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WHY WE DON'T CALL IT A HOBBY 

 
2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague, 1st Lt. Noah Sprague, Pvt. Ben Morris and Pvt. Cody Sprague at Olustee 

 

     The Ocean Pond Campaign was a good one in that we had most of our rank and 
file present, the weather was not too bad and we all made it back home safely. . . 
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     We sure missed Ricky Smith but saw the heartening sign of Private Avery Allen, long 
time 16th, back in the ranks. Avery brought his son, Landon, with him, who did some 
drumming for us.  No doubt, our recruiting has been strong recently, but every once in a 
while you get the added bonus of getting one of the old Dawgs back.  It was, likewise, great 
to have Matt Whitehead with us, who came in from his U.S. Navy post in Pensacola.

 
Photos: Kellie Banks 

     As mentioned, the weather was mostly dry and not too unbearably cold - a little raw 
both nights -  but we have seen much worse over the years. The overall numbers at this 
149th anniversary of the battle seemed off to me - sutlers have been down for years, but I 
heard we only had 1,500 troops this time!   The 16th always enjoys the parade and the 
fellowship  on the bus ride there, but I never recall us having enough people to fill an entire 
bus - that was likely a first!  Later, on Saturday, there was plenty of time to shop the sutlers 
before our column marched up the main road to conduct the annual 5 PM memorial service.  
We mentioned that we missed Ricky, who was home recovering from heart surgery, but 
never more than at this moment.  A faithful  band of brothers from the 10th GA joined us 
and soon Nathan Sprague, Noah Sprague, Steve Black and Ty Burnsed began reading the 
list of those Confederates who had perished as a result of the February 20, 1864 battle. 
With the first few names a steady rain began. At the last name, it ceased, as if tears from 
Heaven graced the solemn moment. The ranks came to present arms, in conclusion.  

 
Photos: Kellie Banks 

     Back at camp preparations were made for a cold Saturday night (some said 21 degrees), 
a hot meal and for many of our number a trip to the festivities of the annual ball. For 
others, it was the singular ritual of sitting by the fire and sharing stories.  Sunday at an 
event is always a blur and you can't believe that the weekend that you have anticipated for 
so long will soon pass from reality to memory.  Chaplain Joel Whitehead faithfully 
proclaimed the Word of God in a morning service held near our large campfire and final 
arrangements for battle were made. Presently, the 16th had deployed as skirmishers and 
opened the fight near Ocean Pond.   The field had not been cut since last year so we had a 
unique and more authentic experience but it was decidedly harder for the spectators to see 
than it was for us to walk through the many scrub oaks.  With the Yanks resoundingly 
pushed back toward Jacksonville, we broke camp and departed the quickest I ever recall - 
most of the gear had already been gathered before the battle. For most, it was supper on 
the road and well after dark when homeward destinations were reached.  
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     This is what we do - re-enacting -  some have done it for a long time and others hope to. 
Sure we have every day occupations and walks of life but this fellowship is the core, it is 
the foundation, maybe the very touchstone of our existence. I know that sounds fanatical to 
you, and in no way do I mean to diminish the significance of our families, our worship or 
careers, but I also know that what we do is far too hard, expensive, and exhausting to be 
pursued without a deep and abiding affection for it. Sure, we have had hobbies in life - lots 
of them - this is just not one.  J.C. often chides those who call it a hobby by asking to see 
their "stamp, coin or butterfly collection." The word, "hobby" has unquestionably become 
one of those talking points (that make you want to choke the one saying it), like SUV, 
assault rifle, "literally", "wait-on-it" and the repulsively-popular, "really".  You'd think folks 
would dredge up enough ordinary wits  to coin an innovative phrase.  

 
All Photos on this page: Kellie Banks 

     Do we think we are the Confederate Army - NO - I have seen too many of their graves to 
harbor that illusion or take their laurel from them?  Are we Neo-Confederates - (as the 
mocking media says)? As cherished as the word "Confederate" would be attached to our 
given names, we do not deserve so great an honor.  A hobby? Look around our camps: you 
will see grandfathers with their grandchildren, whole families, nephews, aunts, wives, 
daughters, fathers, sons, step daughters, cousins, uncles, sons-in-law, three sets of 
brothers … even friends. We have people who work in law enforcement, some in very 
technical fields and others with no jobs at all … What kind of hobby attracts that mixture?  
We have experienced the joyous times of weddings in our midst and stood by the graves of 
those we loved and shared so many of our days with.  We have no illusion of being the 
champions of an ancient, sacred Cause but we unashamedly honor those who did and we 
have enough God-given sense to recognize our birthright when we see it.  So, we will ask 
you as agreeably as we know how, not to disgrace our heritage when we pay tribute to it or 
our way of life by calling it a hobby and I will be kind enough to withhold my opinion of you! 

   
QUIET IN THE RANKS 

Normally, we maintain a good military bearing but in the exhilaration of battle Privates sometimes act 
as if they have attained unauthorized rank. In most all cases, no one has any authority to say anything 

while in OUR line of battle unless they hold an elected or appointed rank. At Olustee the principal 
culprits seemed to be those not entirely accustomed to our order of discipline. No doubt, they meant 

well, had the best intentions and were trying to help, but such verbalizations can (and have) resulted 
in mistaken orders which breed dangerous situations and confusion. If there are any questions 

regarding this, please let us know.    Thank you,    1st Sgt Kevin Sark,  2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague,        
1st Corp. Alan Richards,   2nd Corp. Charles Whitehead,  &   3rd Corp.(Bvt.) Lee Curtis. 
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16TH GA. CO. G - "The Jackson Rifles" 
Capt. William “Rebel” Bradberry – 404-242-7213 

1 Lt. Noah Sprague – 706-491-9755 

1st Sgt. Kevin Sark – 478-731-8796 

2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague – 478-320-8748 

Adjutant John Wayne "Duke” Dobson – 478-731-5531  
waynedobson51@yahoo.com / waynedobson@cox.net 

1st  Corp. Alan "Cookie" Richards – 478-308-9739 
2nd Corp. Charles "Goodtime" Whitehead -478-986- 8943 

Bvt. 3rd Corp. Lee Curtis - 478-365-6785 
Honorary Chaplain Ronnie “Skin” Neal – 478-994-0958 

Lead Chaplain – Joel Whitehead - 478-986-8798 
Associate Chaplain – Charles Hill – 770-845-6878 

Treasurer Ricky “Coonpossum” Smith – 478-956-2840 
ON FACEBOOK:"JACKSON RIFLES"- Over 2,200 FRIENDS  

See 2011-13 issues of "The Dawg" @ (scvcamp1399.org),thanks to Steve Scroggins. 
 

UNIT ELECTIONS 
1st Sgt. Kevin Sark, 2nd Sgt. Nathan Sprague, 1st Corp. Alan 
Richards, 2nd Corp. Charles Whitehead, and Brevet Corp. Lee 
Curtis have all announced plans to run for their respective posts 
at the Old Clinton War Days 2013 elections. All other candidates 
must submit their intentions in writing, to the Adjutant no later 
than midnight April 15, 2013 to be included on the ballot.  
 
Photo: Kellie Banks 

***** 

Camp 2218 - At our February 28th meeting, of The Camp 

of the Unknown Soldier, Jones County, Georgia, Judge 
Advocate Ethan Bloodworth ably presented drafts of Camp 
Bylaws and a Constitution, which were discussed, amended 
and pending approval at our March meeting. 2nd Lt. Cmdr. 

Earl Colvin unveiled plans for installing a veteran marker, two iron crosses and an invitation 
for the Camp to serve as an honor guard at an April 20, Jones County marker dedication. It 
was also announced that the guest speaker for our March 28th meeting will be Compatriot 
Ricky Smith of Camp 1399 and for our April meeting, Chaplain Joel Whitehead.  We eat @ 
6PM, meet @ 7pm, usually out a little past 8pm. For more information call Camp 
Commander J.C. Nobles @ 478-718-3201 or Adjutant Wayne Dobson @ 478-731-5531.  

 

CRUISES 
Some folks go on cruises, I visit battlefields. 

They walk along  the sea shore, I stand where soldier’s blood now grows daffodils. 
They smell the salt air; To me gun smoke seems to linger there. 

They hear the raspy seagull’s calls; Patriot voices still echo over all. 
We both pause to quietly pray; through the ages, it was always that way. 
They see God’s world as it is today …..He gave me a glimpse of yesterday. 

IN HEARTFELT SYMPATHY 
The ranks and file of the Jackson Rifles and The Camp of the Unknown Soldier offer our 

most heartfelt sympathy to the families of Captain and Mrs. William (Tina) Bradberry and 
Reverend and Mrs. Joey (Amanda) Young and the family of Kim Beck. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
RAY CROSS (Alan Richards' step father) 

TIM PILGRIM (GA State SCV Adj. - surgery March 12) 
MIKE MULL GA State SCV Chief of Staff - recovering from surgery 

RICKY SMITH - recovering from heart surgery 
TIM FOWLER - recovering from surgery 
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(CONFIRMED UNIT EVENTS ARE UNDERLINED) 

MARCH 15- 17 -  BATTLES AT MANASSAS, GA - POC IS TOMMY WALLACE  

912-557-6649. 

MARCH 16 -  DUBLIN, GA ST. PATRICK'S PARADE 9AM - 732-456-1761 

MARCH 30 - “MILITARY ARTIFACT IDENTIFICATION ” 
                                   - CANNONBALL HOUSE-  JOHNNY MACK NICKLES 

APRIL 5-7 -  KENNESAW LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM - POC IS LT. NOAH SPRAGUE  
APRIL 13 - OLD CLINTON WORK DAY - POC IS J.C. NOBLES @ 488-945-2261. 
APRIL 13 - “TAKE A TOUR OF CIVIL WAR MACON” - Cannonball House - 
APRIL 27 - CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY - SPECIFIC SCHEDULE TO BE ANNOUNCED  
MAY 3-5 - WAR DAYS - POC IS J.C. NOBLES @ 488-945-2261.    - 16TH GA ELECTIONS  
MAY 11 - “THE MYSTERIOUS MURDER OF WILLIAM MARTIN” - Cannonball House 
MAY 17-19 - BATTLE OF RESACA, GA -  
MAY - OLD SOLDIER'S DAY AT ERVIN GARNTO'S (IN 2012 IT WAS ON MAY 26TH) 
JUNE 1-2 - BATTLES AT ALMA - POC IS LEE MURDOCK @ 478-986-5290. 
JUNE 27-30 - 150TH GETTYSBURG  - BLUE-GREY ARMY EVENT - REGISTER ON LINE…$20. 
JULY - SUMMER DRILL - DATE & PLACE TO BE ANNOUNCED (last year it was July 7th) 
SEPTEMBER 20-22 - CHICKAMAUGA  
SEPTEMBER - HURRICANE SHOALS (date to be announced) 
SEPTEMBER - SCV SALUTE TO VETERANS (last year it was on the 15th)   

BATTLE OF ATLANTA -Re-enactor registration for both November 1-3, 2013 and 
September 19-21, 2014 is now open. The registration fee for 2013 and 2014 is $15.00 per 
person until October 15, 2013. After October 15th, the walk on fee is $25.00. The 
registration fee of $15.00 per person for 2014 is good until September 1, 2014. After 
September 1st, the walk on fee is $25.00.  Children under 
12 are free for both re-enactments but they must register  
OCTOBER 5-6 - ANDERSONVILLE  
OCTOBER ?- BATTLE @ IRWINVILLE - POC - LEE MURDOCK 
@ 478-986-5290. 
NOVEMBER 23- GRISWOLDVILLE COMMENORATION  
NOVEMBER - CBH APPARITIONS (IN 2012, ON THE 10th)  
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS @ RICHLAND CHURCH 
DECEMBER - CBH CHRISTMAS (IN 2012 IT WAS ON THE 8th)      

Photo: Kellie Banks 

DRILL COMPETITION ANNOUNCED - As has 

been our custom, the 16th Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Co. G, "The Jackson Rifles" 
will again sponsor rapid fire as well as U.S. & C.S. authenticity contests at the 
2013 Old Clinton War Days in May. However, this year, we have decided to add the 
new feature of UNIT DRILL COMPETITION. The 16th will certainly enter this 
contest and invite all our fellow units to do so as well. For Details, contact Lt. Noah 

Sprague. 706-491-9755. (Entries to date:  3RD WIS., 30TH GA, 53RD GA & 16TH GA). 
2013 OLD CLINTON WAR DAYS DRILL COMPETITION DETAILS 

     Each company must have at least 10 men to enter the competition. There will be static 
drill as well as moving maneuvers. Each company will be judged on execution of each 
command as well as sharpness and uniformity. The standard will be the Hardees manual.  
     Static drill: Manual of Arms to include Order Arms, Shoulder Arms, Right Shoulder Shift, 
In place Rest, Parade Rest, Secure Arms, Support Arms, and Ground Arms. Next will be To 
the Rear & Open Order. Fix Bayonets. Stack Arms. Take Arms. Unfix Bayonets. Close Order. 
     Moving Drill: There will be six maneuvers each company will have to know. Each 
company will be able to pick one out of the six, at the company commander's discretion, 
and perform the maneuver. The other five will be each on a piece of paper in a hat. The 
company commander will draw a maneuver from the hat and execute it. The six maneuvers 
are the following: COMPANY INTO LINE, ON THE RIGHT BY FILE INTO LINE, BY THE RIGHT 
FLANK, BY THE LEFT FLANK, RIGHT AND LEFT WHEEL, BREAKING INTO PLATOONS. 
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QUOTES 
 

"God  is unmoved by the prideful or disagreeable protests of man. He is moved by humility." 
- Dr. David Jeremiah 

 
"Those who will not fight for the graves of their ancestors are beyond redemption."  

 - President Theodore Roosevelt 
 

"There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power 

in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness 
deliver those that are given to it." - Ecclesiastes 8:8 

***** 
 

BABY SHOWER FOR DIXIE & LEE  
 AT THE CANNONBALL HOUSE 

March 3, 2013 
 

     There are no members of the 16th GA 
more beloved than Dixie and Lee Curtis and 
their family, friends and brothers and sisters 
of the 16th took this opportunity to tell them 
so and to share in the joy of the upcoming 
birth of their daughter, "Reagan" in April, 
with plenty of gifts, food and fellowship. 

 
                                                             Photo: Brenda Dobson 

***** 

AFTER THE ACTION 

 
"It always seems that after every re-enactment or even every time we see one another, the 
unit gets a lot closer….." Often the 16th GA asks each other what their favorite memory or 
portion of the past event was. Here are some replies and comments pertaining to Olustee: 
 

"The Confederate Memorial" - tears from Heaven raining down as the names of the Confederate dead 
were called." - 1st Corp. Alan Richards 
"The march to battle on Sunday always makes me proud." - 1st Lt Noah Sprague 
"The 16th leading the way as the skirmish line." - 1st Sgt. Kevin Sark 
"Spending another weekend with my family …and  putting powder down field." - 3rd Corp. (Bvt.) Lee Curtis 

"Seeing everyone from the 16th GA…a great group of folks…the best." - Pvt. Dan Williams 

"Spending a weekend with my family in fellowship, reverence & cleaning  
     house 16th style."                 - Pvt. Ethan Bloodworth                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
"Had a big time being with the 16th CSA." - Pvt. Frank Williams 

"Lt. Sprague, The 16th's performance in the Sunday battle was excellent. I never saw them perform   
 better. Even General Jessee was complimentary. It looks as though you all have that particular   
 assignment well in hand for many years to come!" - General Hunter Poythress 
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A SPECIAL "THANK YOU" 

 
The 16th Georgia, Company G, "The Jackson Rifles", 
would like to take this opportunity to publically express 
how much we appreciate the calling and ministry of 
Brother Joel Whitehead, Jr., lead Chaplain of our unit.  
Joel has energetically embraced the duties of the sacred 

office by encouraging, consoling, faithfully preaching the 
Word of God and praying without ceasing.   The 16th GA 
exists and has its being only by the grace of God. 
 Photo: Heidi Edge 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
OUTSTANDING VIDEO ON LINE 

In case you have not seen this footage yet, Google: 
* GREAT DIVIDE PICTURES THE UNTOLD STORY THE 

CIVIL WAR &    WESTVILLE TRILOGY 

***** 
SCENES OF OLUSTEE 2013 

By Kellie Banks 
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That I may know Him, and the power of His 

resurrection, and the fellowship of His  sufferings, 
being made conformable unto His death.”  

- Philippians 3:10 

No one likes to suffer and it is a subject that we 
would just as soon not talk about, think about or 
dwell on in any way - or is it?  Often we become 
involved in a conversation with someone and the 
subject quickly turns to a mention of  physical 
sufferings. We grumble about our allergies in the 
spring, our flu in the winter, how much we have 
to pay for gasoline and the heat in the summer. 

We find fault when it rains too much or not enough, when the day is windy, the humidity is 
high and so on.  We complain of declines in the stock market, when someone serves lemon 
pie instead of chocolate; the price of groceries and because our spouse chooses to “park in 
the lower 40 at Wal-Mart” - all kinds of stuff to gripe about! At times we seem so full of 
OUR so-called "sufferings"  that we must talk about them or burst wide open. I do not mean 
to make light of hard times - from time to time we all go through some really bad stuff - 
some even tragic occurrences. However, as far as our every day ups and downs, possibly, 
just possibly, we even like talking about them - could it be?  For example: I have re-
enacting for over 20  years. In that time, I have camped all over the place. Once, I thought 
of getting a t-shirt with the outline of a Georgia map on it and putting a red dot at every 
place we had camped, until someone suggested I just color the whole shirt red - and that 
was just Georgia!  One of the coldest trips I ever had was to Florida (much worse than this 
year)and one of the hottest was to Pennsylvania. Even now, I cannot  mention western 
Tennessee without getting a chill - the wind of the great plains just seems to pour in there 
as if a door was left open and the eastern side is no warmer. On one trip it rained so hard, 
the campfire floated away.  Now, I recollect these episodes to make a point.  Often, the 
16th sits by campfires telling the stories of these trips (like J.C. at Ft. Iceberg) as if they 
were some of the best times we ever had - maybe they were.  But, as you can tell from my 
brief descriptions these "good" times were under somewhat miserable conditions. Yet, we 
talk like they were some of the most cherished episodes of our lives (some really were). 
People gain a certain fellowship by going through sufferings together. There is nothing 
quite like talking to someone who really knows how you feel - who really understands 
where you are coming from and who truly knows what that particular brand of affliction
 is like. In the Bible, the apostle Paul, wrote about the “fellowship” of sufferings: “three 
times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night 
and a day I have been in the deep.” (II Corinthians 11:25).  The man knew something 
about misery and I bet you do too! You know the "shipwreck" of loneliness, or the 
"beating" of physical pain - some of you never get relief from it. You have felt the "stoning" 
of grief by the grave of a loved one. Folks you are now on earth with may not understand 
your sufferings and have, therefore, no fellowship with you in that exact way, there is a 
blessed Savior who does! God knows precisely how you feel all the time and He truly cares. 
To me, one of the main points of Christ coming to earth to live, suffer and die as both God 
and man was to identify with our mortal state. I have often thought that no one will get to 
Heaven and be able to tell the Lord, ”well, Jesus, you just don’t realize what I had to put up 
with down there on earth - I am in pain every day, my friends forsook me, I was not 
wealthy like most folks, you didn’t buy me a Mercedes Benz." No sir, you will not ever be 
about to tell the Lord, that He doesn’t know how you feel. He understands it all better than 
you probably ever will, so you will never be able to use that type of excuse on Him. 
Hebrews 4:15 says, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities.” God knows how we feel. Another verse in Hebrews 12:3 says, 
“For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds.”  Consider who Christ was and what He had to put up with 
- He still has to put up with me .....and you… Paul understood that God desired the 
fellowship of sufferings with us every day.  He wrote in I Corinthians 12:31,”I die daily.” In 
the good times and especially in the tough ones, there is always fellowship with our Lord 

who truly understands.       jwd                              -8- 
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THE PANORAMA OF THE BATTLE OF OCEAN POND 2013 

By Heidi Edge 

 
The "Jackson Rifles" who fought at Olustee 2013 
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STILL MORE VIEWS OF OLUSTEE 2013 

By Heidi Edge 
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AND A FEW MORE GREAT IMAGES FROM OLSUTEE 2013 

By Heidi Edge 

 
It was sure good to have Matt back in line with us … 
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H.K. Edgerton in Memphis 
As most all of you know the City Council of Memphis, TN has recently renamed 
Forrest Park, site of a statue of General Nathan Bedford Forrest as well as the 
gravesites of Forrest and his wife, as well as Confederate Park and Jefferson Davis 
Park. Compatriot H.K. Edgerton went there to speak in behalf of our violated 
heritage. The following is an excerpt of his account of his visit:  
"….. one Council member would chide that they already had a 
history lesson, even though they had two so called History 
Professors from the University of Memphis, one who was from the 
Far East with a dialogue of barely intelligible English, who 
proclaimed to be an expert on history of the War Between the 
States and the Southern populous as we were handed a piece of 
paper with the decision already made to rename 3 Parks.  
     And to add to the insult and injury to myself, one committee 
member would ask the Far Eastern professor a question, and I 
asked of him do I get to respond to that question also. His response 
was, “yes you can". Yet when I started to respond, he immediately calls for a vote on 
another motion that had been previously made by himself. I would ask of him, did you not 
say that I too could answer your question? He totally ignored me, wouldn't even look at me. 
And I would be told by the Chair that I was not recognized by the floor. And politely told by 
another committee member that I was not a member of the committee and that I should 
leave the table as the other two non-member professors remained seated.  
     In my life, I had seen the railroad of injustice many times carried out against a hapless 
people. However, on this day, I would see the Charge of injustice being led by those who 
called themselves African American people, with no intent of consideration of facts that 
might lead them to a conclusion that what they do, might not be the will of the people, and 
especially those of their very own who lay in rest unable to speak for themselves, or even 
those who see the wrong, but are too afraid of the public ridicule to speak out against it. I 
was sadden that my people had truly become what they so honorably fought; procurers of 
injustice. God bless you. " Your brother, HK                                      hk.edgerton@gmail.com 

FOLLOWING THE MONEY 
     "The Emancipation Proclamation was not a universal declaration. It 
detailed where slaves were freed, only in those states "in rebellion 
against the United States." Slaves remained slaves in states not in 
rebellion -- such as Kentucky, Maryland and Delaware. The hypocrisy of 
the Emancipation Proclamation came in for heavy criticism. Lincoln's 
own secretary of state, William Seward, said, "We show our sympathy 
with slavery by emancipating slaves where we cannot reach them and 
holding them in bondage where we can set them free." 
     Lincoln did articulate a view of secession that would have been 
welcomed in 1776: "Any people anywhere, being inclined and having 
the power, have the right to rise up and shake off the existing 
government and form a new one that suits them better. ... Nor is this 
right confined to cases in which the whole people of an existing 

government may choose to exercise it. Any portion of such people that can may 
revolutionize and make their own of so much of the territory as they inhabit." But that was 
Lincoln's 1848 speech in the U.S. House of Representatives regarding the war with Mexico 
and the secession of Texas. 
     Why didn't Lincoln feel the same about Southern secession? Following the money might 
help with an answer. Throughout most of our history, the only sources of federal revenue 
were excise taxes and tariffs. During the 1850s, tariffs amounted to 90 percent of federal 
revenue. Southern ports paid 75 percent of tariffs in 1859. What "responsible" politician 
would let that much revenue go?"                                                            - Walter E. Williams 
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LINCOLN MOVIE MYTH EXPOSED 
   (Atlanta, Georgia - February 25, 2013) After being heralded by Hollywood critics as one of the best films of 2012, Steven 
Spielberg's "Lincoln," starring Daniel Day Lewis in the title role, has been branded by historians as nothing more than fiction 
or "a good tale, not that different than the ones for which Lincoln, himself, was known in his day." One historian went so far 
as to remark that Spielberg's "Lincoln" bears no more resemblance to the historical account than that of the 2012 fantasy 
film "Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter." 
   Spielberg's film attempts to depict Lincoln's crusade to end slavery once and for all in these united States amidst the final 
months of the War for Southern Independence. Far from being historically accurate, the film radically alters Lincoln's 
personal beliefs about slavery, as well as his political affairs over the issue. As do many of the revisionist textbooks of recent 
years, the film portrays Lincoln's famous "Emancipation Proclamation" of January 1, 1863 as the expression of a deeply held 
moral, and even religious, belief about slavery that led him to bring an end to the institution wherever he had the authority 
to do it. Citing the various Northern states who continued to permit slavery even after Lincoln's emancipation statement, 
historians point out that the declaration actually freed no slaves. In effect, it purported to free slaves in the only region of 
America where Lincoln did not have authority -- the still independent Southern states of the Confederacy -- while, at the 
same time, freeing no slaves in the part where he did, in fact, have the authority to deal with the issue. Many of Lincoln's 
day, as well as most reputable historians today, cite Lincoln's actual motivation for the Emancipation Proclamation as his 
desire to attempt to thwart the very real likelihood that Great Britain would intervene on the side of the Confederacy in 
order to protect their cotton imports from the deep South. Knowing that the English crown had been emotionally affected by 
the likes of such pro-abolition works of fiction as Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin, Lincoln's emancipation had the 
desired effect of creating a moral dilemma for Britain which ultimately kept them from entering the War. 
   Lincoln's true feelings about slavery are revealed in his letter to Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, dated 
August 22, 1862 in which he said, "My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to 
destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves 
I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, 
and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe 
it would help to save the Union. I shall do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more 
whenever I shall believe doing more will help the cause." In the light of his own words, Lincoln's true motivation behind the 
Emancipation Proclamation becomes crystal clear... it was a war measure designed to bring the War to an end. 
   As to Spielberg's fascination with Lincoln's supposed wish to forever end slavery in America by way of a Constitutional 
amendment and the myth that slavery was the issue over which the South seceded in the first place, again, history eludes 
the talented film producer. In December of 1860, just days before South Carolina became the first Southern state to lawfully 
secede, Kentucky Senator John Crittenden offered what became known as the "Crittenden Compromise" which included a 
proposed constitutional amendment which would forever protect slavery in the states where it already existed in perpetuity. 
In an effort to assure the Southern states that he did not intend to interfere with the institution of slavery after taking office, 
Lincoln had frequently expressed in his stump speeches the same sentiment that he demonstrated previously at a debate in 
Charleston in which he said, "I am not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political 
equality of the white and black races, that I am not nor ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of 
qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical 
difference between the white and black races which I believe will forever forbid the two races living together on terms of 
social and political equality. And in as much as they cannot so live, while they do remain together there must be the position 
of superior and inferior, and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the superior position assigned to the white 
race." Historically, the Crittenden measures failed, not because of a lack of Northern support, but because the Southern 
states insisted that their real concern was not what would become of slavery but, rather, what would become of the union 
since it was headed toward federal tyranny over the States and the rights of the people; thus they chose to secede in spite of 
the proposal to keep slavery. Spielberg's Lincoln certainly does not reflect the historical Lincoln accurately by portraying that 
he wanted to abolish slavery for high moral reasons any more than the film, and others, depicts the South historically when 
it portrays Southerners as leaving the union because it wished to perpetuate slavery. Clearly, the real issue of the War -- fear 
of an all-powerful federal leviathan -- has once again eluded filmmakers and, as it appears more every day, has doomed us to 
repeat the tragedies of the nineteenth century in our future barring a miraculous change of course.  
For interviews regarding the historical Lincoln or the causes of the War from the Southern perspective, please contact Jack 
Bridwell, Division Commander for the Georgia Sons of Confederate Veterans at 1-866-SCV-in-GA or online at 
www.GeorgiaSCV.org. Additionally, a wealth of educational information may be found online at www.GeorgiaSCV.org in 
both the printed and audio format.   - Ray McBerry Enterprises is the public relations firm for the Georgia Division, SCV 
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Written by Ed & Val Elliott - Directed by Val 
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Proposed Legislation to Protect Confederate Monuments 

 
ATLANTA, Feb. 26, 2013 – Legislation pending in the Georgia state general 
assembly would make it illegal for anyone to “mutilate, deface, defile, or abuse 
contemptuously any publicly owned monument,” including those honoring the 
Confederate States of America.The proposal, House Bill 91, mandates that publicly 
owned monuments located on public property be kept on display in a prominent 
place. Concealing monuments would be a misdemeanor, and anyone who 
“damages, destroys, or loses a monument or that takes or removes a monument 

without replacing it” would be on the hook for any repair costs. The measure, filed 
by state Rep. Tommy Benton, R-Jefferson, defines a monument as including 
plaques, markers and statues “constructed and located with the intent of being 
permanently displayed and perpetually maintained” and “dedicated to a historical 
entity, event or series of events.” The measure is pending in the State House. 

***** 

Slavery But an Accident in this Quarrel: 

 
“John Moncure Daniel had one last official duty to perform in Washington: a farewell visit to 
the Department of State, to which he had reported for almost eight years. His mission to 
Italy had formally ended on January 28 [1861], when President [James] Buchanan had 
signed the warrant for his recall.  One day in February Daniel paid a call on the new 
secretary of state, Jeremiah Black, a Northerner who had taken office only two months 
earlier, after the resignation of Lewis Cass. Black had been the U.S. attorney general and a 
successful lawyer in Pennsylvania. Daniel’s great-uncle considered him the ablest member 
of Buchanan’s cabinet. Three years after their 1861 meeting, John Daniel recalled that he 
had expressed Southern sentiments to the new secretary of state. The two had talked about 
the troubles that were approaching, and Daniel had alluded to the matter of slavery. 
According to Daniel, Black had replied: “Sir, slavery is but an accident in this quarrel. 
Slavery is only the John Doe and Richard Doe case, in which this mooted question is to be 
decided – whether your States shall continue their sovereignty and self-government, or the 
Northern majorities shall govern you and all of you as they please and according to their 
own separate interest. If they had not the point of slavery convenient, they would try it on 
other points just the same.”Pen of Fire, John Moncure Daniel, Peter Bridges, Kent State University Press, 2002, page 161)  

***** 

The Fiasco of Radical Reconstruction 
 
The study of the postwar Republican party often reveals a political organization seeking power at any 
cost, and an abolitionist movement that was simply an expedient for the destruction of the American 

South politically and economically. The transcendentalists and Unitarian radicals drifted off after the 
war without a cause to embrace; the Republicans had their desired political hegemony which would 
only be slightly interrupted by Grover Cleveland, and finally with Woodrow Wilson. bernhard1848@att.net  

Source: The Inner Civil War, Northern Intellectuals & the Crisis of the Union, George M. Frederickson, Harper & Row, 1965, pp. 191-196) 

                                                                   ***** 
FORWARD THE COLORS                            By Leon Puissegur                                            Price: $16.95  
 
Starting with the Confederate Battle Flag the book delves into the flag’s beginning and abuses. It next goes into the history of 
slavery and how it was first legalized and why it continued. It covers the attempts at the 13th Amendment from the 
Crittenden Compromise to the 13th Amendment of 1865. It covers Abraham Lincoln exposing his ideas about the blacks and 
what he really felt about them along with exposing the “Emancipation Proclamation” as the lie it was. It covers the real 
reasons for the War for Southern Independence, also called the War Between the States, and Civil War. It covers the parts 
played by the NAACP and the KKK in relation to the Confederate Battle Flag. In the last chapter, it covers facts seldom if ever 
shown in school or textbooks. 
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