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Part of the 16th Geo. Convoy - Friday, February 18 … 

 

     It is one of the best feelings in my world - the freedom, the excitement of an early 

morning trip to a re-enactment with a bunch of your best friends. After twenty plus 

years, I have not lost the thirst for that thrill. I may not show it, outwardly, often I just 

sit quietly savoring the moment, but inside I know just how much I love this way of life 

Re-enactors are, of all people, some of the most blessed … 



Friday - 18th - 8:30am - Everyone was talking about the weather (the wet and cold of 

last year and the promise of sunshine this year) as we met at Ricky Smith's to convoy 

to Olustee. We were soon on the road in about six packed vehicles around 9am and 

about an hour later met Alan Richards in Ashburn for some breakfast before resuming 

our line of march.  Several stops were made - once at the Florida welcome center then, 

again not far from Lake City to top off our tanks, get more ice and other final supplies.  

The arrival of our convoy (consisting of The Whitehead family; Bruce, Mary, Joel, 

Charles and Matthew, Katie Mulikin, Ricky and Beverly Smith and Ben Morris,  Rodney 

Morgan, Austin and Leslie Mannheim, Thomas Patton, Brenda Dobson, Wayne Dobson, 

Jessie and Kellie Banks and Alan Richards) came in the early afternoon. Nathan and 

Noah Sprague were already there (having arrived Thursday night) with Nathan's family 

of Shanda, Cody and Savannah.  Gary and Sheri Banks got there about the same time as 

the convoy and J.C. Nobles with his daughter Camille Stearns and grandchildren, Ethan 

and Elena filled in the ranks. So good to have Ty Burnsed with us … so very good. Earl 

and Beth Colvin had come in earlier in the day and joined us on site.  The Capt. and 1st 

Sergeant were not able to make it but the group on hand represented most of our 

active unit.  There may be a number of names on this list that are a bit unfamiliar to 

long-time observers of the 16th Georgia but they are as fine and dedicated a group as 

we have ever had.  Eager, they are, to carry on the legacy.  Kevin Sark was not able to 

join us until after dark on Saturday, but he was sure an anticipated and welcome site.  

Saturday - 19th - Morning came early and we were off to the usual colors and bus ride 

to the parade. Personally, I found the parade a little dull this year because Ricky was 

not given his latitude to fellowship with the crowd. Back to camp around noon, the 

warming day was one that brought and afternoon battle for some and an extended trip 

to the sutlers for others. Around 5:00pm we had the annual memorial service at the 

Olustee monument. What a debt of gratitude we owe Ricky Smith for initiating and 

perpetuating this beautiful service.  This year, unlike most years past, we had a song, 

"Wearing of the Gray" splendidly sung by Jessie Banks Thanks to all who came. Back in 

camp and after a fine supper (fed a group of about 35) we had a unit meeting and the 

details are published in this newsletter.  By then it was time for the ball and a good 

many went to it.  The 16th does not do the nighttime skits anymore. We were once 

notorious for such actions but interest seems to have waned. 

Sunday - 20th - Blues set in with the dawn as we faced our final day here. A re-

enactment is often a dream world of the way you imagine life can be all those dreary 

days at work. After an extended colors ceremony which honored the late General Ray 

Giron, Chaplains Roger and Joey were faithfully holding services. All over the area you 

could smell breakfast cooking.  Some began packing up, making last minute runs to the 

sutlers and getting gear ready for battle.    We ran over our skirmish drill assignments 

in camp and moved out after 12 noon. The long wait in formation came but finally we 

were on the march - what a sight! One of my favorite parts of Olustee is the long 

column that marches to battle. Lots of Confederates there this year.  We waited in the 

palmettos and pines until our call came and by twos we marched on to the battlefield 

as skirmishers and deployed. There is a hush at that magic moment as you stand on 

that vast field looking for Yankee blue. Soon  the Calvary appeared and sparred with us 

until we fell back to report. One by one, units filed on to the field to take their place in 

line and surge forward. We pressed the aggressor until they departed into the tree line.  

A general formation was made and a final salute fired in honor of General Giron. I 

could not help but think of our late friend, Ron Roberts, who stood on this field a short 

time ago after his final battle. I always wonder if this is my last Olustee.  Back to camp 

and to the arduous duty of packing up, Crowded as we were, however, we soon had 

everything on board and were on the road. Stopped north of Valdosta for something to 

eat and got in near 10pm. It was the 147th anniversary of Olustee on February 20th 

(the exact date of the battle) and one of the best.  On to Manassas, Georgia next month 

about this same time. 
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SCENES OF OLUSTEE 2011 
By Leslie Mannheim 
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                                                                                                                                This Photo by: Joel Whitehead 

 
The fellowship found in re-enacting is hardly matched anywhere else … 
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MORE SCENES OF OLUSTEE 2011 
By Brenda Dobson (and others) 

                       

 

 
               Beverly Smith took this picture of                                   Val Elliott  is shown  at  a  February  5 exhibit  of  her  
               Brenda, Amelia & Jessie @ Olustee                                      historical art, hosted by The Cannonball House 
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 RECAP OF UNIT MEETING AT OLUSTEE 2011 

 

1.   SHOULD WE RE-ADOPT THE 1993 VERSION OF THE UNIT BYLAWS, OR ANOTHER VERSION? 

The unit decided to adopt the 1993 set of bylaws, which is essentially the one which was in place and in use 

in the 1980's. It contains an amendment concerning the one-year probation period for new members. It was 

decided to drop the former historical member qualification of "white male". 

2.   SHOULD WE REQUIRE A LETTER OF INTENT FOR THOSE ALREADY HOLDING AN OFFICE? 

It was decided by unit vote that those currently holding rank or office in the 16th Georgia would be required 

to submit a letter of intent in order to be a candidate for re-election to that position. 

3.  SHOULD CANDIDATES HAVE THE OPTION TO QUALIFY BY LETTERS OR NOMINATIONS? 

Feeling that these methods of qualification basically oppose each other, the unit voted to use a letter of 

intent, only, as a means of becoming a candidate for election. Floor nominations will be used on election day, 

only, if no one has qualified for an open position by a prior letter of intent. 

4.  WILL WE USE PRIVATE, WRITTEN BALLOTS FOR MOST VOTES?  

The unit specified that all votes which involve rank or position within the 16th Georgia will be done by way 

of private, written ballots.  This means could be also used for other votes. 

5.  BREVETS - 3RD / 4TH CORP.  

The positions of 3rd and 4th Corporal will continue to be brevetted (appointed, non-elected) by the current 

Commanding officer and will serve at his pleasure. 

6.  SHOULD THE LT. POSITION BE ELECTED OR BE APPOINTED. 

Feeling that unit size does, now, warrant both the positions of Captain and 1st Lieutenant, the 16th Georgia 

decided that both positions would be filled by unit vote, with the next election. 

7.  PROPSECTS / PROBLEMS FOR NEWSLETTER 

This was a non-voting discussion of potential publication problems that might be encountered this year. It 

resulted in Treasurer Ricky Smith stating that the entire yearly reimbursement for newsletter publication 

costs would be, henceforth, be paid once, annually. 

8.  POWDER / CAP SUPPLY 

As our current means and methods of supplying powder for the unit seems to be working adequately, no 

change was made. No suitable supplier of caps, yet. 

9.  UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

There was a re-affirmation that Old Clinton War Days is our near focus and maximum support is expected. 

We voted since the Nash Farm event is set for late September that we would support it and make no plans to 

go to Tunnel Hill.  

 10.   UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTS  - SHILOH , GETTYSBURG, ETC. 

There is a big push by the Georgia Battalion to attend the 150th Anniversary Battle of 1st Manassas (VA) in 

July 2011, to portray the 7th and 8th Georgia. Although most all would like to go, this seems beyond most 

everyone's means at this point. The 16th Georgia is interested in attending the 150th anniversary battles of 

Shiloh and Gettysburg.  

11.  MEDICAL OFFICER IMPRESSION - The unit voted it's approval for Austin Mannheim to assume the 

historical impression of the unit's medical officer. We emphasize that the 16th GA has no authority, nor 

inclination to certify actual medical skills or actions of anyone, other than of a purely historical impression,  

and in this vote does not do so. 

(Note: J.C. Nobles voted "NO" on all proposals presented) 

***** 

Black History Moment: Free Colored Slaveowners 

 

     “There were black masters in every State where slavery existed (including the North), many black 

Americans of the antebellum period believed that slavery was a viable economic system. In Louisiana, 

Maryland, South Carolina and Virginia, free blacks owned more than 10,000 slaves, according to the Federal 

census of 1850. Many of the black masters in the Lower South were large planters who owned scores of 

slaves and planted large quantities of cotton, rice, and sugar cane. In 1860, for example, Auguste Donatto, a 

free colored planter of St. Landry Parish in Louisiana, owned 70 slaves who worked 500 acres of land and 

produced 100 bales of cotton. About 600 miles to the east…in the county of Sumter, South Carolina, William 

Ellison, a free colored planter,  used the labor of 70 slaves to cultivate 100 bales of cotton in 1861. In the 

same State, Robert Michael Collins and Margaret Mitchell Harris used their slaves to till the soil of Santee 

Plantation and grew 240,000 pounds of rice in 1849.  In 1860, Madame Ciprien Ricard and her son Pierre 

Ricard, free mulattoes of Ibeville Parish, owned 168 slaves. The joint operation of mother and son used the 

labor of slaves to produce 515 hogsheads of sugar in 1859.  Not all of the black masters were planters, nor 

were they all from the South. In 1830 the city of New York had eight black slave owners who owned 17 

slaves. The institution of black slave owning was widespread, stretching as far north as New York and as far 

south as Florida, extending westward into Kentucky, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Missouri.   

Where did these free black masters come from? Many…were former slaves…emancipated for meritorious 

military duty, faithful service, saving a life, and other such reasons. Many of the colored slave owners 

inherited slaves from black relatives as well as white kinsfolk.  A few black masters owned slaves in West 

Africa and transported their slaves to the New World.”  (Black Slave Owners, Free Black Slave Masters in 

South Carolina, 1790-1860, Larry Koger, USC Press, 1985, pp. 1-2) 
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UNIT ELECTIONS 

The officers of the 16th Georgia have announced that elections for the positions of 1st 

Sgt., 1st Corp. & 2nd Corp. will be held during the 2011 Old Clinton War Days event by 

the means of individual, written ballots.  Those wishing to qualify for the ballot must 

have a letter of intent on file with the Adjutant by midnight of April 1, 2011.  

Nominations WILL NOT be taken from the floor on election day, unless no one has 

applied for that position by way of letter of intent, as decided by the unit at Olustee 

2011. We currently have letters of intent for all positions that will be voted on at 

Clinton 2011.  Questions can be directed to Capt. Bradberry or  Lt. Sprague. So far we 

have received letters of intent from Kevin Sark for 1st Sgt., Nathan Sprague 1st Corp., 

Alan Richards 2nd Corp. & Matthew Whitehead for 2nd Corp. 

16TH GA    Co. G.   “Jackson Rifles” 

Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213 

1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 

1st Sgt.. James “Cowpattie” Cleveland – 678-972-2368 

1st Corp. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 

2nd Corp. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796 

3rd Corp. / Adj. John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531 

waynedobson51@yahoo.com  or  waynedobson@cox.net 

4th Corp. (Brevet)  Alan Richards – 478-308-9739 

Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958 

Assistant Chaplain –Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 

Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith  – 478-956-2840 

Musician Cody Sprague – 478-320-8748 

(copies of the 2011 roster are now available upon request by e-mail or regular mail) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MARCH 18-20, 2011 -BATTLES @ MANASSAS, GA. POC is Tommy Wallace @ 912-557-6649. 

MARCH 26, 2011 - WORK DAY IN CLINTON 

APRIL 2, 2011 - OLD FASHIONED FAIR AT RIDDLEVILLE, GA 

APRIL 9, 2011 - WORK DAY IN CLINTON (alternate day in case of bad weather - April 23) 

APRIL 16, 2011 - CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY - attend where you choose. 

APRIL 30 - MAY 1, 2011 - CLINTON WAR DAYS (all 16th GA members be there as early as possible) 

May 28 MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR FALLEN RE-ENACTORS @ ERVIN GARNTO'S NEAR SCOTT, GA 478-290-6945 

SEPTEMBER 23-25, 2011 - NASH FARM  

OCTOBER 1-2, 2011 - ANDERSONVILLE, GA  

NOVEMBER 19, 2011 - GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL SERVICE 

SUMMER DRILL 

Although it was not part of the Olustee meeting, the subject of a Summer Drill was 

discussed. Earl Colvin has graciously offered his very suitable property in Jones 

County, GA for this purpose. The proposed date is for the entire weekend of July 15-17 

(or less, depending on what is decided). We need to confirm this no later than a 

meeting at Clinton, but we would appreciate hearing from as many of you as possible 

before that date so we can get an idea if this plan is workable.  Let me know. Duke  

ELECTRIC NEWSLETTER 

Beginning with this issue, the "Howling Dawg" will be available on line.  This issue has 

been sent to everyone I had an email address for. All others got a printed copy as 

before.  I need to hear from everyone on this, specifically: 

DO YOU WANT AN E-MAIL COPY ONLY 

DO YOU WANT A PRINTED COPY ONLY 

DO YOU WANT BOTH 
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ASKING TO DIE 
"…Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 

much fruit. - John 12:24 
     In our historic studies, we often read of people dying for their  Country. In another era General George Patton 
said something to the effect that you do not win wars by dying for your Country - you win by making someone 
else die for theirs.  People try to prepare to die. Some are just resigned to the fact. I knew a man with terminal 
lung cancer who said "maybe I will be some good in the next world because I am not much use in this one." 
Some even ask to die and the Bible has some examples. Over in the book of I Kings about the 17th Chapter we 
read about the Elijah who has been on a long journey and is about to starve. He comes to the tent of a widow 
and asks if she can spare a meal. She says she has only enough food to feed herself and her son, then they are 
going to lay down and die. She accepted death. A little further over in I Kings 19, we see ol' Elijah again and he is 
so worn out he is sitting under a juniper tree telling God he has had it.  He says "It is enough; now, O LORD, take 
away my life; for I am not better than my fathers." And there is Jonah who caught the whale.  He is real down on 
himself and uses almost the same words that Elijah had used as he told God, "I beseech thee,  take my life from 
me; for it is better for me to die than to live." He was begging God to kill him. Have you ever been that low? In 
each instance, God did not kill anyone. In fact, the widow and her son had more to eat than they knew what to 
do with, Elijah got his meal, and later on he got up from that juniper tree and went on to be of great service to 
God - so did Jonah.  Maybe, just maybe, these folk were not ready to live until they got ready to die. You are not 
either.  The Bible says, "it is appointed unto man once to die." (Hebrews 9:27)  That is a n appointment we will 
surely keep so we must figure out a way to be ready for it. God has made a way. He sent Jesus to die in our place 
of the cross so we could live forever. I John 5:12 says, he that hath the Son of God hath life and he that hath not 
the Son of God has no life - either you have it or you don't.  God has made a way for you - the only way. If you 
neglect it, there is no other option. Being prepared to die, to meet your Maker, is as simple as a brief, sincere 
prayer; something like this: 

 
God, I believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son, and He came to earth and died in my place on a cross to take away 

all of my sins. and the sins of this world. I believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day to give all 
of us eternal life. I now confess to You all of the wrong and sinful things that I have ever done in my life. I ask 

that You please forgive me of all of my sins. I accept You as my personal Lord and Savior, asking that You come 
into my life and live with me for all of eternity. I now believe that I am truly saved and born again.  

 
That prayer will do it. You will be ready to live because you are prepared to die. 
 

***** 

                                                                                       
In memory of General Ray Giron who had so much to do with historical re-enacting and particularly the Battle of 

Olustee re-enactment.  He passed on right before this year's battle. We owe you, sir, we salute you. 
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