cliff 
Bowen & Ricky Smith. 
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SCHOOL PROGRAM 
In mid-March Privates Ben Morris and Co0dy Sprague took part in a living history program 

at Central Fellowship. 

 
***** 

Camp 2218 - As mentioned in the last issue, The Camp of 

the Unknown Soldier, Jones County, Georgia, had an 

excellent turnout of compatriots at the April 27th  

Confederate 

Memorial Day 

celebrations around 

the area. At the Old 

Clinton War Days 

event, May 3-5, 

members 

participated in all 

facets of the event 

from battle 

scenarios, to the 

genealogy and 

recruitment tent 

and the keynote 

memorial service 

on Saturday 

evening. We met 

several prospective 

members as we endured the rainy weather.   Our May 23rd meeting at Chevy's Café on Hwy. 

49 in Jones County, will feature a program by Compatriot Ashley Clark.  We publish the 

photo above to say congratulations to Compatriot M. L. Clark Jr., 3rd from left (SCV CAMP 

2218), Ashley's father,  who was inducted into the Macon Sports Hall of Fame on May 16. 

M.L. Clark played in high school for Lanier then coached American Legion teams around 

Macon in the 50s. He was offered a chance to play for the Chicago Cubs in the 40s but 

declined ($150.00 a month) He helped establish Macon Little League and worked with Vine-

Ingle Little League for 10 yrs and was the president for one year. He coached at Stratford 

and River North High Schools winning 4 state championships and a perfect season for 

Stratford (27-0). 
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MAY 17-19 - BATTLE OF RESACA, GA -  

MAY 25 - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY AT ERVIN GARNTO'S  

JUNE 1-2 - BATTLES AT ALMA, GA - POC IS LEE MURDOCK 
JUNE 27-30 - 150TH GETTYSBURG  - BLUE-GREY ARMY EVENT - REGISTER 

ON LINE…$20….DEADLINE IS JUNE 1. 

JULY 12-14 - SUMMER DRILL AT CLINTON, GA /MEETING WITH OCHS 
SEPTEMBER 19-22 - 150TH CHICKAMAUGA -Re-enactor registration for this 

Blue Gray Alliance Event of  September 19, 20, 21 and 22, 2013  in Walker 

County, Georgia is available on line at 150thanniversarychickamauga.com . 

The fee will be $20 per person. Persons under the age of 14 attend free. 

Each major organization in reenacting is represented on the registration 

forms. It is helpful in sorting the various commands and assigning them 

properly if the commanders would please advise your members to enter 

the proper affiliation when registering. Your registration will be processed 

using the PayPal system. If you choose not to pay with a major credit card 

you may print the registration form by hitting "print screen" and mail it in 

with a money order or personal check. Please be advised that it may take a 

few days for checks to clear and mail in registrations to be posted. Please 

mail your registration to: Cleburne's Division Attn: 150th Chickamauga P.O. 

Box 6359  Navarre, FL 32566. 

BATTLE OF ATLANTA -Re-enactor registration for both November 1-3, 2013 

and September 19-21, 2014 is now open. The registration fee for 2013 and 
2014 is $15.00 per person until October 15, 2013. After October 15th, the 

walk on fee is $25.00. The registration fee of $15.00 per person for 2014 is 

good until September 1, 2014. After September 1st, the walk on fee is 
$25.00.  Children under 12 are free for both re-enactments but they must 

register  

OCTOBER 5-6 - ANDERSONVILLE  
OCTOBER - BATTLE @ IRWINVILLE - POC - LEE MURDOCK @ 478-986-5290. 

NOVEMBER 23- GRISWOLDVILLE COMMEMORATION  

NOVEMBER - CBH APPARITIONS (IN 2012, ON THE 10th)  

DECEMBER - CBH CHRISTMAS (IN 2012 IT WAS ON THE 8th)                                           
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ANNUAL OLD SOLDIER'S DAY 

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2013 
a memorial service to all soldiers & our fallen re-enactors and SCV compatriots 

 
"We were prepared to lose some of us, but were never prepared to lose all of us…" 

Gen. R.E. Lee (Gettysburg Movie, 1993) 

Hosted by Ervin & Barbara Garnto, near Scott, GA  (location of our winter drill of 
January 2012). This Memorial Service is for all soldiers that have passed on.  
Special honor is paid to our re-enactor brothers and sisters who have departed 
this life. The Garntos would like very much for anyone that can and will to come 
and help with this awesome event. A meal will be served in the afternoon (about 
2:30-3PM) for all that attend. Service will soon follow. There will be signs at each 

turn from the caution light in Scott, GA  by the big white church {SCOTT BAPTIST  
CHURCH}; come and get a blessing. Those wishing to stay over Saturday night are 
welcome to do so. For more information  phone 1-478-290-6945,  478-668-4115 
or e-mail at: bjgarnto@hotmail.com. Directions from the point of Scott Baptist 
Church on U.S. 80: 2 1/2 miles to Glen Donaldson Road, turn left go 1/2 mile to 
Bill Garnto Rd. turn left go 1/4  mile to Dogwood Ln.;  turn on Dogwood  follow 

road around to pond follow arrows there will be signs @ each turn. 

 

***** 

SWAP SHOP 
Ryobi ZRRY46501 12 Amp Electric Cultivator - 8-Inch diameter heat treated 

4-tooth tines with adjustable cultivating width of 8-Inch to 10-Inch 

Cultivating depth to 7-3/4-Inch. for excellent mixing and blending. This is a 

great small job tiller. Comes with two, 100' sections of RIDGID 10/3 

extension cords. I used this tiller two seasons and it worked well for 

breaking new ground but was just too large to cultivate my garden. I would 

like to sell outright (make offer) or swap for a smaller gasoline tiller like a 

MANTIS or even for a laptop computer with at least a dual (or quad) core 

processor and 2 GIG of ram.  Also looking for a mainframe tower (only) 

with WINDOWS XP and Microsoft 2007.  Call Duke @ 478-731-5531. 
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SETTING A GODLY EXAMPLE 
 

" In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity…"- Titus 2:7 

 
     Chaplains were not the only influential Christians in the 
Southern armies. There were a great number of Christian 
officers who were present in the Confederate forces. Officers 
had the opportunity to choose their chaplains and could either 

be supportive, against or apathetic to the chaplains in their 
charge. The troops, who looked to their officers for leadership, 
saw the example set by their commanders and were more likely to follow it.  
     The faith of the Southern officers was an attribute that set them apart from the 
Northern ones more than anything else. All the armies of the Confederacy were 
more or less blessed with pious Generals, who strove to lead their soldiers to the 

cross of Christ. Although the Union had its share of Christian officers, the 
proportion of field officers openly professing faith in Christ was much higher in the 
Confederacy. Many of these men did not have any second thoughts about taking a 
stand for the Lord, nor doing his work. By being outspoken and humble about their 
faith, Confederate officers inspired their men to follow their example in religion 
much as they would in battle.         
     General Robert E. Lee is among the most famous Christian officers of the 
Confederacy. His devout faith is the source of many legends and stories that have 
added to his fame and respect on both sides of the war, even up to present times. 
His men respected him for his military prowess, but they also respected him for 
his great faith. He was known to be a frequent attendee of the preaching held at 
General Jackson's headquarters, being very interested in spreading the gospel 
personally and supporting the distribution of  Bibles to his troops. Stonewall 

Jackson was another great Christian officer of the Confederacy. Jackson, like Lee, 
was highly involved in promoting spiritual matters within the army. Down to his 
very core, Jackson was a man of prayer. In every aspect of his life, he travailed in 
prayer, and he encouraged others to do the same. Jackson's corps was said to be 
better supplied with missionaries and chaplains than any other segment of the 
army because he cared enough for his men's religious wellbeing to he went out of 
his way to get such ministers. Jackson seemed to come alive when he was among 

men who hungered and thirsted after the gospel. General J.E.B. Stuart was also a  
devout Christian who was said to have lived a "stainless life." He worked to see to 
it that his men were spiritually fed despite the rapid marches and distant outposts. 
Another general who was quite active in the spiritual lives of his men was General 
John B. Gordon. He assumed control of what was left of the "Stonewall" corps and 
made great strides in reaching his men spiritually. He was moved to the point of 
tears when trying to convince his men to follow Christ. General Gordon had been 
seen walking off into the woods with an arm around private in his command, 
personally sharing the gospel message to him. Generals were not the only officers 
who were spiritual leaders. Randolph Harrison McKim, a young junior officer in the 
Army of Northern Virginia, frequently led prayers and Bible studies in the camp.      
     The influence of Christian officers was vital in the bringing about of revivals 
because they were these were the men who controlled the armies. The soldiers 
saw the peace that their leaders had and yearned for that peace as well. Had the 
war not been fought, many of these young men may have never come to faith 
because they would have had less reason to trust in the Lord. 
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A NEW PAINTING BY VAL ELLIOTT 

 

Walking all alone in the Southern rain 

By graveyards and battlefields that blood still stains 

Back to a time when the angels came 

Walking all alone in the Southern rain … 

- John Coinman 
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