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THE FALL CAMPAIGN

Photo By: Ed Lusk

HOT FIGHT AT NASH FARM
The first leg of this much-anticipated season began in the grassy fields off the Jonesboro Road. Our convoys converged there in
welcome reunion on the morning of September 23, set camps and made ready for the events ahead. Our numbers had been on
the rise in recent years particularly at Old Clinton, but now, the Company was seeing some of its best attendance on the road
with no anticipated decrease on the horizon. We were soundly disappointed last year due to the
(Concluded on page 3)
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NASH FARM (concluded) cancellation of the Nash Farm re-enactment and had to settle for the less than cordial environs of
Tunnel Hill. This year, Nash Farm was a reality, as we surveyed the landscape from our sprawling tent city under the canopy of
large oaks and a massive, bombarding black walnut. Fighting as Federal soldiers all weekend our nearest neighbors were our
good friends in the 3rd Wisconsin. Friday evenings at a re-enactment, especially a new event, provides a time of warm
anticipation of good times ahead. Good food was in abundance around the campfires; folks visited with each other and explored
the sutlers' wares. One real highlight for us was a unit yard sale in which many items changed hands - seemed like Christmas.
Regional temps had shown signs of cooling so most slept in peace and comfort on the unfamiliar grounds. Saturday morning
was the traditional hustle and bustle of renewed anticipation. Gear was laid out, put in place and re-checked as NCO's
announced "5 MINUTES" until we marched out. Soon we were off to the morning assembly of troops. A battalion drill,

"FIVE MINUTES"
Photo By: Ed Lusk
immediately afterwards, delayed the breakfast of grumbling soldiers but it proved to be a time of enlightening instruction. The
day warmed quickly, more of our number arrived and the early afternoon found us at pre-battle inspection. Taking the field,
we held the extreme right of the Federal line, entrenched on the rise of a rolling hill. The Confederate lines pressed us
cautiously as we re-created a day of fighting at Lovejoy Station. Afterwards, we were pleased that so many of our number
turned out for the rapid fire and authenticity contests and thrilled that Lt. Noah Sprague won the Federal competition. It was
now time to refresh, welcome even more arrivals and prepare for the coming evening. A ball or dance was held and many of
our members heartily participated. Folks often make comparisons to the 16th GA / 51th PVV that now takes the field as
opposed to those of the legendary days - participation at an evening dance is a true and welcome difference. Afterwards, there
was a prolonged evening of sitting by the fires, laughing and talking; just enjoying each other's company - these are blessed
times. Sunday brought the aroma of sizzling bacon and strong coffee. It was noticeably warmer. Unfortunately, details of the
day precluded many of us for attending worship services. Before we knew, we were at "5 MINUTES" again and our time was
slipping steadily away. Today, again fighting as Federals, we moved much more, not hugging the entrenchments as the day
before. Taking the field, we resembled a Union Army on the move with horsemen and artillery leading the procession. The
head of the column soon came under Confederate attack and we spread our lines before them, slugging it out but being steadily
pressed back until we made a final stand with our backs to an old road and yielded up the day. Exhausted from the warm
activity, we trudged back to camp but most were far too spent to rush into breaking down and packing up. Eventually, all were
on the road home and grateful to God for safe travel and good times.

"AT THE DANCE"
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51th PVV at Nash Farm

Photo By: Brenda Dobson

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the family of Private Mark "Watch Dog"
Thompson who lost his grandfather, Bo Barlow of Chester, Georgia, shortly after
Mark returned from the Andersonville event.

THANK YOU !
I just wanted to take a minute and thank everyone for
sale at Nash farm. Whether you purchased items or
efforts made it a huge success!! We filled up the unit
started and when it was over we ended up with a small
the quartermaster. I was overjoyed to see so many
price that was affordable to them. Again thanks to
successful project!!!

their participation in the unit yard
brought items to be sold, your
wall tent full of items when we
bag of items that were donated to
people getting what they needed at a
everyone for their efforts in such a
- 1st Corp. Nathan Sprague

QUESTIONS NEVER ANSWERED
1. IF THE SOUTH WAS SO BAD WHY DIDN'T THE NORTH JUST LET THEM GO?
2. HOW CAN THE PRESENCE OF A SINGLE UNION SOLDIER ON SOUTHERN SOIL BE JUSTIFIED?
3. WILL THE SCV TAKE JUST ABOUT ANY ANCESTOR SUBMITTED, WITHOUT QUESTION - AS LONG AS IT IS NOT ROBERT E. LEE? - Duke
The "16th Georgia was well represented at the SCV Veteran's Administration event on September 17 in Dublin, GA. Those in attendance
were Rickey "Coon Possum" Smith, Walter " Ducky" Duckworth , Mark " Watchdog" Thompson and Alan "Corporal Cookie" Richards. Story
by Alline Kent on pg. 12.
THE SOUTHERN TEN COMMANDMENTS
(1)Just one God
(2)Put nothin' before God
(3)Watch yer mouth....
(4)Git yourself to Sunday meetin'
(5)Honor yer Ma & Pa
(6)No killin'
(7)No foolin' around with another feller's gal
(or 'nother gal's feller)
(8)Don't take what ain't yorn
(9)No tellin' tales or gossipin'
(10)Don't be hankerin' for yer buddy's stuff]
- Got 'em from by Ray NeSmith
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TUNNEL HILL 2011 - Charles, Thomas, Matthew, and I made it to Tunnel Hill this year - decided to go near 11pm the Friday
night before and didn't leave until around 1:30 AM and drove all night. Arrived at 500AM, changed in the parking lot of the gas
station across the street from the entrance, and waited until 6:30 or 7:00 to go to the camps and find a unit to fall in with. The
group found the 30th GA first and asked Keith and Tim if a couple of stay dogs from the 16th could fall in with them this
weekend, to which we were welcomed. Also the 53rd was the next camp over with Frank Groce, Lake, Katelyn, and Captain
Walzack so they fell in with the 30th as well, forming a Federal one unit under the command of General Earl Zeckman. On
Saturday morning we formed up after breakfast and attended battalion drill after drill we broke for lunch and we prepared
ourselves for the battle. At battle time we formed up and marched to the battlefield, and attacked the enemy near a shack
where were behind a fence the enemy advanced and we started to charge the Confederate line but Capt. Keith saw there were
Confederates behind the shack on the other side of the tall grass, so the he ordered us to attack the line in a surprise through
the tall grass! But 4 or 5 Confederates reformed a line 100 feet in front of us so Capt Keith drew his sword and ordered Charles
and myself to charge! So we did but I was shot, Charles and Keith went through the line though. The only safety hazard we had
was a Confederate officer fired his pistol point blank at Matthew's face, but Matt was ok afterwards. Though we were a bit angry
at the officer. After the battle we talked to a person from another unit and he wanted to know what we were firing as we laid
down so much fire. He said he had looked over and we were just pouring it down range. On Sunday Leslie drove up. There were
no morning colors but there was a morning drill with General Zeckman so we formed up and marched to the field but he
couldn't find anything wrong with us at drill so all he could do was straighten the line. After a break we formed up for the battle
and marched out. We had lost some people during the night but we added a few more people from another unit to our line, they
were a great addition. During the battle we poured fire straight into the Confederate line and pushed them all back to the
breastworks, charged the breastworks and took the Confederate position! After the battle a volley was fired for September 11.
We helped the 53rd and the 30th breakdown and pack up. All in all the weekend was a lot of fun. Capt Keith informed me this
morning that he was proud to host us and that we always have a home with the 30th. I wrote a period style letter to Leslie as if I
was a soldier there. "Darling Leslie, how is everyone on the home front? Well I hope. We saw the enemy today, we fell in with the
30th due to lack of our own unit members being sick or on the list of casualties due to the last battle. We fought today in a large
field near an old shack in between these two mountains, the town is named Tunnel Hill and there is a train depot here. We fought
'em hard and tried to push them back, but they got us, and we sustained heavy casualties, many are going to the hospital just down
from here. Captain says we are going to advance and take their breast works tomorrow! That would be exciting! But today I got
me an officer! I aimed and shot, and he just fell over dead!! The whole unit was cheering for me. But I do have sad news, Matthew
was rounding the building and took an enemy bullet to the face at close range, he was killed instantly. But don't worry, we killed
the Secesh that fired the bullet. But be sure to pass it along to his folks, and tell his Pa to come get his body. I miss you terribly, I
wish I could be with you now, but I got to do my duty. Sherman says we are going to match on Atlanta soon, or so I hear, so
hopefully the War will end so I can be with you again. Give my best to all. I love you, Austin. P.S. can you please send me some socks
and a shirt mine has done plum worn out." - Pvt. Austin Mannheim 51st PVV

UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER 22 - DIXIE & LEE'S WEDDING - 4:30PM - OLD CLINTON
OCTOBER 20-22 & 27-29 - SPIRITS IN OCTOBER - MACON, GA (POC - Austin Mannheim 478-550-1040)
NOVEMBER 5-6 - BATTLES @ IRWINVILLE, GA
(POC is Lee Murdock 478- 986-5290)
NOVEMBER 18-20 - RAID ON THE SUWANNEE RIVER - LIVE OAK, FLORIDA (POC is Lee Murdock 478- 986-5290)
NOVEMBER 19 - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL SERVICE (POC is Duke or Miz Brenda) GPS: 32°52′ 00″N 83°28′ 10″W
NO VEMBER 19-20 - "Burning of Clinton"
(POC is J.C. Nobles 478- 718-3201)
JANUARY 2012 - WINTER MUSTER IN SCOTT, GA - This will be a one day, by host invitation ONLY, drill. The exact date will soon be
announced and a proposed NCO School will be incorporated in this or re-scheduled. This event is always a time of great food and fellowship
with friends (hopefully including General & Mrs. Herbert Burns) and likely a skirmish and a memorial service. Bring both uniforms.
ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCED: Jessie Banks & Joel Whitehead announced their engagement shortly after the Andersonville event.

ANDERSONVILLE 2011 -It had been a while since we had taken part in back to back re-enactments - back in the 90's we did it most
every Fall. One convoy met for breakfast on Friday morning of and there were more of us around that one table than we used t o put on the
field all weekend not so many years back. Our numbers are up, we are getting good recruits and we thank God - no one else! We arrived
about mid-morning, found the Captain (he had come Thursday night). Some camped near the creek but most were on the hill. With camp
soon set, we roamed what few sutlers were there and made final preparations as a chilly night set in. More arrived during the early evening
and night. At morning formation we reported twenty-three and had most everyone in the parade. Battle time soon came and we descended
the hill as Federal forces, in two squads, holding the extreme left. The first squad, on the right, ran into a mess o' yellow jackets and 1st
Corporal Nathan Sprague and Private Kellie Banks were stung. Night brought cool temps back and a good supper. The usual band played
down the hill, some went to see them, others enjoyed time around the campfires, just talking, laughing, enjoying the fellowship of who and
what we are. With the dawn brought the last day and the mixed emotions of needing to get back home but the sad realization t hat the
weekend is far spent. We came down the hill again this day, assaulting but since we were dressed in our Confederate best, no yellow jackets
dared attack. Through the mud the unit charged, as the 16th had done for more than two decades in that place. The day was c arried, we
headed home for needed rest but happy with how the first half of the Fall campaign had gone. Next stops are Griswoldville and Irwinville.
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JACKSON COUNTY CONFEDERATE STATUE

JEFFERSON, GEORGIA - The Square in downtown Jefferson filled with an audience Saturday, October 1, 2011,

that came to witness the unveiling of Jefferson’s new Civil War icon, a bronze likeness of a Johnny Reb
infantryman from Jackson County. The original was accidentally torn down 71 years ago in 1940.Jackson County
Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp 94 members launched the funding campaign that raised the money for the
statue according to Chapter Commander Steve Satterfield.“We just felt like the statue was the best thing we could
give to the city and to honor the men who served,” Satterfield said. “We just wanted our statue back.”According to
Satterfield the new bronze image, standing 5’ 8” tall on its concrete pedestal, resembles the original. Pieces of
that original were on display in the Crawford Long Museum. Authentic details on the statue, made in Marietta,
came from Civil War re-enactors including the uniform buttons, the belt buckle and the soldier’s rifle. Several of
those re-enactors were present for the ceremony, providing the color guard and the honor guard firing musket
salutes. Members from Company ‘F’, 43rd Georgia from Hall County, the 18th Georgia from Jackson County, the
63rd Georgia, and SCV Camp 96 Honor Guard participated. Featured speaker Christopher Sullivan from
Greenville, South Carolina said his Confederate ancestor was from Jackson County.“We’ve got a lot to be proud
of,” Sullivan said. “It’s important to remember our history and the men who served, and perpetuate their
values.”Satterfield said the statue had the full support of the city and county and is actually part of Jefferson’s
Streetscape project.“They redid the whole downtown,” Satterfield said. “They created green space, they redid the
parking lots and the sidewalks and they’re trying to get the businesses to come back to downtown Jefferson.”
Jefferson’s new bronze Johnny Reb might even pick up a nickname, like Gainesville’s ‘Old Joe’ guarding the
downtown square for just over a 100 years.“We haven’t quite got one yet but we’re thinking of a few."
EDITOR'S NOTE: JACKSON COUNTY, GEORGIA IS, OF COURSE, WHERE CO. G, OF THE 16TH GA, "THE JACKSON
RIFLES" AND ALSO CO. C, THE "JACKSON COUNTY VOLUNTEERS" OF THE 18TH GA ORIGINATED.
WISH WE COULD HAVE BEEN THERE.

16TH GA Co. G. “Jackson Rifles”
Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796
1st Corp. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748
2nd Corp. Alan Richards – 478-308-9739
3rd Corp. / Adj. John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531
waynedobson51@yahoo.com / waynedobson@cox.net / johnwaynedobson@hotmail.com
Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958
Assistant Chaplain –Charles Hill – 770-845-6878
Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840
Musician Cody Sprague – 478-320-8748
(Copies of the current roster are always available upon request by e-mail or regular mail)
NEARLY 1,145 FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK: "JACKSON RIFLES" - MORE ENEMIES AS WELL
All 2011 issues of the Howling Dawg can be viewed at the Lt. James T. Woodward
Website (scvcamp1399.org), thanks to the gracious efforts of Steve Scroggins.
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Spirits in October, 2011 - "Looking Back so that We Can Continue to Move Forward"

A Scene From Last Year's Event
Photo credit: Maryann Bates 2010
The breastwork constructed on a ridge overlooking the Ocmulgee as a point of lookout and defense in 1864 never saw any action . Union
General Stoneman was turned back before he got to this side of the river and Sherman diverted his army towards the capital at
th
Milledgeville after coming south from Atlanta. However, thanks to the 16 Georgia Regiment, the fort will be home to a Confederate
encampment during Spirits in October so that hundreds of visitors can learn about military life during the War Between the States. Austin
Mannheim, together with Joel, Charles and Matthew Whitehead and Wayne Dobson…others, have planned a living history presentation at
which groups of 15 visitors will be oriented to camp life as though they were new recruits. The plan for the encampment inclu des two
shebangs, one wall tent and one lean-to, with six to eight soldiers going about their business. Leslie Mannheim, Brenda Dobson, Earl and
Beth Colvin will also participate. As the visitors approach the earthwork, they will be halted by a sentry. The tour guide f or each group will
act the part of a soldier bringing new recruits “from the county of Bibb.” While the sentry reports to the commanding officer about their
arrival, the recruits will interact with a soldier cleaning his rifle, one cooking skilly-gallee, and hear a lonesome soldier read aloud the letter
he is writing to his sweetheart (he asks them to check his spelling because she’ a school m'arm and he wants to impress her. Another
soldier will be playing music. When the sentry returns, he relays the commanding officer’s orders that the recruits are to r eport to the
garrison at Fort Hawkins because they have reported for duty without gear. The group of visitors departs and others will follow-thirteen
groups each night, at fifteen minute intervals. The re-enactors will be scheduled to work in shifts over six nights. Riverside Cemetery
initiated Spirits in October in 2008 to bring to life the stories of people buried in the cemetery. Costumed actors stand at graveside to
portray the people who forged life in Middle Georgia. Many of these are from surrounding county and many lived and fought du ring the
War. These include Sam Griswold, grandson of the founder of Griswoldville; Colonel Isaac Hardeman, who was spared by Divine Providence
when struck in the chest with a minie ball at Gettysburg; Ellen Griswold Smith Hardeman, editress of The Jones County Headlig ht. In
commemoration of the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War, this year we are focusing exclusively on stories from the Civil War e ra. Visitors will
happen upon Ellen and William Craft at the beginning of their bold escape from slavery in Macon in 1847. They will meet Wesley DeHaven,
a Union soldier from Wisconsin who built a life in Macon after the war and, according to his obituary, was attached to the R. A. Smith Camp
of Confederate Veterans where he was “loved and esteemed by all.” They will hear Lucia Griswold Hardeman tell how she marched on
Sherman to plead for the release of her captured bridegroom. Spirits in October takes place 6:00-10:00 P.M., Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
Oct. 20, 21, 22 and Oct 27, 28, 29. $20 adults; $15 seniors and military; $10 students. $25 purchases a ticket and a one-year membership to
Historic Riverside Cemetery Conservancy. A limited amount of vehicular assistance is available. Tickets will be available on line at
www.riversidecemeteryconservancy.com or by calling 478-742-5328.
- Suzanne Marie Doonan, Managing Director, Historic Riverside Cemetery Conservancy

Miraculously Real
My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law. Psalm 119:109

Your job may be unpleasant and difficult, but you would not want to trade places with Staff Sergeant Alan Magee. He was a gun ner on a B17 bomber which was prophetically named “Snap! Crackle! Pop!” On January 3, 1943, his plane was hit over France during a bombing
mission. At 22,000 feet, the plane exploded, and Sgt. Magee was thrown out. Unfortunately, he did not have a parachute, but incredibly, he
crashed through the glass roof of a railroad station and survived without any permanent injury - an amazing miracle. What was Sgt. Magee
thinking on the way down? He asked God to save his life. "I don't wish to die because I know nothing of life," the young air man prayed. Sgt.
Magee probably did not expect a risk-free life when he joined the Army Air Force during World War II. Likewise, when you commit your way
to the Lord, you are sure to be attacked . Yet this may be your opportunity to be a spiritual hero to those around you - even to your nation through your faithful prayers. Ask God to make Himself miraculously real today, even in the flak and the fire, to your neighbors and your
leaders in Washington. For additional reading : II Samuel 22:2-7; 17-22
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MORE OF ANDERSONVILLE 2011

Photos By: Brenda Dobson

BOOK REVIEW
I Will Give Them One More Shot: Ramsey's 1st Regiment Georgia Volunteers
By George Winston Martin
Beginning with the
tumultuous events leading to Georgia' s secession from The Union, I Will Give Them One More Shot follows the 1st Georgia Volunteer
Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel James N. Ramsey, as it travels from its formation at Macon, Georgia, to Pensacola, Ri chmond,
Western (now West) Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley. Ramsey's Regiment meets with success in a minor skirmish in the Allegheny
Mountains at Laurel Hill, but is involved in rear guard fights at Kaler's Ford and Corrick's Ford, during which six companies are cut off from
the Army and become lost in the Alleghenies, starving to the point of contemplating cannibalism. $45 at the Cannonball House, Macon, GA
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RAGGED CONFEDERATES ?
"...In books written since the war, it seems to be the thing to represent the Confederate soldier as
being in a chronic state of starvation and nakedness. During the last year of the War this was partially
true, but previous to that time it was not any more than falls to the lot of all soldiers in an active
campaign. Thriftless men would get barefooted and ragged and waste their rations to some extent
anywhere, and thriftlessness is found in armies as well as at home. When the men came to houses, the
tale of starvation, often told, was the surest way to succeed in foraging... "
A close look at contemporary Confederate records, including those for the blackest period of the
War, reveal some startling statistics. For example, during the last six months of 1864 and including to
January 31 1865, the Army of Northern Virginia alone was issued the following:
104,199 Jackets
140,570 Pairs of Trousers
167,862 Pairs of Shoes
157,727 Cotton Shirts
170,139 Pairs of Drawers
146,136 Pairs of Shoes
74,851 Blankets
27,011 Hats and Caps
21,063 Flannel Shirts
4,861 Overcoats
These were field issues only, and did not include issues to men on furlough, detailed at posts,
paroled and exchanged prisoners or any other issues. Moreover, these were overwhelmingly central
government issues, and did not include issues by any states except part of North Carolina's. During
this same period, Georgia provided to the Confederate Army as a whole, over and above the figures
quoted above:
26,795 Jackets
28,808 Pairs of Trousers
37,657 Pairs of Shoes
24,952 Shirts
24,168 Pairs of Drawers
23,024 Pairs of Socks
7,504 Blankets
At this same time, field returns showed the Army of Northern Virginia with a maximum strength of
66,533, including 4,297 officers. Obviously, because of personnel turnover, the actual number of
people in the Army was somewhat greater; but at the same time it is obvious that with the exception
of overcoats, hats and caps, and flannel shirts, many of which had already been provided, the Army of
Northern Virginia was not only well supplied, but in some cases extravagantly so.
Moreover, while the statistics quoted above are from the records of the Quartermaster General,
there is evidence that at troop unit level, the material was being received and there was a perception
of abundant supplies. On October 3, 1864, a board of officers was convened in Corse's Brigade,
Pickett's Division, to examine a lot of 226 jean jackets to determine whether they were fit for issue. If
unfit, the jackets would have been condemned and more requisitioned. This quantity would have
outfitted nearly a fourth of the Brigade, and is highly doubtful that experienced officers would have
even considered condemnation of such a large amount of clothing had it been difficult to obtain.
Obviously, it wasn't. This same Brigade announced in February 1865 that officers could buy shoes
from the brigade quartermaster ... the immediate wants of the troops ...being supplied..." As a
concluding comparison, there is a well-circulated image of a very ragged Federal color guard at
Jonesboro and Shelby Foote's 3rd narrative (page 644) describes "ragged and barefooted Union
troops poking around for valuables buried in Southern yards on the March to the Sea."
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STONE MOUNTAIN

ONE FELLOW TOOK GREAT EXCEPTION TO GEORGIA PUBLIC TV's RECENT DISTORTION OF THE HISTORY
OF THE CARVING ON STONE MOUNTAIN. I DID TOO:
As a person whose relatives (Minceys) were displaced by Stone Mountain Confederate Memorial
Park, I have had a lifelong interest in that which is Georgia's largest tourist attraction and world
famous bas relief Carving. I doubt you can imagine my displeasure with the whole thrust of your error
filled political rant, I mean daily entry, but allow me to just take one paragraph that really grabbed my
attention and is still agitating me:
"Sculptor Augustus Lukeman took over, blasted away the original work, and carved until money ran
out in 1928. For 36 years, nothing happened. Then in 1954, the Supreme Court's landmark decision in
Brown v. Board of Education ruling segregated schools unconstitutional galvanized the white South.
The Confederate memorial became a potent symbol of defiance and white supremacy."
Now sir, other than your personal biased opinion, I request you provide actual documented proof of
your slanderous accusations. I for one do not believe a word of it and I offer as my proof the
following, taken from the actual historical records of the Ga. General Assembly:
1952 -- HR 250-9286 (pp 1250,1331,1689,1815,1828) To Propose and urge the creation of a
Confederate Memorial Park at Stone Mountain.
Adopted 11Feb.1952 1955 -- HR 35 (pp114,134,759) A resolution urging the Governor to purchase
Stone Mountain because, "the incomplete and unsightly condition of the Stone Mountain Memorial
has long weighed upon the pride and civic conscience of all Georgians." and the acquisition of Stone
Mountain by the State would insure, "a lasting Memorial."
Adopted 18Jan.1955. 1957 -- HR 234 (pp1100,1179) A resolution to commend the formation of the
Stone Mountain Confederate Memorial Association and encourage them (it) to finish the monument.
Adopted 22Feb.1957 Also FYI, if it is a 'white supremacist' you seek, it was Gutzon Borglum who was a
member of the KKK, but none of his work is seen at Stone Mountain, the Klansman's work is
celebrated daily - known as Mount Rushmore.
I await your proof as respectfully requested. My mailing address is in, Carrollton, Ga. During the wait,
please post BOTH an apology and correction. For all future 'daily posts' I advise you to leave out any
personal hate and bias and just do your job - report on history as it happened.
Thank you and God Bless ,

Billy Bearden
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Sons of Confederate Veterans Warner Robins - Salutes Veterans at Annual Cookout in Dublin
BY ALLINE KENT

Ricky & Alan were among other 16th GA members here

The Sons of Confederate Veterans take the veterans part of their name very seriously. Last Saturday marked the 8th annual
SCV Salutes American Veterans event held at the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center in Dublin. SCV members from around
Georgia join together at the VA hospital on the third Saturday of September every year to host the day-long event that was
the original idea of Russ Huffman, a member of the Lt. James T. Woodward Camp, the SCV chapter located in Warner Robins.
“Part of the charge of the SCV is to honor veterans. I just thought that this would be a good way to uphold that charge,“
explained Huffman. SCV members and other volunteers provided live music, goodie bags, door prizes and a chicken dinner
meal that is cooked on site for about 250 patients and family members at the hospital. This year included a motorcycle show
contest by the Moose Riders from the Moose Club in Warner Robins; residents judged the motorcycles. The tables then turn
as the residents participate in a wheelchair race in both powered and hand-operated wheelchairs. While the weather this
past weekend was noticeably cooler, many years the third weekend of September has had 95-plus degree heat. But that has
never dampened the volunteers’ effort or the residents’ participation. “They just love the music,” Huffman said. “I have seen
it in the upper 90s and they will just sit out there and listen to the music all day.” Along with the food and the music, another
highlight of the day is the goodie bags that are given to each resident that include raffle tickets inside. “We draw for all kinds
of things,” Huffman said. “There is a pond down there so they especially like fishing equipment. The wheelchair patients like
throws. Bird houses, bird feeders that kind of thing. We also bring games, books, magazines as well.” “The residents always
come up and thank us,” Huffman said. “They really look forward to the day and they make a big deal about us coming, which
for me is a pretty sad after all they have done for us.” “It was just an amazing day,” said Cecelia Jones, Carl Vinson VA
Hospital supervisor of recreation therapy. “Many of our veterans came out early in the morning and stayed all day.” Jones
said that the veterans really look forward to the SCV cookout, one of the hospitals major events of the year, because of
many things, but one in particular makes it stand out. “They bring the band, “Jones said. “The residents are always
commenting on the band and how good the music is.” Jones said that some of the veterans, because of dietary restrictions,
couldn’t participate in the cookout. “But they still came out, “Jones explained. “For them it is about being about the
volunteers, the socialization.”
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mrs. Kent is the mother of Scott Kent and daughter of Ed Lusk, 16th Georgia, Co. G.
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Redoubt at Riverside Cemetery, Macon, Ga.
by Philip Shiman, Ph.D.

Riverside Cemetery, in Macon, Ga., possesses a Civil War-era earthwork fortification on its grounds.
It is in fair condition, with graves dug up to and even into the structure itself. It is difficult to say how
much damage was done to the earthwork, though care seems to have been taken to ensure that the
basic structure remained intact. Trees growing out of the parapet (wall)are helping to stabilize it but
there is considerable ongoing erosion in places due to the scarcity of grass or other cover. The
cemetery shows considerable interest in preserving this fortification and has recently put up an
interpretive sign there.

VIEW OF THE RIGHT FACE OF THE REDOUBT
The redoubt is part of the defenses of Macon built in the late summer and fall of 1864 in anticipation
of an attack by Sherman during his advance from Atlanta. These defenses consisted of a series of
infantry rifle pits and artillery batteries completely surrounding the city on both sides of the Ocmulgee
River. The defenses included at least 15 enclosed redoubts, apparently designed as artillery batteries
and capable of all-around defense. Seven of the enclosed batteries appear to have been incorporated
into the front-line defenses, including six placed side-by-side southwest of the city. The others were
placed behind the line, probably on commanding heights, providing distant fire and also serving as
reserve positions in the event an attacking force penetrated the front line. The redoubt located in
Riverside Cemetery has the same basic design of the other enclosed redoubts of the Macon defenses. It
took the form of a “lunette,” a fortification consisting of two faces and two flanks (see diagram). A
gorge line facing the rear enclosed the position, with a sally port to permit the movement of men &
guns. Normally the redoubt would have been surrounded by a ditch, which would have supplied the dirt
for the parapet and acted as an obstacle to an attack. In this case there is no sign of a ditch, although
the ground was disturbed by the digging of graves right up to the parapet both inside and outside of
the redoubt. It is possible that the earth for the redoubt was obtained by leveling off the crest of the
hill on which it was built, an idea supported by the fact that the ground level within the redoubt is
somewhat higher than that outside of it. The interior side of the parapet may have supported by some
sort of revetment, probably wooden planking. The exterior side of the parapet would certainly have
been left as bare earth without revetment, with a slope of 45 degrees. The redoubt appears to have
been designed for a standard battery of four guns that would have primarily fired from the left face,
although they probably could have fired from the flanks and even the gorge if necessary. The guns
would have fired en barbette, i.e. over the parapet (as opposed to firing through an embrasure cut
through the wall), a design that provided a wider field of fire but offered less protection to the gunners.
It looks as if the angle joining the left face and flank was so arranged to allow the left-most gun to
sweep around to the west with an especially wide field of fire. The parapet1 would have been about 3½
feet high, with a revetment of some sort (probably wooden planking) supporting the earth on the
inside; no revetment would have been used on the outside of the redoubt. Normally the guns would
have rested on platforms made with planks.
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The parapet of the right face is much higher than that of the left. It looks like it could have been
about seven feet high, too high for barbette gun positions. This may have been for extra protection
from Union guns that could conceivably have occupied the high ground to the northeast. The trees
would have been cleared for a few hundred yards around the redoubt, and farther to the northwest, to
provide a better view, open the field of fire for the guns, and deny shelter to approaching enemy
troops. The layout of the redoubt suggests that its purpose was to provide flanking fire in front of the
earthworks to the northwest and perhaps to cover Ocmulgee river crossings. It was not itself in serious
danger of being attacked, as it was protected by earthworks on either side of the Ocmulgee and by the
river itself. The only real danger was from the high ground across the river, hence the raised right face.

It is difficult to determine exactly when the Riverside Cemetery redoubt was constructed. Using
Richard W. Iobst’s account, Civil War Macon, we may be able to construct a possible timeline. Iobst
suggests that Macon underwent two main rounds of fort-building, one beginning in August 1864 and
the second during the fall. The enclosed lunettes, including the Riverside Cemetery redoubt, were likely
built during the first round. Lemuel P. Grant, at that time the engineer at Macon, had built the original
defenses of Atlanta in 1863, and there he had relied heavily on enclosed hilltop redoubts. His plan for
Macon probably relied similarly on strategically located detached redoubts. Such a minimalist approach
would have been appropriate for deterring cavalry raids, the main danger that summer. It may have
also been necessary given the scarcity of labor. Slaves were impressed locally for the work, but
Atlanta, which was then under siege by Sherman, had first priority. Grant’s use of a standardized
lunette design demonstrates his lack of battle experience: At this stage of the war an experienced
combat engineer would not have bothered to use such a formal design. After Atlanta fell and Sherman
began preparing for a campaign in central Georgia, the Confederates probably realized that the
redoubts alone were no longer sufficient. Therefore they built rifle pits for infantry and additional
batteries, the latter placed on the front lines where they would better suit support the rifle pits. They
also built an advanced line of earthworks along the Macon & Western Railroad several miles to the
west of the city’s main defenses. Slaves and no doubt the militia and convalescents performed the
heavy work of construction. General Howell Cobb, Jr., commander of the District of Georgia, may have
taken personal charge of the work. Cobb was a combat veteran; so was the militia, which had taken
part in the siege of Atlanta and no doubt gained extensive experience in the location and construction
of field entrenchments. It is unclear if any guns were actually deployed in the Riverside Cemetery
redoubt. When Sherman began his campaign Macon was defended by four battalions of artillery
detached from the Army of Tennessee, comprising 11 veteran batteries with 39 guns. However, most of
the artillerymen fought on foot as infantry because of a lack of horses to pull the guns. The mobile guns
saw action at Walnut Creek on November 20. It is very unlikely that a secondary position like the
redoubt at Riverside Cemetery was ever occupied by either men or guns.
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