
WINTER DRILL 2016  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 RD  -  OLD CLINTON, JONES CO., GA  

     Photo By: Beth Colvin   

      
The Camp of The Camp of the Unknown Soldier # 2218 of ñOld Clintonò 

Jones County, Georgia has many members who are also members of The 
16 th  Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Co. G, ñThe Jackson Rifles.ò  The 16th  

Georgia has members who hail from the Logan Bleckley SCV Camp 1998 of 
Cochran, GA, The Lt. James T. Woodward SCV Camp 1399 of Warner 
Robins, GA as well as those who are members of Camp #22 18.  As such, a 

number of middle Georgia SCV members were involved in a one - day, 
Winter Drill, tactics instruction and School of the Soldier, hosted by The 

16 th  GA at Old Clinton on Saturday, January 23 rd .  ( concluded  on page 17)  
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MORE OF WINTER DRIL L 2016  

                                                                                                                                  Photo By: Clarence 

Berry  

Such drills are annual affairs, and, yes, it is generally very cold, which helps 
prepare our men for re - enactment venues that might have extreme weather 

conditions ï we do a similar school of instruction in midsummer, as well , and for 

the same reasons.  It is rare; however, that we ever have snow on the ground ï 
even in a small amount when we hold our drills, but this year was different. The 

snow was not such a problem as was the mud and the bone chilling wind.  We had 
excellent attendance and are better prepared for our first major event of the year 

at Olustee, Florida, February 12 - 14, 2016.  
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THE CAMP OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER HOSTS  

4TH ANNUAL LEE -JACKSON BANQUET 

 
Left to right:  Mark Pollard, Al McGalliard, Bryant Knight, J.C. Nobles, Joel Whitehead, Jr. 

Ethan Bloodworth, ñHawkò the dog,  Ethan Bockholt,  Brick Lee Nelson,  Charles Whitehead, 

John Wayne Dobson, Earl Colvin and Tom Stevens.  

THE CAMP OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER #2218, Sons of Confederate  Veterans , 

held their 4 th  annual Lee - Jackson Banquet, on Thursday, January 21, 2016.  They 
have been blessed to have their own such banquet each year of existence and 

were very honored to have 4 th  Brigade Commander, Tom Stevens, in attendance. 

The ñOld Clintonò, Jones County, GA organization gathered at their monthly 
meeting place of Chevyôs Pizza on the Gray Hwy. to eat a sumptuous meal at 6pm 

before the eveningôs program began around 7pm with featured guest speaker  
Mark Pollard of Nash Farm  in McDonough, Georgia. Compatriot Pollard writes a 

weekly Southern Historical Column for two County newspapers and is the ñonly 

Confederate memberò of the State History Committee for the Georgia Civil War 
Heritage Trails. He is the President of the Georgi a Historical Artifacts & Research 

Group, Past Commander of the Colonel Charles T. Zachary Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Camp of Henry County and the current Georgia Division Historian for the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans. He also did a program for the Histo ry Channel 

called, ñTreasures in Our Nationôs Attic.ò  PBS picked it up and now it is shown on 
GPTV.  He was vastly instrumental in getting a County entity to spend 12.8 million 

dollars for the Nash Farm Battlefield .  As a re - enactor, Mark served with the 30 th  



Georgia Infantry, long - time brother unit to the 16th Georgia Infantry, of which 

many of the Camp 2218 membership also belongs.   
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THE CAMP OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER  
     Moreover, on this grand occasion, celebrating the birthdays of General Robert E. Lee and 

General ñStonewallò Jackson, Camp 2218  inducted a new slate of officers. Administ ering 
the oath was Mark Pollard, GA DIV. SCV Historian.  This group included:  

Commander  -  Charles Whitehead  

1st Lt. Commander -  Brick Lee Nelson  
2nd Lt. Commander -  J.C. Nobles (former 2218 Commander)  

Color Sgt. -  Earl Colvin (former 2218 2 nd  Lt. Commander)  

Chaplain -  Joel  Bruce Whitehead, Jr.  
Adjutant -   John Wayne Dobson  

Treasure r/Quartermaster -  Al McGalliard  
Judge Advocate -  Ethan Bloodworth  

Surgeon -  Bryant Knight  

Historian -  Ethan Bockholt                                                                                               
Mark Pollard                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
     It is indeed noteworthy that this splendid group of officers  includes a great array of 

youth with: Commander Whitehead at age 27, 1 st  Lt. Commander Nelson at only 18, 
Historian Ethan Bockholt  is 20, Judge Advocate Ethan Bloodworth is 24, Surgeon Bryant 

Knight is 30 and Chaplain Joel Whitehead, Jr. is 34 and Treasurer/Quartermaster Al 

McGallianrd is 43 and Compatriots Colvin, Nobles and Dobson comprise the ñmore seniorò 

section of this leadership group.  The Camp is both p roud and pleased to have so many 
willing and incredibly able young men step into these leadership roles. Certainly, this helps 

undergird the future of  The Sons of Confederate Veterans  

NOTE: Our guest speaker for Camp 2218ôs February meeting will 

be Brend a Dobson, Educational Coordinator for the Cannonball 
House of Macon, GA,  who will talk about substitutions used by 

the Confederacy.  

***  

On January 17th, the Jackson County (GA) Historical Society 
hosted a presentation on the 16th Georgia Infantry Regiment at 

its headquarters location, the Historic Jackson County 

Courthouse in Jefferson,                                                                                                                                           
Georgia.  Companies B and G  of the 16th Georgia Infantry were 
raised in Jackson County.  Abner Monroe Reynolds was Captain 

of  Company B , the   

 "Center Hill Guard s" and 
Augustus Columbus Thomson 

was Captain of Company G "Jackson  
              Brenda Dobson       

Rifles,"  The program  was well attended with about 40 

guests. At least eight of those in attendance are 
descendants of 16th Georgia members, including the 

great - great grandson of Captain Augustus Columbus 

Thompson and his mother.   Laura Elliott of Rainbow 

City, Alabama , Mark P entecost  (16 th  GSA member) , and 
Mike Fleming were the guest speakers.  As guests 

arrived,  a slide show scrolled of portraits and bios of 34 

members of the 16th Georgia Infantry. Laura provided 

her program entitled "Vestige of Valor: 16th Georgia 
Infantry"  which includes information about the 

regiment ôs organization, history, movements and 

battles, interspersed with interesting first person 

accounts and quotes. Afterwards, Mike Fleming and 
Mark Pentecost, dressed in period correct uniforms, 



demonstrated the  various equipment and  accouterments            Mike Fleming  &  Mark Pentecost 

of atypical enlisted man of the regiment.                                                   

- 19 -  

HAUNTING  FACES OF 

OLUSTEE 

Pvt. William S. Askew  
Company A, (Newman Guards)  

1st Georgia Infantry  

 

 

                                                                                 
                                                                                     

                                                                                      Privates John Wesley Tillman (left) and   

                                                        Joel Dorsey Tillman  (right), Company K,   
                                                                   32nd Georgia Infantry   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://battleofolustee.org/1st_ga_regulars.html


Sgt. John N. Key                                                       Pvt. Dennis Dixon                                                                                              
Co. G, 32nd Georgia Infantry                          Co. C, 32nd Georgia Infantry                                                                       
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BOOKS YOUôLL NEVER FORGET 
άΧhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀƴ ŜǾƛƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ 

Jeremiah 1:14 
* Nearly 26,000 men were wounded in the three - day battle 

of Gettysburg. It did not matter if the soldier was Union or 

Confederate, officer or enlisted man, for the bullets, shell 
fragm ents, bayonets and swords made no class or sectional 

distinction. Of the injured combatants, almost 21,000 were 

left behind by the two armies, in and around the small 

village of 2,400 civilians. These maimed and suffering 
warriors lay in churches, public b uildings, private homes, 

farmhouses, barns and outbuildings, and thousands, unable 

to move, remained in the open, subject to the uncertain 

whims of the July elements. All of these men were certainly  
trapped in the bloody jaws of death. The battle to save t he 

wounded was as terrible as the battle which placed them in 

such a perilous position. This book will take you into 160 of 

these frightful places called field hospitals. And after the 
journey you will never again feel quite the same about 

Gettysburg. -  Se e more at: 

http://www.horsesoldier.com/products/stock - items/books/1417#sthash.9yCaUarF.dpuf  

* The Battle of Gettysburg was responsible for the deaths of 
between 4,500 and 5,000 Confederate soldiers. In rank from 

general through private, most of these men were struck down 

in the prime of their life at the average age of only twenty - four! 
This book details the interesting but somber story of a very 

tragic po rtion of that battle, and addresses the following topics: 

* The initial first - hand descriptions of the festering battlefield, 

including sights of the rapidly decomposing corpses. * A 
summary of the early incomplete burials of thousands of 

battlefield and f ield hospital casualties. * Later visitors' 

accounts of rain - washed, open graves and the scattered bones 

of the Confederate dead. * Specific recollections of how the 
bodies were buried and how graves were marked. * A list of 150 

Confederates and their actu al burial places in the Gettysburg 

area. * A section of over 120 burial locations on farms or 

elsewhere and 300 sub - categories which pinpoint the graves 
within these main burial areas. * Six maps which guide the 

visitors to the actual grave sites, and over  80 photographs of 

burial locations and Southerners killed in the battle. * The story 

of the removal of over 3,000 Confederate remains to final interment in the South in 1871 to 
1873. * Biographies of 50 Southern soldiers in rank from private to general of ficer, which 

documents their last moments on earth. * Post - war discoveries of forgotten graves in the 

Gettysburg area from 1875 to 1945.   

 

Also, Mercer University Press has announced these upcoming books:  

 
Confederate Sharpshooter Major William E. Simmons:  Through the War with the 

16th Georgia Infantry and 3rd Battalion Georgia Sharpshooters . This book is 

scheduled for a March 1, 2016 release and the author, Joe Byrd lives in Cumming, 
Georgia.   Here is his email address:  joebyrd5@att.net  

 

http://battleofolustee.org/32nd_ga_inf.html
http://battleofolustee.org/32nd_ga_inf.html
http://www.horsesoldier.com/products/stock-items/books/1417#sthash.9yCaUarF.dpuf


Summon Only the Brave: Commanders, Soldiers, and Chaplains at Gettysburg . This 

book has a July 1, 2016 release and the author, John Brinsfield lives in Ringgold, 
Georgia. Here is his email address:  chaplainjwb@gmail.com   
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***  

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  
 
Arlington National Cemeteryôs 

monument to slain service members 
from World War I, World War II and 

the Korean War who have not been 
identified has been looked after 

continuously since 1948 by the 3rd 
U.S. Infantry Regiment.   The 3rd 

continue d to  guard th e Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier despite heavy sn ows 

on the East Coast during the weekend 
of January 22 - 24, 2016.   The cemetery 

was clo sed to visitors, but the 
regiment faithfully continued 24 - hour 
shifts at the Tomb, six soldiers at a 

time.  
 

ñDuty éYou can never do more, you 
should never wish to do less.ò Gen. 

Rbt. E. Lee  
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CAN WE HOLD THE HIGH GROUND AT STONE MOUNTAIN?  

ñéto whom shall we go? ï John 6:68  
     Many are aware of House Bill 760 which would eliminate Stone Mountain 

Memorial Park as a commemoration  to the Confederacy and give the State of 

Georgia, its agencies, departments, authorities, or instrumentalities overseeing 
such monuments or memoria ls no limitations from changing such monuments or 

memorials in what they feel are óhistorically accurate and appropriate manners.ôò   
     First and foremost, let me say that the Southern people do not seek nor need to 

destroy the heritage of others to pro mote their own birthright.  Of that we can be 

justly proud and all others must bear their own shame.  Naturally, the call has 
gone forth for us to close ranks and begin calling and e - mailing our State 

Legislators and Senators to express our opposition to t his vile and discriminatory 
piece of proposed legislation, politely urging them to be opposed to it as well.  

This method of organized opposition has been effective in the past and, certainly, 

it should be used again, now!  It is not hard to find out how t o do this if you are 
willing ï if not, so be it.   I am, I will and I have always made a practice of 

expressing my views, in writing, to public officials until my name has become a 
profanity to them.  

     The year just passed was tough for our interests. W e lost decidedly in South 

Carolina and New Orleans; just to name a couple of disheartening battles.   It is 
possible to lose in Georgia, too, if we do not act swiftly, firmly and tirelessly.  We 

can write our letters and send our emails but that may not be  enough.  I will be 
clear: we NEED Divine Intervention.  In plainer words, we need Godôs help. We 

must pray.  As Sons of Confederate Veterans we scatter the phrase ñDeo Vindiceò 

around like candy at a Christmas parade, and in a manner that makes me think 
t hat we do not expect God to do anything for us in this life, only in the hereafter. 

God could have just as easily have let the South win the War, but being a people 
chosen of God guarantees a useful purpose not an easy thoroughfare.  God can 

vindicate our Cause now and specifically in the case of Stone Mountain, if He so 

wills. We have so many against us, but imagine how hopeless it must have looked 
to our ancestors after the summer of Vicksburg and Gettysburg, as Kennesaw 

loomed, Atlanta fell and Petersbur g was swarmed.  Still, they fought on. There is 
nowhere to go when you make a stand on your own land.  Shame never comes 

from losing, only from not trying. With Godôs help, we can win in Georgia. Why not 

ask HIM?      -  John Wayne Dobson                             Macon, Georgia  
                                                                   ***  

ñRepresentative Epps Sir;   We most respectively and politely request that you use 
all of your extensive powers of persuasion in the Georgia State House to insure 

that this bill dies a very quick death.   Your own ancestors were Confederates and 

the area you represent, and where you live now, was invaded and destroyed by an 
invading army.   The Griswoldville Battlefield is in your home county.   As a living 

historian, we do not try to say what was right or wrong, we simply try to show 
how it all happened.   The Taliban  are destroying His torical Articles with 

explosive s;  seems as if our current crop of D emocrats are attempting to destroy 

History with legislation.   Unbekno wn to many of our political leaders, there are a 
lot of ñCloset Confederatesò in the State, who are against all of this political 

correctness and Historical Revisionism that is sweeping thru.   We have long 
memories and are regist ered voters.   Thank you Sir ;  J.C  Nobles   Jeffersonville GA  



478 - 945 - 2261 ï PS -  This is not a form letter email, these are my own, and a great 

many other folks locally, feelings.   Jcn ò 
A Reply From: Bubber Epps on Sunday, January  24, 2016 5:46 PM To: J.C. Nobles 

Re: HB 760  -ñI truly appreciate your comments Mr. Nobles. Bubber Epps HD - 144 ò  
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On Monday, January 25, 2016 1:01 PM, Earlene Hamilton <ehamilton@gmc.edu> 

wrote:  
Dear Representative Holmes ï and Hello Susan,  

Have just heard about House Bill 760 and its impact on Stone Mountain Park from 
one of my re -enactor/SCV friends and so am emailing to ask that you oppose it 

vehemently!  

Thank you,        ehh                      Earlene Hamilton                             478 - 445 - 0205  
  

NOTE: Also emailed our other Jones Cou nty rep ï have not heard from him as yet.  
  

Reply From: Susan Holmes [mailto:sdholmes@bellsouth.net]  

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 12:59 PM  
To: Earlene Hamilton  

Subject: Re: HB 760  
  

ñDon't think it will ever get out of committee; however if it does I will adamantly 

oppose.  ñ 
 

Susan Holmes  State Representative  House District 129  
PO Box 151  Monticello, GA  31064   706.468.6085(H)    706.717.9790(C)  

 

***  

OLUSTEE 1994  

 
Long time, dear friend , Frank Foulke  sent me an envelope of pictures recently, just 

sharing times fondly remembered. Frank, as many of you know, is a retired 

Pennsylvania re - en actor (96 th  PVV)  
*** 

One ship sails east.  
One ship sails west.  

Regardless of how the winds blow,  


