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DID THE WAR REALLY END? 

 
"THE FINAL SALUTE" - Don Troiani 

 

     ''Boys, I have done the best I could for you. Go home now. And if you 
make as good citizens as you have soldiers, you will do well…'' With those 

parting words General Robert E. Lee sent his remaining men to their homes 
with the clear encouragement to become good Americans.  Some accounts 

testify that he later repented of an Appomattox surrender that he had once 
deemed necessary to avoid a useless effusion of blood. “Governor," Lee 
reportedly confided to Fletcher Stockdale of Texas in August of 1870, "if I 

had foreseen the use those people designed to make of their victory, there 
would have been no surrender at Appomattox Courthouse; no sir, not by 

me. Had I foreseen these results of subjugation, I would have preferred to 
die at Appomattox with my brave men, my sword in this right hand.”  
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     When did the War end - at Appomattox, or at Greensboro; with the surrender of  

Stand Waite or John Mosby - has it ever really ended?  To me it was, absolutely, a 

War fought to stem the tide of Federal intrusion into our lives.  If that premise is 

accepted as true then the conflict does, indeed, go on and time has not turned the 

tide in our favor. As late as 1949, in an address at Harvard, Ralph Ellison said that 

the War “is still in the balance, and only our enchantment by the spell of the 

possible, our endless optimism, has led us to assume that it ever really ended."           

     Yes, there was a cessation of major combat hostilities, in 1865. No more would 

we see 22,720 separated from the ranks as at Sharpsburg, the 45,515 killed, 

wounded and missing at Gettysburg nor the 8,587 casualties of Franklin. Lee’s 

surrender on April 9th was a defining moment but in many cases the War just 

gave out, as soldiers began to find their way home. Not until June 23, 1865 did 

Stand Watie, a Cherokee chief and a Confederate brigadier general, sign a cease-

fire agreement.  The Confederate raider Shenandoah sailed all the way to 

Liverpool, where its crew did not surrender until November 6.  Lincoln's 

assassination brought a definitive feeling that an era 

had ended, as surely as his election in November 1860 

had precipitated it. Afterwards on May 23 and 24, more 

than 150,000 soldiers marched down Pennsylvania 

Avenue in what was a political as well as a military 

statement.  The Union Army  NEVER completely 

disappeared but became a lobbying force for veterans, 

helping choose Lincoln’s successors for decades. On 

August 20, 1866, President Andrew Johnson 

proclaimed that the final pockets of resistance in Texas 

were “at an end.” We could call this the close of the 

War, except that a seemingly eternal conflict lies right 

below the surface. Jefferson Davis correctly predicted 

“…the contest is not over, the strife is not ended. It has only entered upon a new 

and enlarged arena.” Lie as they ALWAYS will, the North ALWAYS had the burden 

of putting the blame on the South because they invaded their own Country.  The 

inception of slavery was laid upon the South even though no records exist of 

southern slave ships. Slaves were held in the North as the property of Orientals, 

and virtually every ethnic division; bought by American Indians and black slaves 

were even held by other blacks - not to mention U.S. Grant's "good help;” 

fostering a legacy that would not be allowed to fade.  Too, the lingering presence 

of so many veterans was a new reality for Americans, and to some extent, they 

kept the War simmering for decades. Ted Widmer of Brown University wrote, "a 

recent Wall Street Journal article (2014) reported, an elderly North Carolina 

woman, Irene Triplett, collects $73.13 a month for her father’s pension. He served 

in both the Confederate (26th NC) and Union armies: His tombstone avoids that 

complexity by saying simply, 'He was a Civil War soldier'.”   

     Southern manhood always stood NOT in opposition to the man with the black 

skin but opposed to every unholy, invasive footstep of the man in the blue coat.  

The North stubbornly refused to forgive the South, the South never really accepted 

defeat and a new product, Coca-Cola, introduced by former Confederate John 

Pemberton, was just not sufficient diplomacy to quench the smoldering ashes of 

the conflict. This does not mean nor even imply that Southern patriots are waiting 

in the shadows to launch another assault. No, they laid down their arms and furled 

their flags like the Christian gentlemen they were … as descendants, we abide by 

that. Yet, they were, and we are, unbowed in the rightness of the Cause: Again, in  
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the words of Jefferson Davis, former President: “Nothing fills me with deeper 

sadness than to see a Southern man apologizing for the defense we made of our 

inheritance. Our Cause was so just, so sacred, that had I known all that has come 

to pass, had I known what was to be inflicted upon me, all that my Country was to 

suffer, all that our posterity was to endure, I would do it all over again.” 

     It was the North that insisted on a level of subjugation that rubbed Southern 

faces in the ashes of defeat. In 1970 the NAACP dutifully served the man in the 

blue suit again, by vowing to remove every vestige of the Confederacy from the 

face of the earth. Why? We do not seek to do that to them nor anyone - never did. 

Is there yet a fear of the Rebel Yell?  WHY CAN WE NOT HAVE AND CELELBRATE 

OUR HERITAGE OPENLY - EVERY OTHER CULTURE ELSE DOES?  Southern men and 

women of this day ask only the same that has been required of them; law-abiding 

peace, equality and tolerance for precious individual heritage, but all that seems 

to be too much of a request. We want NO RACE WAR. Only treacherous idiots like 

the Klan, Panthers and CNN desire such an internal conflict - so bad they can taste 

it. Never confuse the character, ideals, nor ambitions of 

those who proudly claim Confederate lineage with such 

vile rabble as those race-baiting warmongers.  Again 

General Lee expressed the undergirding of this truth so 

eloquently:   “Everyone should do all in his power to 

collect and disseminate the truth, in the hope that it may 

find a place in history and descend to posterity. History is 

not the relation of campaigns and battles and generals or 

other individuals, but that which shows the principles for 

which the South contended and which justified her struggle for those principles. ” 

     And now, the eyes of the world are ironically fixed once more upon Charleston, 

South Carolina - but the flag ain't the problem, spiritual wickedness is. God bless 

and comfort those good Christians who mourn there, forgive and testify that they 

"have no room for hate". I could write no commentary better than the one that 

follows:            AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

     The unspeakable tragedy at Charleston's Emanuel AME Church is being already being 
used by some in the "agitation/propaganda" business to further divide good hearted people 

of different heritages, especially in the Southern states. 
     We 30,000 members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans are heartbroken by this 
depraved and insane act of murder. Our deepest sympathies and our most heartfelt prayers 
are with the victims and loved ones of this heinous act of a deluded racist.   
     We at the S.C.V. have long detested the use of our forefather's symbols by racist groups 
and individuals. We consider it to be a cowardly desecration of our inheritance. Our 

ancestors fought for the South and of that we are not ashamed. In the 150 years since the 
War ended, the men and women of the South, of all colors, have contributed a higher 
percentage of military volunteers than any other region of our nation. This country would 
not exist were it not for Southerners like George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. We are 
American patriots to the core. 
     The mindless murders at Emanuel AME Church were an act of purposeful evil. Those who 
try to make larger political hay out of this are misguided and forgetful of our common 

heritage. As a nation of many ethnicities we should all extend tolerance and understanding 
to every individual of every heritage. And that should include those of us of Confederate 
heritage. 
     We must not allow the sickness of one demented individual to become that with which 
the media and our opponents define us. We are the same good-hearted people that we were 
last week and last year. 
     May the Lord be with those who are suffering from the dreadful murders in Charleston. 

We stand with them to decry racism and to decry those who wish to divide us in the 
aftermath of this evil.  Ben Jones - Chief of Heritage Operations Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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OUR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
JULY 25-27 - ALL WEEKEND SUMMER DRILL @ OLD CLINTON - POC IS THE NCO STAFF 
SEPTEMBER 18-20 - HURRICANE SHOALS (GA) - POC BRO. JOEY 
SEPTEMBER 19 - SCV SALUTE TO VETERANS IN DUBLIN - POC IS RICKY SMITH 
OCTOBER 2-4 - ANDERSONVILLE (GA)  
OCTOBER 23-25 - SANDERSVILLE (GA)  
OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 1 - IRWINVILLE (GA) - POC LEE MURDOCK 
NOVEMBER 14-15 NASH FARMS (GA) - Battles of Jonesboro and Nash Farm  
NOVEMBER 14-15 SECESSIONVILLE (SC)  
NOVEMBER 21- GRISWOLDVILLE MEMORIAL (GA) POC WAYNE DOBSON 478-731-5531.  

NOVEMBER - CANNONBALL HOUSE APPARITIONS - Macon (GA)  
DECEMBER - RICHLAND CHURCH (GA)  
DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE - Macon (GA)  

16TH GA Co. G. “Jackson Rifles”  
Brig. Gen. Herbert Burns - 478-668-3598  
Honorary Colonel J. C. Nobles - 478-718-3201 (no text, please)  

Capt. Wm."Rebel" Bradberry–404-242-7213  
1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755  
2nd Lt. Kevin Sark - 478-731-8796  
Adjutant: 5th Corp. John Wayne "Duke" Dobson 478-731-5531  
Treasurer: 6th Corp. Earl Colvin – 478-214-0687  
1st Sgt. Alan "Cookie" Richards - 478-308-9739  
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748  
1st Corp. Chas."Goodtime" Whitehead-  478-986-8943  
2nd Corp. Dan Williams - 478-230-7189  
3rd Corp. Brick Lee Nelson - 478-986-1151 
Lead Chaplain – Joel Whitehead, Jr. - 478-986-8798  
Honorary Chaplain Ronnie "Skin" Neal – 478-808-8848  
Assistant Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878  
Musician - Landon Allen - 478-294-9870  
Musician - Aaron Bradford – 302-668-8029  
Musician - Oliver Lummus – 302-668-8029  
Musician - Al McGalliard - 478-318-7266 
Rev. Joey Young - Honorary Life Member  
ON FACEBOOK: "JACKSON RIFLES". All issues (2011-present) of The Howling Dawg are available @ 
scvcamp1399.org & some @ scv2218.com, thanks to Steve Scroggins and Al McGalliard.    

***** 

ABOUT THE PICTURE: Lieutenant Horatio James 

David of Company B, 16th Georgia Infantry 

Regiment. On August 16, 1864, Horatio lost his sight 

in one eye after an injury at Deep Bottom, Virginia. 

He was the youngest of the eight children. His father 

had been married previosly, in 1818 to Nancy Henry, 

but there were no children. Lt. David's mother was 

Teressa A. David (1850-1935); born to her December 

4, 1862. Horatio would die February 6, 1923. His 

remains rest in Sunrise cemetery, Banks County, 

Georgia. Note: Co. B, The "Center Hill Guards" were 

also a Jackson County, GA company like Co. G, "The 

Jackson Rifles."  
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ANNUAL OLD SOLDIER'S DAY 
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2015 

 

Hosted by Ervin & Barbara Garnto, near Scott, GA, this Memorial Service 
was for all soldiers that have passed on.  Special honor was paid to our re-

enactor brothers and sisters who have departed this life. The Garntos 
appreciate everyone who came and helped with this awesome event. A 
delicious BBQ meal was served in the afternoon and in the cool of the 

evening the service was held. Compatriot Ricky Smith read the cherished 
names of those re-enactor and SCV brethren and ladies who have gone on 

before us, followed by a rifle and artillery salute.   We thank Barbara and 
Ervin Garnto for making this special day possible for so many years.  
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The "Enfield" in Lee-Enfield refers to the town of Enfield on the northern outskirts of London, where a 

government arms works was established in 1804 to assemble "Brown Bess" flintlock muskets. The first 
rifle to bear the Enfield name, however, was the Enfield Rifle of 1853. Similar in appearance to earlier 

muskets and rifled muskets manufactured at the 
London Tower armory, the Pattern 1853 Enfield is 
a single-shot muzzle-loading percussion firearm 
with a rifled bore. Several variations were made, 
including the three-band infantry model with 39-
inch barrel, the two-band "Navy" model with 33-
inch barrel, and the artillery carbine or musketoon 

with 24-inch barrel.  
     The standard charges for the 1853 Enfield as published by the British War Dept, were all around 60 
to 68 grains of powder and a 450 to 500 Minie'.  It only takes 60 grains of powder to reach over 800 
feet per second with a trajectory drop of 7 inches between 75 and 100 yards.  The 1853 Enfield was an 
odd bird with rifling that was deeper at the breech than at the muzzle. I have 
heard that Parker Hale reproductions copy that original rifling. The original load was a 530 grain, 
smooth-sided, paper patched Pritchett bullet over 2 and1/2 drams (68 grains) of powder or a 
Burton Minie' of about the same weight with four grease grooves over the same charge. This effective, 
accurate rifle gave every  soldier a long range weapon for the first time. They were also built to a very 
high standard as were the English made Parker Hale rifle muskets in the 1970s. During the War it was 
found that the slightly larger (.575" diameter Minie' vs Enfield's .577" bore) was capable of greater 
accuracy. Well lubed rounds, to keep the fouling soft, coupled with consistent powder charges made 
these weapons very precise.  
THE SNIDER ENFIELD - The British wanted a breech-loading firearm, so in 1866 the Snider Enfield was 
adopted as an interim measure. Early Sniders were conversions of 1853 Enfields with a hinged breech 
block and barrel designed to accept the a .577 cartridge. In trials, the Snider 1853 conversions proved 
both more accurate than original Pattern 1853s with much faster firing; a trained soldier could fire ten 
aimed rounds per minute with the breech-loader, compared with only three rounds per minute with the 
muzzle- loader. (Photo below, right, from left to right: A .577 Snider cartridge, a Zulu War  rolled brass 
foil .577/450 Martini–Henry Cartridge, a later drawn brass .577/450 Martini–Henry cartridge, and a 
.303 British Mk VII SAA Ball cartridge.) The Snider–Enfield used a new type of metal-cased cartridge 

called a Boxer cartridge after its designer. The breech block housed a diagonally downward sloping 
firing pin struck with a front-action lock mounted hammer. T o operate the weapon, the rifleman 
cocked the hammer, flipped the block out of the receiver to the right by grasping the left mounted 
breech block lever, and then pulled the block back to extract the spent case. There was no ejector, so 
the firer lifted the case out or, more usually, turned the rifle upside-down to allow the case to drop out. 
(Perhaps even more usually, the firer then shook the weapon vigorously to dislodge hot cartridges or 
those fouled by dust or grime.) Later Sniders were newly manufactured.  In 1871, the British adopted 
the Martini-Henry rifle, a falling-block single-shot breech-loader, which replaced the Snider from their 
service and became the standard British service rifle for nearly two decades. The Snider first saw 
action with the British/Indian Army at the battle of Magdala (Aroghee) in Ethiopia on 10 April 1868, 
against the forces of Tewodros II of Ethiopia; during the battle the 4th (King's Own) Regiment of Foot 
alone fired 10,200 rounds.  
     The Snider was notably powerful. Rudyard Kipling recorded in his poem, "The Grave of the Hundred 
Head: A Snider squibbed in the jungle — Somebody laughed and fled,  And the men of the First Shikaris  
Picked up their Subaltern dead, With a big blue mark in his forehead, And the back blown out of his 
head."SOURCE: www.go2gbo.com/forums/traditional.../1853-enfield-musket-load/("longcaribiner" 
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http://www.adorama.com/RCBS82166.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.577_Snider
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zulu_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.577/450_Martini%E2%80%93Henry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/.303_British
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxer_primer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firing_pin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Magdala
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tewodros_II_of_Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_King%27s_Own_Royal_Regiment_(Lancaster)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Snider-Martini-Enfield_Cartridges.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Snider_breech_loading_mechanism.jpg
http://www.allaboutenfields.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/snider-4.jpg


CAN WE BACK UP WHAT WE SAY? - I have often heard it repeated from 

sources I trust that church bells in Macon, 

Georgia (and I am sure in other communities as 

well) were melted down to make cannons at the 

Schofield Iron Works. I just never feel 

comfortable repeating something unless I can 

quote chapter, verse and line.  This fact, about 

the bells, is mentioned in Civil War Macon by 

Richard Iobst (pages 149-150), The Daily Telegraph 

(Macon) around May 1862, and also in a History of First Baptist Church(Macon)by H. 
Lewis Batts(Southern Press-Macon 1968-69) on page 48, at least!-Duke     

***** 

WEEKEND-LONG SUMMER MUSTER - OLD CLINTON - JULY 25-27  
"…We then call the company on the street and drill them in the manual of 
arms as we have drilled nearly everyday til 3 o'clock. We then rest till 4 
and then go to the field for regimental drill and drill 1-1/2 hours, 
sometimes in a run, or, as we say, on double-quick time. We then return 
to camp, put on our coats and caps and uniforms, and go on dress parade 
- takes half an hour; then march the company to camps, call the roll, 

                                                    dismiss the company and set them to getting supper…" 
- Sergeant Fayette McDowell at Camp Myers [Overton County, Tennessee] 

     Again, my apologies for not bringing the topic up at our Old Clinton War Days event unit meeting but 
it just plain slipped my mind.  Training is up to the NCO's and no one has to tell our very able 1st Sgt. 
what his job is nor where his duty lies.  I know some have called for camp-over weekend drills like we 
used to have, so here it is. These extended drills have their value especially to those who just getting 
into this endeavor.  Enduring the extremes of summer and the chill of winter takes practice and such 
camping  affords an opportunity for that craft to be honed. Most of all, many need some one- on-one  
Camp of  Instruction training.  Water and firewood will likely be furnished. No facilities nor group meals 
have been announced. Therefore, camping, meals, and  hygienic considerations is up to you, but 
authentic or campaign style would be best.  If you need cartridges, caps or gear, don't wait until the last 
minute - get prepared now. This year we will start the Fall Campaign early with Hurricane Shoals in 
September, two events in October and at least two in November.  Let's get ready!  Any questions, 

contact your squad leader.     -  Duke  

***** 

“Fellas, I was lied to!” 
The process of discovering ourselves can be a rewarding one…most of the time. Professor 
Henry ‘Skip’ Gates of Harvard discovered that he was majority white, and seems to have 
adapted well. While shooting a segment for his PBS documentary ‘Looking for Lincoln’ the 
producers discovered in their research that the Sons of Confederate Veterans had never 
been formally included in any of the past productions on Lincoln and called to inquire as to 
why. Of course the answer was that our perspective would refute the politically correct 
one, and so the sponsors preferred to leave us out. Bottom line it was a question of getting 

funding, or not getting it. This PBS production crew was different. The director was a gracious Belgian lady. She 
was real, a total professional, and looking for new material. PBS and Henry Gates were guests at the SCV annual 
Reunion in Concord, North Carolina. It was, shall I say, a first time for everybody. ‘Skip’ Gates left a different 
man after watching the descendants of a black Confederate honored with a special presentation and standing 
ovation. The story was delivered by the head of the North Carolina Archives in Raleigh, and yes…a black man. 
Gates was more than surprised, shocked actually. He had never heard the real story of these men and thought 
they were a myth. His comment when leaving at the end of the day?… “Fellas, I was lied to!  
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TELL US WHAT YOU REALLY THINK, UNCLE BILLY 
On May 21, 1865 in a Union Army Camp, Alexandria, VA, Union General Sherman wrote a letter to his 
old West Point buddy, General S. Van Vliet, stationed in New York: “… I am now getting ready for the 
review of Wednesday, after which I am to go before the war investigating committee, when, for the 
first time, I will be at liberty to tell my story in public. …Thus far I have violated no  rule of official 
secrecy, though sorely tempted; but so much the worse for them when all becomes revealed. You may 
rest assured that I possess official documents that not only justify but made imperative my course in 
North Carolina, and you may say as much to my friends.”  Then he wrote, “Yesterday General Grant 

and President Johnson, who know all, received me with marked 
courtesy and warmth. Mr. Stanton dare not come into my 
presence. He is afraid to meet me. I would not let Halleck review 
my troops at Richmond. I bade him keep to his room as my army 
passed through Richmond, and he had to stay indoors. I will insult 
Stanton in like public manner, but will not be drawn into an open, 
or even constructive, disrespect to the President or any “lawful 
authority of the United States.”  Then, he takes a shot at the 

Radical Republicans, “But I will not conceal from you or 
the world that in the reorganization of civil government in the Southern States, 
which must be done, I prefer to give votes to rebel whites, now humbled, 
subdued, and obedient, rather than to the ignorant blacks that are not yet 
capable of self-government." 

***** 

Navy Divers Prepare to Raise Ironclad 
By Lance M. Bacon 

JOINT EXPEDITIONARY BASE LITTLE CREEK-FORT 
STORY, Va. — A team of Navy divers spent a week in 
mid-May preparing for an historic salvage of a Civil 
War ironclad scuttled more than 150 years ago. 
Mobile Diving and Salvage Company 23 will deploy to 
Savannah, Georgia, on June 1 to free the Confederate 
States Ship Georgia from her watery grave. The 
operation, expected to take just under two months, is 
to recover wreckage in five groupings; forward and 
aft armor casements; engine remnants such as 
boilers, shafts and propellers; four cannons; and live 

ordnance. The CSS Georgia was built in 1862 in Savannah. Confederate soldiers provided the bulk of 
the labor force; the Ladies Gunboat Association provided the funding. The group raised $115,000 to 
build a ship to protect their city. The ship was scuttled on Dec. 20, 1864, as Gen. William T. Sherman's 
Union troops seized the city she was built to protect. She was roughly five miles from Savannah, off 
Old Fort Jackson on the north edge of the Savannah Harbor navigation channel. The wreckage, which 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was inadvertently discovered during dredging 
operations in 1968. Divers retrieved a 64-square-foot section of the warship on Nov. 12, 2013. This 
enabled further analysis that green-lighted a $14 million plan by the Army Corps of Engineers to raise 
the wreckage so Savannah Harbor could expand. 
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Feature Article - By Ethan Bockholt - Old Clinton War Days is a historical festival that has been held in 
Jones County, Georgia every year in the spring since it started of 1981. It was originally started as a way to raise 
money to buy the land around Old Clinton, so that the old buildings there could be preserved instead of being 
torn down. The most well-known of these is the McCarthy-Pope House which was built in 1809, just two years 
after the founding of Jones County. The house was spared from the Yankee torch during Sherman’s March to the 
Sea and is now a historic landmark of the state of Georgia. It was there in 1982 that the re-enactment group the 
16th Georgia/ 51st Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment was formed by the same men who started the War Days. 
The 16th Georgia/51st Pennsylvania is the largest reenacting group and is the Regiment that hosts the Old 
Clinton War Days every year. In the first weekend in May, the re-enactors set up their camps in the small village 
of Old Clinton to reenact the two Civil War battles that took place in Jones County in 1864. The Battle of 
Sunshine Church that was fought in July and the Battle of Griswoldville which was fought in November of that 

same year. On Saturday morning at 9 a.m., the re-enactors get ready for the call to 
colors, where it is mandatory for all troops to be assembly next to the Pope 
House. At colors, the Confederate and Federal soldiers stand in military parade 
fashion as the color bearers from both sides march forth to the flag pole to raise 
their flags. After the colors are dismissed, the soldiers go back to their camps and 
get ready for the visitors. When the authentic camps are open at 10:05 a.m. At 
1:35 PM Saturday afternoon is when the narration of the battle begins. Just before 

the battle starts, as the spectators take their seat in portable chairs or in the benches the narrator begins talking 
about the Battle of Sunshine Church that was fought in July of 1864. The Battle of Sunshine Church was one the 
few Confederate victories during the Atlanta campaign. As the battle unfolds, spectators get to watch how the 
battle was fought and see all of the Union soldiers being captured by the victorious Confederates.   Saturday 
night after the battle, a memorial service is held at the Old Clinton Cemetery. The memorial service is free for all 
who attend and is where re-enactors honor the Confederate soldiers who are buried there. During the memorial 
service all the re-enactors will be dressed in their Confederate uniforms as they stand at attention as the 
speaker talks about how honorable the Confederate soldier was in service to his country. After the speech, Col. 
J.C. Nobles of the 16th Georgia, gives a roll call of 
every name of the Confederate soldiers who are 
buried in the cemetery. When a Confederate soldier’s 
name is called, a re-enactor posted at each grave will 
answer back with the words “Here in spirit, Sir,” 
giving the impression that the spirit of the 
Confederate soldier is there at the memorial service 
alongside the re-enactors. When all the names of the 
Confederate soldiers are called out from the roll call. 
The re-enactors will aim their rifles to the sky and fire 
three salutes in those soldiers honor to end the 
service.  On Sunday morning, people can attend the 
church service near the McCarthy-Pope House. During the service you get to experience how a 19th-century 
church service would have been like. Visitors can sit down with both the men re-enactors wearing their 
uniforms and the women re-enactors wearing their period dresses. After the church services is finished, comes 
the next battle, but this time it will be the tragic Battle of Griswoldville. The Battle of Griswoldville was fought in 
November 1864 when Georgia militia brigades, who were made up mostly of old men and young boys, attacked 
the entrenched veteran soldiers of Gen. Sherman’s Army. Five times the Georgia militia charged the entrenched 
positions of the Union soldiers, but were to be driven back each time. On the sixth and final charge the Georgia 
militia attacked the entrenched Union soldiers with all their might only to be mowed down by the superior 
Union rifle and artillery fire. What was most tragic about the Battle of Griswoldville, was that many of the 
Confederate soldiers who died there were just young boys in uniform. When the battle is over the re-enactors 
form up in front of the crowd and fire a salute for the crowd thus ending the Old Clinton War Days.  
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 The Review - By: Ethan Bockholt - Old Clinton War Days has been a tradition in Jones County, Georgia since it 
started in the spring of 1981. At the War Days you can see the two battles that were fought in Jones County 
during the American Civil War: the Battle of Sunshine Church and the Battle of Griswoldville. The Old Clinton 
War Days is an historical festival that all the people in middle Georgia should come and experience.  Tickets are  
$5 for adults, $3 for kids 18 and younger, and children under the age of six get in free. You and your family can 
walk down the streets of Old Clinton where many vendors do arts and crafts, sell souvenirs, and serve great 
festival food. One of the best items are the delicious, cheese fries served with bacon and ranch. There are also a 
few Civil War sutlers, where you could buy authentic 19th-century personal items from wooden combs to old 
powdered toothpaste. You could also purchase clothing from the era; Union or Confederate uniforms, hats, 
civilian men's clothing and ladies' dresses. At the McCarthy-Pope House, you can tour the house to see the 
interior layout of a 19th-century home was like. Or you might take a walk through the authentic camp, where 
re-enactors talk to you about the life of the Civil War soldier and historical facts about the War. Another place 
that you could go to visit that is not mentioned on the flyer, is the Turnip Seed County Courthouse, located in 
the red barn. There First Cpl. Charles Whitehead takes on the role as the judge of 
Turnip Seed County as the honorable Judge Turnip Root. In the courthouse, 
Judge Turnip Root could fine visitors for such things as for having shiny kneecaps 
to just looking plain ugly. If you are found guilty of a serious crime, then the 
judge will put your unfortunate self in the ball and chain and you have to beg for 
money on the streets from other visitors to get it removedThe Turnip Seed 
County Courthouse is just another fun way for the re-enactors to raise money 
during Old Clinton War Days.  As the Battle of Sunshine Church begins, you can 
hear all the sounds of a battlefield up close and personal. From the sounds of 
cannons firing to the sounds of the drums and of officers shouting orders, as if 
you had traveled back in time to the summer of 1864. As the battle escalates, you can cheer on our brave 
Confederate soldiers as they surround and capture the Yankees who dared try to take Old Clinton. Later that 
Saturday night, you and your family may attend a memorial service at the Old Clinton Cemetery. For the 
memorial service, the re-enactors march in closed ranks from their camp to Old Clinton Cemetery. At the 
service, you get to see all the re-enactors from the event in their Confederate uniforms prepared to honor the 
Confederate soldiers that have been laid to rest in Old Clinton Cemetery. There you get to listen to a speech 
about the Civil War and how honorable the Confederate soldier was as he did his duty for his country. It is a real 
emotional and heartwarming speech that can be hard for some people to not shed a tear. After the speech, Col. 
J. C. Nobles who helped found the Old Clinton War Days will call out a roll call for all the Confederate soldiers 
who are buried in the cemetery. As he calls out the names of each Confederate soldier that lives in the 
cemetery, a re-enactor posted at each individual grave will reply “Here in spirit, Sir.” By doing so, they give the 
impression that the spirits of each Confederate soldier buried there is answering the roll call. Which symbolizes 
that the spirits know that you and the re-enactors are there to honor their memory and that the sacrifices they 
made for their country have not been forgotten. At the end of the memorial service the re-enactors aim their 
rifles to the sky and fire three volleys to honor the memory of those Confederate soldiers.  Sunday you can bring 
your family to a church service at the McCarthy-Pope House. There you get to experience a 19th-century church 
service while listening to the word of God alongside the re-enactors. After church, the Battle of Griswoldville will 
begin. The Battle of Griswoldville was fought in November 1864, where undertrained Georgia militia attacked 
the entrenched veteran Union soldiers of Gen. Sherman’s Union Army during his March to The Sea. At the battle 
unfolds, you can see the Confederate soldiers as they are desperately charging the Federal entrenchments. After 
five unsuccessful assaults the Confederate soldiers stop to decide, if they should retreat or charge the Federal 
entrenchments one last time. The Confederates charge the Federal breastworks for the last time. As they attack, 
they are mowed down by Union rifle and artillery fire and the survivors are forced to retreat. When the battle is 
over all the re-enactors gather in front of you and the crowd and fire a saluting volley thus signaling the end of 
the War Days. This is a Civil War reenactment that all who love historical events should experience. You will 
never find another Civil War event that is reenacted with more spirit than this one. For over 30 years, hundreds 
of people have come to see the re-enactors of the War Days reenact these two battles that has been carved into 
the history of Georgia. EDITOR'S NOTE: This was an assignment Ethan's English 101 class at GMC. In the photo 
(above) he is pictured on the left at 150th anniversary of Gettysburg. 
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***** 

 
A scene from the recent play by Val Elliott, "Front Porch Faith", performed on May 

30th.   Look like your relatives? 
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QUOTES 
” And now with my latest writing and utterance, and with what 
will near to my latest breath, I here repeat, & would willingly 

proclaim, my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule—to all 
political, social and business connections with Yankees, & to 

the perfidious, malignant, & vile Yankee race.”     - Edmund Ruffin                                             
 

* "When law and morality contradict each other, the citizen has the cruel 

alternative of either losing his moral sense or losing his respect for the 
law." - Frederic Bastiat 

 
* “I would like to know the state of our country, more particularly our 
situation as a people, whether we have a government or not.  What is to 

become of us as a people?  I fear we will have bad times, but some think 
otherwise, and some think we will be treated kindly by the Yankee 

government, but I am not of this opinion.  I have no faith in the Yankees, 
nor in their love for us.  They have treated me so badly I can never forget 
their meanness and dishonesty—as a people I look upon them as rogues 

and swindlers.”   - Thomas Maguire / May 28, 1865  
 

* ”Every soldier’s grave made during our War is a tribute to American 
valor… And the time has now come… when in the spirit of fraternity we 
should share in the care of the graves of the Confederate soldiers… and if 

it needed further justification it is found in the gallant loyalty to the Union 
and the flag so conspicuously shown in the year just passed by the sons 

and grandsons of those heroic dead.”  - President William McKinley, 14 December 1898 

 

* "Sure, we can depart from old beliefs, old ways ancient values but are we 
prepared for the replacement we will get It is easy to abandon the old 
paths, old ways and old values, but are we prepared for the results?"Unknown                                                                                                                                          

 
* "U.S. Federal Law 425 clearly states that the Confederate soldier is an 

American veteran, and furthermore that the Battle Flag is a venerated 
symbol so mandated by the U.S. Congress. However, the Attorney General 
has so far refused to reply to my query about the enforcement of the law. 

Neither has the Internal Revenue Service answered my complaint to the 
unlawful act by non-profits and those involved in interstate commerce 

against this symbol that happens to be a part of my organization." - H.K. Edgerton 

 

Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 

precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him. - Psalm 126:4-6 

 
Editor's Note: We must never forget the kind of people our ancestors 
fought against. Thanks, Larry Upthegrove… 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
"…the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up…" - James 5:15 

 

We always try to make readers aware of those in need of prayer. Our lists seems to grow longer and 
more urgent each month. Prayer changes things and it changes us.  Most of those on the list are 
couples. In some cases both have an illness - others only one, but the strain on both is immense - it 

affects the whole family.  For privacy I have not included many details of 
these needs but if you wish to know more so that you can pray effectively, 
contact me or them. If you know of others, please let me know - Duke:  
* TOMMY & ELAINE WALLACE - He and Elaine were able to make the Alma 
event. Photo Courtesy of Kevin Henry. 
* JOHN AND LINDA TUCKER - As for John the cancer is back and he must 
start Chemo for a third time. The neck cancer has not returned but the 
spots in the lungs increased so they need to attack this ASAP.  Around June 
20, Linda was able to walk out of  a Virginia hospital without any pain, or 
meds after just a week after surgery.  
* PHYLLIS DAVIS - UDC member and friend of some local members.  
* TREY HANCOCK - 5 year old 
with inoperable brain cancer. 

* MR. AND MRS. HERBERT BURNS - We were with them at 
the Old Soldier's Day event and they shared some needs. 
* ERVIN AND BARBARA GARNTO - The Old Soldier's Day 
was a reality once more. Keeping in touch.  
* RUTH AND TOM STEVENS - Ruth is going through a 
critical time right now. Pray for Tom and Jennifer, too. 
BIRTHDAY CLEBRATION FOR BEN LOWERY - (right) 
On Saturday, May 30th, Compatriots of The Lt. James T. Woodward SCV Camp #1399, gathered to 
celebrate the birthday friend, Compatriot, and SCV Brother, Ben Lowery (left front row). 

***** 

PASSING OF GEORGIA "REAL" SON     
 (ATLANTA - June 12, 2015)   Georgia buried perhaps its last 
"real son" of a Confederate veteran.  Mr. H.V. Booth passed 
away in Elberton, GA from cancer, being 96 years young. H.V. 
was the last known real son of a Confederate veteran in 
Georgia.  His father, Isham Johnson Booth, (who served at Camp 
Sumter) was 72 when H.V. was born, something not completely 
unheard of during the period of Reconstruction when so many 
Southern men had recently perished in the Cause for Southern 

Independence leaving a great void in the Southern population.  The painting to the left shows H.V. as 
a child, with his CSA veteran father. While there are thousands of men in Georgia and across the 
South who proudly wear the name "Sons of Confederate Veterans," the number of literal sons of the 
war veterans, themselves, has dwindled down to fewer than half a dozen across the South according 
to the Sons of Confederate Veterans organization. H.V. Booth was a war veteran, himself, having 
served in the U.S. Navy during World War II where he saw action in some of the fiercest fighting of the 
Pacific including the Battle of Iwo Jima.  A Confederate color guard, provided by the Georgia Division 
SCV, participated in his funeral as one of his wishes because of his love for his heritage and birthright.  
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"Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that He 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the 

world, He loved them unto the end. 2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 3 Jesus knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; 4 He 
riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself. 
5 After that He poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded. 6 Then cometh He to Simon Peter: and 
Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, 

What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, 

Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray him; 
therefore said He, Ye are not all clean." - John 13:1-11 

 

     The word, "unworthiness" is a thought that is spot on when we 
think about what Jesus did for us.   I am unworthy of my Creator 

coming from Glory to die so that I may be with him in Paradise.  The 
love and compassion shown to us on the cross was unprecedented, 

unparalleled and when looked at by unbelievers is unwanted. 

     As much as people do not want Him, He wants them. By rising 
again to life, He proved His undying love. It is His love for us that 

makes us loved. We are unworthy of this gift. When we are saved 
and baptized God does not see us, he sees His Son. The loving Lamb 

of God whose sacrifice grants us eternal life with God forever. Have 
you trusted Jesus today?  - Chaplain Joel B. Whitehead, J. - 16th GA / SCV Camp 2218 

 
"…what can wash away my sin - nothing but the blood of JESUS…" 
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NEW MOVIES 

 
"THE FREE STATE OF JONES" - Set during the War, the film tells the story of a Southern farmer's armed 
rebellion against the Confederacy. Opposed to both slavery and secession, he launches an uprising of 
poor white farmers that led Jones County, Mississippi to itself secede from the Confederacy, creating 
a "Free State of Jones." His relationship and post-war marriage to a former slave, effectively 
established the region's first mixed-race community. The fight continued into the post war period, 
resisting Klan activity through Reconstruction. I think it premiers March 11, 2016. 
     If you recall, I harshly judged "Field of Lost Shoes"(2014), from the previews, before I saw it - I do 
not regret that verdict . Aside from some good battle scenes, it made me think the screenwriters had 
just enough politically correct ink to try to satisfy everyone - sorry, they didn't get me and I doubt 
"Jones" will magnetize me much either. I may watch it, but there are few movies (about one every 5 
years) that I want to see on the big screen enough to plunk down an outrageous amount of money at 
the box office. This "Free States of Jones" - from the words of preview above - seems to be just 
another South-bashing, the War was all about slavery, political manifesto - which matters not if even 
a  fiber of it is true . I am not saying it is not totally accurate, because I don't know. However, think 
back, folks, how many movies have been made in the last three decades that showed the Confederacy 
in a good light?  At best, Southerners are portrayed as tragic heroes in films like "Gettysburg"(1993), 
Gods and Generals(2003)", "Class of '61"(1993), "Ride With The Devil"(1999) and "The Hunley"(1999). 
Most such movies, like "Andersonville"(1996), don't even try to be honest. The character of  Henry 
Wirz was so far from documented truth that the Good Lord, Himself, would have to squint pick him 
out.  Do filmmakers think we are so gullible that we will pay money to see anything that has "Civil 
War" in the byline - maybe we are ...  maybe we are .    
"POINT OF HONOR" - One review pointed out "there’s a moment about five minutes into this movie 
that illustrates what precious little thought the producers actually put into this show. An plantation 

owner in 1861 Lynchburg tells his  daughter that she reminds him of 
her dead mother. He tells a pianist to move so he so he can ask his 
daughter to play a song that her mother used to play - Claude 
Debussy’s “Clair de Lune. Maybe that is a small thing and many 
antebellum plantation owners were fond of French culture, but none of 
them - as far as I know - none were time travelers. Debussy started 
work on “Clair de Lune” in 1890 and he didn’t publish it until 1902." 

Not everyone will catch that, so big deal. After all, "Glory" (1989) showed Fred Douglas with his post- 
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War white hair and the 54th Massachusetts showing up at pay call with weapons. The portrayal of 
Wirz in the "Andersonville" movie (the Southern term was Camp Sumter)  was propagandistic fantasy. 
All historic dramas face the problem of how historically accurate to make a show? I realize it takes a 
staggering amount of research to get every detail right and research not only takes up time needed to 
write and produce a show, but can often turn up facts that ruins a character or troubles the plot. 
Accuracy is, perhaps, the least of the problems I have with this film. "Point of Honor" may intended to 
portray the dramatic underbelly of the War, but it lacks attention to detail necessary. If you think a 
critic is too picky about their inaccurate musical choice, consider a review that points out "the mistake 
of having two characters transparently discuss how the War was all about slavery. It wasn’t. It was in 
part about slavery. Slavery was a moral concern for 
abolitionists (Unitarians and transcendentalists). The War 
was about how centralized government should be and it’s a 
dispute that STILL rages on Capitol Hill. There are a myriad 
of other concerns with the show. They have to do with the 
acting, stereotypical costumes, and how the three sisters 
have such different accents."  I do not mean to be 
condemnatory but it reminded me of a lackluster remake of 
"North and South." As with "Field of Lost Shoes", the battle 
scenes were the only thing that saved this work.  However, I really have not liked a lot of War 
Between the States films since "Glory (1989)", which with its own cited inaccuracy's and high-handed 
slavery theme was still about as accurate as has been put out there to widespread markets.  
"THE WAR ROOM" - Set for an August 28th premier (and not to be confused with the 1993 film about 

Bill Clinton) Sony’s Tristar Pictures 
faith-based drama is the fifth film from 
Alex and Stephen Kendrick (Fireproof, 
Courageous). Obviously, I have not 
seen it but I really liked all four 
predecessors. "The film follows Tony 
and Elizabeth Jordan, a middle-class 
couple who seemingly have it all - great 
jobs, a beautiful daughter, their dream 
home. But appearances can be 
deceiving. In reality, the Jordan’s 
marriage has become a war zone and 
their daughter is collateral damage. 
With the help of Miss Clara, an older, 
wiser woman, Elizabeth discovers she 
can start fighting for her family instead 
of against them. Through a newly 
energized faith, Elizabeth and Tony’s 
real enemy doesn’t have a prayer. 
The film features New York Times 
bestselling author and Bible teacher 

Priscilla Shirer in her film debut. Alex Kendrick also appears in the film, along with T.C. Stallings 

(Courageous), comedian Michael Jr., and newcomers Karen Abercrombie and Alena Pitts."- Duke  
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Always Bring Both 
By Ethan Bloodworth 

      
"Regarding uniforms; it is the expressed policy of the 

16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Company G to 
"galvanize" or portray Yankee soldiers when the occasion 
requires." (16th Georgia Bylaws) 

     We are the most galvanizing unit in the Battalion, that 
cannot be disputed.  More often than not, we find 

ourselves portraying the Yankee soldier than the 
Confederate at events.  As a matter of fact, the only two 
events we are guaranteed to serve as Confederates are 

Olustee and Hurricane Shoals, and those may 
unfortunately be called into question some day.  It is for these reasons that it is 

told to all, always bring both. 
     Always bring both coats, for any other portion of a uniform can be used for both 
sides.  Trousers? Fine.  Hat? It's a war trophy.  But the coat, the coat is the most 

defining trait of the Army.  When spectators gaze upon the field of battle, it is by 
the coats that they identify the combatants.  When the 51th Pennsylvania streams 

across the bloody field of War, it is the sight of the tide of blue that fills those who 
would oppose us with dread.  Unfortunately, shirt sleeves do not intimidate. 
     Also to be taken into account is how circumstances can change. I would like to 

bring forth the example of Andersonville 2014, where we began as Federals and 
ended as Confederates.  Also, there may be occasions, such as Clinton, where both 

coats are required.  Therefore, I send forth this friendly reminder to all that 
whether as a security for changing circumstances, necessary to complete all duties, 
or simply as an extra blanket, always bring both. 

***** 

GOOD BOOK 
 

Memoirs of a Confederate Veteran 1861 - 1865 

- By Isaac Hermann, C.S.A. - Fiercely loyal to his adopted South, 

young Isaac Hermann, at twenty-one, joined the Washington 

Rifles which rendezvoused with the First Georgia Regiment near 

Laurel Hill, Virginia in 1861. His accent drew considerable 

attention, whereupon he mounted a nearby stump and 

announced: "Gentlemen, it seems that I am eliciting a great 

deal of curiosity; now all of you will know me as Isaac 

Hermann, a native Frenchman, who came to assist you to fight 

the Yankees." Almost fifty years later Capt. Hermann was urged 

by his many friends to write his experiences while serving with 

three branches of the Confederate Army. He had seen action 

with the First Georgia Regiment in Virginia under Generals Henry R. Jackson and 

T. J. "Stonewall" Jackson.This book has a lot of local significance as  much of his 

writings deals with his time spent at the Sandersville, GA area settlement of 

Fenn's Bridge. NOTE: AMAZON.COM has it for about $20 but we really do not want theirs, do we. Nor 
anything from Sears, EBAY, Walmart, etc.  If they are ashamed of our flag them we are not loyal to them either.  
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The Camp of The Unknown Soldier 
     Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp # 2218, The Camp of The 
Unknown Soldier, of Old Clinton, Jones County, Georgia, is currently 
meeting on the 3rd Thursday evening of each month in the facilities of 
the Gray 8 Skating Rink, 4151 Gray. Hwy., Gray, GA - (GPS 
Coordinates: 32.991738, -83.566926;) 478-986-2111 (just south of the 
former Fireflies Restaurant - turn in (off south bound Gray Hwy.) 
between West Clinton Tire and Bug House Pest Control.  We enjoy a 
catered meal ($10 each) is provided at 6pm and commence with our 
meeting at 7pm. At the time of our meetings, this facility will often be 

closed to the general public. For more  information, contact: Al McGalliard @ 478-318-7266 or Earl 
Colvin @ 478-214-0687 
     As is commonly the case, we were honored by a vast array of guests from various other historical 
organizations and we are humbly grateful. Guests are always more than welcome.  This month (June 
18th,2015) Cheryl Aultman (Past UDC #25 President) brought an exceptional talk about Twiggs County 
Veterans. On July 17th, our Treasurer, Al McGalliard is scheduled to be our speaker on the topic of 
"Point Lookout Prison." If you plan to attend, please notify Al to advise of your intentions and/or how 
many guests may be attending with you, so he can advise our caterer. You can call/text him at 478-
318-7266 or email at alsrx@windstream.net.  
     Laura Elliott of Alabama will host our August program on the subject of the 16th Georgia Infantry. 
Rev. Joey Young is our keynote speaker for our November 21st Griswoldville Commemoration  

***** 

CAMP OF THE YEAR 

 
On June 13, 2015, the Jones County Camp 2218 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans was presented 
with the award for the 2015 Camp of the Year in the Georgia Division of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans at the 118th Georgia Division Convention/Reunion held at Nash Farm Battlefield in Hampton, 
GA. This Jones County Camp consists of 27 members from all walks of life and is blessed with 
dedicated and talented members who  perform 10-12 commemorations and memorial services per 
year within our home county of Jones and also by invitation in surrounding counties even into Florida.  
The Camp is a co-host of The Old Clinton War Days event each May and the Griswoldville Battlefield 
Commemoration each November.  Many of our members also routinely volunteer at many historical 
sites around middle Georgia and participate in historical re-enactments all over the southeast. This 
Camp was chartered in August 2012 and we thank our fellow SCV Camps, our sister UDC Chapters 
everyone involved in achieving a steady growth and this recent honor. Most of all we thank God. 
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LETTERS & COMMENTARY 
 

"A young lady was trying to put together a report (TV - Channel 41 - Macon) on the "Confederate Flag" 
controversy.  I tried to give her a lead, and enough information so she would not make a fool of herself, 
however, she hung up in my face -  "CNN said it was the Confederate Flag." When you are too uninformed to ask 
an appropriate question, will not listen and are too arrogant to know a little research is necessary, perhaps 
another choice of profession is in order. The controversy is over the use of the Confederate BATTLE FLAG in 
public venues. For the uninformed that's the red thing with the big blue X with white stars in the X. This is not, 
nor has it ever been a Confederate National Flag. The Battle Flag has been misappropriated by a variety of hate 
groups, from Neo-Nazis and skinheads to the KKK. Now it represents a symbol of hatred. Such a shame. Because 
it has been so misused, the attached connotations make it offensive. However, America is a free country, it's a 
piece of cloth with no copyright, and no one could stop these warped individuals. The Battle Flag has no proper 
use, other than to fly over the fallen in Confederate cemeteries, bearing the bodies of those who actually died 
fighting under it. The vast majority were fighting because they perceived they had been invaded by the Union, 
and very few owned slaves other than the wealthy officers. What is a real Confederate Flag? Walk outside your 
building. Look at your flag pole. See the GA State Flag flying under the real Stars and Bars of the United States of 
America? Imagine the GA State Seal is removed from the center of the circle of stars. Now, THAT's the First 
National Flag of the Confederacy. Too bad she wouldn't listen."   

- Ruth Stevens  
A black South Carolina student defended the Confederate flag, saying he owns one to honor an ancestor who 

served during the Civil War and it doesn’t strike him as a racist 
symbol. Byron Thomas explained that he’s proud of South Carolina 
for giving black troops pensions after the South lost the Civil War. He 
understands that others have reason to hate the flag, but said, “I do 
not feel offended… I refuse to allow a symbol or word have power 
over me to make me feel offended.” When  asked him if the 
Charleston shooting changed his views at all. Thomas simply said, “I 
refuse to allow this evilness to make me feel a different way about 
my flag.” Thomas is an intern aide to Republican Senator Tim Scott 
of South Carolina. 
 

 
"Amazon.com is the most recent retailer to ban sales of the Confederate flag. It has joined Walmart, Sears, Ebay, 
and possibly others. I'm going to start searching these sites for Nazi flags, Muslim flags to see if they're banned 
as well. …." - Ethan Bloodworth 
 
"Much of the 'junk' found on Amazon.com, Ebay, etc. were items like t-shirts, caps, bathing suits…you name it … 
with the battle flag embossed on the item.  It is their dollars they are losing - nothing to us because such items 
are just plain wrong - our flag should be a flag and only a flag, period. I cannot imagine what Sears and Walmart 
would have had with the flag on it anyway - never seen any such items around here. It never occurred to me to 
purchase a Confederate flag from any of these sellers - too, there are more deserving sources of your hard 
earned dollars than these "amoral merchants".  In times like these you see who the real politicians are: 
Governor of South Carolina, Governor of Alabama, Hillary… they want your vote then they are done with you. 
The South has always stood alone. That does not mean God is not on our side. The ancient Hebrews were God's 
chosen people, yet look at the rough times they have always had. Hardships are not always an indicator that 
God is not for you; and if He is, who can be against you (Romans 8:31). Don't lose heart - don't give up the fight  
- forever, stand strong, stay in close formation. Heretofore, this newsletter has been sent to a number of media 
outlets - print and broadcast. I now choose to discontinue this practice - there is no friend among them." - Duke 
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Ga. Governor says Confederate Flag License Plate needs Redesign 

 
 

In this undated image released by the Georgia Department of Revenue, a 

new Georgia car tag is shown. Georgia officials are releasing a specialty 
license plate featuring the Confederate battle flag, infuriating civil rights 

advocates and renewing a fiery debate. The Georgia Division of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans requested that the state issue the new plates. A 

spokesman says it meant no offense and that people have a right to 
commemorate their heritage.(AP Photo/Georgia Department of Revenue) 

 
ATLANTA (AP) - Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal says he wants a specialty license 

plate the state offers featuring the Confederate flag redesigned after initially 

telling reporters he wouldn't urge changes. 
 

Deal did not call for removing the flag Tuesday (6/23/15)as other governors 
have following the Charleston shooting. 

 
The license plate features a full Confederate flag and a smaller version 

included in the organization's logo. 
 

Deal told reporters he wouldn't urge lawmakers to take any action on the 
plate. Then at a second interview in his office requested by Deal's staff, he 

backed a redesign and said it can be completed without lawmakers' action. 
 

Deal said specifics will be discussed with the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
organization and other groups. He says a redesign could "prevent this from 

becoming an issue in Georgia."  

Story Published: Jun 23, 2015  
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